
MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Town Council  
FROM:  David E. Cox, Town Manager  
DATE:  October 9, 2020  
SUBJECT:  Town Manager’s Report 
 
The following information includes follow up from general items that were discussed at 
previous Council meetings as well as updates of a general nature from the departments. The 
items are organized by department and are intended to provide information on activities 
currently being undertaken by the Town’s departments and those matters that are upcoming.  
Not all departments will be represented in each Report. 
 
Clerk 
 Staff continues to process absentee ballot applications and have received and processed 

approximately 2,500 such applications to date.  That figure represents 28% of the 
Town’s nearly 8,800 registered voters. 
 

Library 
 The Library parking lot has been milled and reshaped and is expected to be paved next 

week.   Public Works crews also implemented some drainage improvements on site to 
address water flow.  Due to limited access to the lot and the book drop, Patrons are 
encouraged to hold their books at home if they cannot return them in person. The 
Library continues to automatically renew items and is not currently charging overdue 
fines.  
 

 As noted in the attached Monthly Report, borrowing in September 2020 exceeded 
borrowing in September of 2019 by 7 circulations. During this unprecedented time, this 
is an enormous accomplishment. 

 
Police 
 On Saturday, October 24, the East Hampton Police Department will be participating in 

the annual National Prescription Drug Take Back Day sponsored by the US Drug 
Enforcement Agency.  The event will take place on the front circle drive at the Town Hall 
and will run from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  All are invited to dispose of expired or 
unnecessary drugs.  Overall, the drug take back program has become very successful 
and with the help of the East Hampton Prevention Partnership, the Department has had 
a permanent collection box in the lobby of the police department since July of 2018.  To 
date, the Department has collected over 678 pounds of prescription and other 
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medication that has been removed from homes preventing it from falling into the hands 
of individuals who may abuse them and from being disposed  in the wastewater system. 
 

 On September 6, two members of the department, Sgt. Timothy Dowty and Officer Matt 
Hanlon, responded to a medical call in town for  a person having a heart attack.  
Sergeant Dowty and Officer Hanlon initiated CPR and delivered three shocks with the 
AED.  Members of the East Hampton Volunteer Ambulance and Fire Department 
responded to assist in the resuscitation efforts and all are happy to report that several 
weeks later, the person walked out of the hospital.  The combined efforts of our First 
Responders saved a life that day.  Their dedication to duty is a true testament to their 
commitment to serve the residents of this community. 

 
Public Works 

 Public Works crews have completed all 
preparatory work, drainage upgrades and repairs  
necessary for paving and paving operations are 
under way on Holly Drive , Sunset Drive and 
Dogwood Drive.  As noted above , it is anticipated 
that the Library and Fire Company #1 will be 
paved early next week. Upon completion of paving 
operations, DPW crews will remobilize to 
complete line striping, restoration, curbing,  
driveway apron paving, backfilling and seeding. 
 

 Public Works crews have installed curbing on Clark Hill Road to address a washout issue 
that has occurred there over the long term. This should help with the wash out of debris 
that ends up in catch basins and the Clark Hill Road/Lake Drive intersection during larger 
storm events. 
 

 As time allows, crews continue to remove large log debris left after Tropical Storm 
Isaias.  Due to the large number of trees that came down and because the logs,  which 
are too large for chipping, are not impacting roadways, they will be collected over the 
next several weeks. 
 

  

Contractor crews delivering asphalt to 
Sunset Drive today. 
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Registrar 
 In addition to working with the Clerk’s office on new elector registrations, final 

preparations and training related to the upcoming election are well underway.  Voting 
will take place at the High School at 15 North Maple Street on November 3. 
 

 The Registrar has secured a $5,000 grant to help offset some of the extraordinary costs 
associated with this election due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The funds will assist in 
covering costs associated with additional personnel and overtime related to absentee 
balloting and distancing requirements as well as supplies specifically needed for safety. 

 
Senior Center 
 Senior Center staff is finalizing plans for reopening the Center to on-site visits.  The 

senior centers in the Chatham Health District (CHD) have been working together closely 
with CHD to develop coordinated plans that provide a safe environment.  It is expected 
that the Center will begin  limited on-site activities on November 2. 
 

 Staff is working with Community Renewal Team (CRT) to update the Memorandum of 
Agreement that provides for congregate meals at the Center.  CRT seems to be planning 
to return to providing meals five days per week, which may offset some of the expenses 
the Town budgeted to expand that service.  As of now, meals are being provided in the 
grab-and-go format instead of on-site meals.  It is not known when on-site meals will 
return based on safety measures. 
 

Town Manager/Other 
 Preparations are being finalized for the official Opening Ceremony for Town Hall, which 

is scheduled for Sunday, October 18 from 2pm to 4pm.  The event will include remarks 
from public officials, music, official dedication of the building and the relocated time 
capsule and a ribbon cutting.  The Town Hall will be open for attendees to walk through 
and staff will be available to show the various spaces and to answer questions. 
 

 The Town has received notification that its designation as a HEARTSafe Community has 
been renewed, which demonstrates the community’s commitment to cardiac response 
including early intervention, defibrillator availability and advanced care for patients.  
Thanks to the Ambulance Association for leading this effort and to all of the Town staff 
that make this happen.  The letter and certificate from the Department of Public Health 
are attached. 
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 The Town has received notice that the State is planning to upgrade the traffic signals at 

the RT 66/North Maple Street and RT 151 (Middle Haddam Road)/Hog Hill/Hurd Park 
Road intersections during 2022.  Planning is underway now and the  Town is providing 
information and feedback it may have regarding the signalization  updates.  It is not 
expected that the State will hold a public information meeting for these projects due to 
their minor nature. 
 

 On behalf of the Town, a letter was sent to the Connecticut Siting Council requesting 
that action on a proposed cell tower on a Lakeview Street property be either delayed or 
denied.  Based on the current understanding, an agreement has been reached to allow 
the existing tower to remain in its current location thereby eliminating the need for the 
new tower.  The Siting Council  is being encouraged to delay so that the petitioner can 
withdraw the application or to deny the application because there is no “public need” 
for the second tower. 

 
DC 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Management Staff 




















