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August 30, 2023 
 
David and Melissa Baribault 
33 High Point Drive 
Middle Haddam, CT 06456 
 
Re: 33 High Point Drive Conservation Easement 
 
Dear David and Melissa,  
 
Thank you for your letter dated August 7, 2023. I appreciate your proposed efforts to vacate the 
conservation easement and allow nature to restore the area to its original condition. Please 
consider the following: 
 
Vegetation: As vegetation regrows, please watch for invasive species. I strongly suggest consulting 
with a landscaper to determine appropriate revegetation methods in order to prevent the 
introduction of invasive species.  
 
Path: Maintenance of a 10’ wide walking path to the river is acceptable. 
 
Shed: Unfortunately, I cannot allow the shed to remain within the conservation easement. The 
easement document does not allow structures within the area and the intent is for the area to 
remain natural. Please apply for a zoning approval for a compliant location and have the shed 
moved to an area outside of the easement.  
 
Stairs: Please provide evidence that the stairs were in place historically or evidence of a prior 
approval. There are no permits in our files for stairs in this location and the conservation easement 
was created when the subdivision was developed, leading me to believe they were not in place 
prior to the lot being developed. If no evidence exists to suggest prior approvals, at minimum an 
application must be submitted to the IWWA for the work within the upland.  
 
Again, thank you for your cooperation and willingness to resolve this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jeremy DeCarli 
Planning & Zoning Official 
 
 



 

August 7, 2023 

David and Melissa Baribault 

33 High Point Drive  

Middle Haddem, CT 06456 

Dear Jeremy, 

We are in receipt of your letter dated July 6, 2023. We apologize for the work that has been completed 

within the conservation easement area, we were only trying to regain access to the river, which we 

believed was within our rights. We agree not to remove any further trees within the easement area and 

will allow all vegetation regrow. 

We agree to only maintain a 10 wide path to the river for access as we believe we should have the ability 

to gain access for boating purposes (kayak, sail boat). We will not add any additional gravel, but will 

maintain the current surface in its current condition and not modify it, but keep the 10’ path clear of 

vegetation. Removing the material within the laneway area will most likely be more damaging to the 

natural environment and given the steepness of the slope. It is noted that there has always been a path to 

the river as that is how we gained access to the river, and we did improve it because of its steepness and 

the erosion that was occurring. 

The small shed that was placed at the south side of our property is used to house our kayaks. The shed is 

under 200 square feet. Bringing the shed down the extremely steep slope (about 1 ½ to 1) to the level area 

where it is currently located was extremely difficult. We will have to find a contractor willing to move it. 

However, given the difficulty and damage that would be done by removing the shed and the dangerous 

condition, we would ask to be allowed to keep the shed in its current location. But do understand if we 

have to remove it; we just ask that you give us time to find a contractor willing to do this work. 

As for the stairs, there have always been stairs in the current location as evidence by the existence of the 

stone landing, we basically replaced them as they were old and dangerous. It is noted that the stairs have 

been constructed as a temporary single unit and can be removed at any time. We enjoy boating and would 

like to maintain the stairs and access to the river. We would like to keep them there during the 

summer/fall and will remove them in winter and early spring when we do not need access to the river. Of 

course, we would remove them if there was a threat of any flooding.  

We have lived at our current address for close to 30 years and have always enjoyed access to the river 

without much of a problem until recently. We would like to maintain safe access to the river for our 

family to enjoy this beautiful natural resource. We believe the river is there for all to enjoy for boating, 

fishing, bird watching and just relaxing.    

If you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact me (Melissa) at 860-919-4212.  

 

    Very truly yours, 

    David and Melissa Baribault 

David and Melissa Baribault 
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July 6, 2023 
 
David and Melissa Baribault 
33 High Point Drive 
PO Box 261 
Middle Haddam, CT 06456-0261 
 
Re: Unauthorized Activities – 33 High Point Drive 
 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Baribault,  
 
It has come to my attention that several activities have been undertaken within the Conservation 
Easement area held by the Town of East Hampton that lies along a portion of your property. The primary 
unauthorized activities include the installation of a shed, construction of a staircase, removal of trees, 
installation of a driveway, and excavation/grading of a portion of the property.  
 
As referenced in the deed from Elliot Stone to you dated April 15, 1994, the property is encumbered by 
a private Conservation Easement in favor of the Town of East Hampton, put in place by the developer of 
High Point Estates. I have included a copy of both the deed (Exhibit A) and the Easement (Exhibit C) with 
this letter for your review.  
 
As noted in the Easement document, the only activities that are authorized within the Easement area 
are the removal of dead trees and brush after the trees have been marked approved by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission. Construction of buildings or other structures, excavation, and removal of healthy 
trees and vegetation is prohibited.  
 
In addition to violating the Conservation Easement, these activities are in violation of the Inland 
Wetland and Watercourses Regulations and Zoning Regulations of the Town of East Hampton. All 
activities involving removal or deposition of materials within 150 feet of the Connecticut River must be 
permitted by the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency. All structures must also be reviewed for 
compliance with the Zoning Regulations prior to their construction. Finally, the structures are visible 
from the Connecticut River, which is deemed to be a public way, and are subject to a review by the 
Middle Haddam Historic District. 
 
I ask that you bring your property into compliance with the Easement and Regulations by removing the 
building, staircase, and driveway, and allowing vegetation to re-grow to restore the property to its 
natural condition.  
 
Please contact me at your earliest convenience with a timeline and plan for remediation.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jeremy DeCarli 
Planning & Zoning Official 

cc: David Cox, Town Manager 
cc: Charles Roberts, MHHD Chair 
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