TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

WATER DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

10/8/15

APPROVED MINUTES

The meeting of the Town of East Hampton’s Water Development Task Force was held at the Colchester / East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority Meeting Room on Thursday, October 8, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 

In Attendance: Mark Barmasse, Ralph Nesci, Ted Hintz, Meg Wright, Alan Hurst
Not In Attendance: Tim Csere, Rowland Rux
Other Attendee(s): Tim Smith: Public Utilities Administrator 
1. Call to Order

Chairman Barmasse called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
2. Approval of Minutes: July 16, 2015
Mr. Hurst made a motion seconded by Mr. Nesci to approve the Meeting Minutes as presented from July 16, 2015. Vote was 4-0-1 (Mr. Hintz abstained as he was not at the July Task Force Meeting). Motion Passed. 
3. Public Comment
Phil Visintainer: 12 OX Yoke Cr. / Town Council Member – Appreciated the presentation Chairman Barmasse made to the Council and stated that he believed some thinking on viable options have started as a result. 
4. Continued Discussion of a Municipal Water System:
Chairman Barmasse began the discussion by recounting the events leading up to the Town Council Presentation he made on September 22, 2015.  He stated that the opportunity to discuss the Council’s request and presentation content with the Task Force was lost when there was a lack of a quorum at the September 10th Regular Meeting.  Mr. Hintz voiced his discord with the lack of proper communication to the Task Force members that a request had come. He went on to state that the Task Force members were not afforded the opportunity to attend due to lack of knowledge the presentation was occurring. Chairman Barmasse acknowledged Mr. Hintz’s points and apologized for the negligence on his part.  He went on to explain that there was no formal presentation given but rather a recap of previous Task Force discussions as iterated in the minutes and review of the Request for Expression of Interest (RFEI) draft. He concluded by stating that, much to his surprise, an article followed in the Rivereast that was an accurate portrayal of the evening’s discussion. Mr. Hintz closed by simply stating his concern with the timing of the presentation (so close to election time) and that historically upon “the changing of the guard” items get shut down and get reworked. He simply hopes the timing isn’t going to hurt, rather than help this initiative. 

The discussion then turned to water options, with Mr. Nesci reiterating his interest in the Town purchasing the property on South Main St. that is noted as yielding 50,000/gal/day. By running a main down Main St and across Edgerton St. connections can be made with the Memorial School/Royal Oaks systems as well as the Village Center system resulting in the beginning of a worthwhile water system. Mr. Smith confirmed that it would be a huge start and was in fact an option brought up with the Council. 

Mr. Hurst then asked for an update on the takeaway from the July meeting where Mr. Smith was asked to update the community and non-community list with systems not yet listed (new[er] developments: Laurel Ridge, etc.) and to include the capacity, safe yield and water quality of each in order to continue the discussion on interconnections.  Mr. Smith informed the Task Force that the list has been updated but the safe yield information requires more research and time than he is able to provide at this time.  In response to the suggestion of an intern to accomplish the safe yield task, Chairman Barmasse confirmed that there is no budget available and that the task may require more knowledge than an intern would be able to provide. 

Chairman Barmasse continued the options discussion by distributing a document (made part of these minutes) that outlined informal discussion he had with the CEO of MDC and strong potential interest in supplying water to East Hampton (current safe yield capacity of 65mgd and are only using 49mgd). Of course, with the benefits of receiving water from a Private water company like MDC, there are the associated costs of building and maintaining a water system that would be reflected in the user fees.   This is simply an option that was thought to be off the table before that now seems to be back on the table. 
Mr. Smith confirmed that next steps include going back to Town Council on October 13th to see if they are prepared to provide feedback on the RFEI and/or vote on the whether or not they approve moving forward with the RFEI process (i.e. advertising). Chairman Barmasse and Mr. Smith accepted some suggested edits provided by Mr. Hurst and requested that any other comments be provided prior to the November WDTF meeting.  

5. Adjournment:

On a motion made by Mr. Hurst, seconded by Mr. Hintz and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Renee Bafumi
Recording Secretary

Minutes approved by a unanimous vote of the Water Development Task Force on November 12, 2015.
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