Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 12, 2016
Middle School Library
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Jr., Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco

Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Middle School Library. 
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Ms. Engel, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (5-2) Mr. Brown and Mr. Reich against.
Prior to the vote, Mr. Brown noted that he did not feel a vote should be taken at this meeting.  Mr. Reich felt the Board of Finance should give a presentation of the budget to the Council.
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of March 22, 2016, the Public Hearing of March 22, 2016 and the Workshop of March 31, 2016 as written.  Voted (7-0)

Presentations

None
Public Remarks

Judy Isele, Wangonk Trail; Dan Pellegrino, 6 Nutmeg Lane; Roger Abraham, 47 Clark Hill Road; Christine Guerette, 57 Daniel Street; Bill Dinunzio, 40 Spice Hill Drive; Tania Sones, 17 Curry Lane; Jarod Bushey, 149 Main Street; Carmen Herron, 11 Lakeview Street; Resident from 4 Staeth Road; Bob Hein, 19 Birchwood Road; Ellen Nosal, 152 Main Street; Robert Bosco, 91 Tarragon Drive; Joanne Barmasse, 6 Tiffany Court; Kira Woods, 64 North Maple Street; Stephanie Klewicki, 48 Saffron Lane; Joanna Mercaldi, 1 Aldens Crossing; all spoke in support of the Board of Finance proposed budget.
Bids & Contracts
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Resolution Authorizing a Lease-Purchase Financing for a Public Works Plow Truck/Approval of Bid Waiver
Chairperson Anderson read the resolution authorizing a lease-purchase financing to finance acquisition of a Public Works heavy duty truck and related equipment. Mr. Maniscalco explained that a Public Works truck was lost in the fire at Public Works.  There is a truck currently available in Bridgeport and the bid waiver will allow for quicker access to the truck rather than having a new truck built.
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to adopt the resolution as read for the authorization to a lease-purchase financing for a Public Works plow truck.  Voted (7-0)  The full resolution will be included in the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the legal notice for the bid waiver for the Public Works plow truck.  Voted (7-0)  The legal notice will be included in the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
Proclamation for Older Americans Month
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to approve the proclamation for Older American’s Month in May. Voted (7-0)
Continued Business

Approval of Memorandum of Agreement for Dispatch Regionalization
Mr. Maniscalco explained that the Memorandum of Agreement is the last document needed to move forward with the Town of Glastonbury for regionalization of dispatch.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve the Memorandum of Agreement and direct the Town Manager to sign the document.  Voted (7-0)

Update on Center School Project
Mr. Maniscalco met with the Project Manager and the Board of Education for the project and discussed putting together a Request for Proposal for architects for the project.  The project manager feels two separate RFP’s should be done, one for the school portion and one for the Town Hall/Police portion of the project.  The Project Manager is also working on a road map for next steps that should be available for the next meeting.
Status Report from Charter Revision Commission

Ms. Engel reported that the Charter Revision Commission has completed discussion on several items that clean up the language in the current charter for items that are no longer needed or accurate for the town.  They are now working on the section regarding filling vacancies and then will move on to the bifurcation of the budget discussion.
Update on Belltown K-9 Challenge Fundraiser

Ms. Engel reported that over $25,000 has been raised so far for the K-9 challenge.  They expect to reach their goal soon.
Update on 250th Anniversary Committee

Mr. Piteo reported that the town is still collecting applications for the committee.  He is working on a website for the anniversary.  He is also going to work with the community and schools to develop a logo for the anniversary celebration.
New Business

Discussion and Possible Action on 2016-2017 Budget
Allison Tokarz, Chairperson of the Board of Finance, presented the budget to the Town Council.  She noted that the Board of Finance added back approximately $500,000 to the Board of Education for a total mill increase of 1.77. The increase was to cover the contractual salary obligations.  Also, approximately $35,000 in cuts were made to the town budget.
Council members provided their comments and discussed the budget presented by the Board of Finance. Discussion included the Board of Education teacher’s contractual obligations for salary and benefits. Members felt a Tri-Board meeting would benefit the budget discussions to have all three boards provide input into the budget.  If there are any particular questions from any of the Board members they should be brought up to the Town Manager’s Office.
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Ms. Engel, to schedule a Tri-Board Meeting on Monday, April 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. with a location to be determined.  Voted (7-0)
Request for Reimbursement of Water Testing Fees from Thad King
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Ms. Engel, to waive the 2nd reading policy.  The motion was withdrawn.  Mr. Reich noted he is not prepared to waive the second reading as there are many questions to be answered prior to a vote.  Mr. Reich noted that the Edgemere Condominium Association received a similar list of bills owed but Edgemere was able to show that all of the bills the State claimed were not paid, were paid based on Edgemere’s receipts.  The motion and second were rescinded at this point.  Mr. King noted that Jeff Jylkka went through the payments to the State and found what was actually paid.  Mr. King found that the balance of line items left for the Town of East Hampton is $19,000.  Unfortunately the Town and State are able to dispose of records through the State’s record retention system and most documents from the time period noted have been destroyed.  Mr. King is asking that the Town and Board of Education pay the remainder of the lab testing fees for tests done for them.  The State Department of Public Health (DPH) is requiring these fees be paid by Mr. King.  Chairperson Anderson asked that the Town Manager get validation of the fees owed from DPH prior to any payments being made.  The letters from Mr. King will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Town Manager Report

Update on DPH Consent Order on Well at Town Hall
Mr. Maniscalco reported that when a new water operator was brought in he found that a number of violation notices were not properly posted and as a result it brought about an inspection by the Department of Public Health.  During that inspection they found that the well height is at the same level as the parking lot which allows salt and oils to go down to the well.  A consent order was received to raise the well height above the ground with fill around it.  During the process of raising the well, holes were found in the well casing.  The findings of the holes in the well casing were required to be reported to the State and another consent order was received mandating the town remedy the situation.  The first thing that will be tried is to sleeve the well casing.  Drilling another well is not an option due to the sanitary radius needed.  DPH asked about the Town connecting to Eversource’s water but at this time they are not interesting in allowing the Town to connect.  Work will be done this weekend on the well.  An issue that arises with turning the water off on a weekend to fix the well is that the town is required to provide water to anyone taken into holding as a prisoner by the Police Department.  The Town would need to contract with another town to hold prisoners.  There is a possibility that a water truck could be brought in to remedy this situation.
Update on DPW Fire
Mr. Maniscalco reported that a structural engineer inspected the bay where the fire occurred.  The beams will need to be replaced as well as the roof decking for that bay and the surrounding bays.  The electrical in the roof, lighting and garage doors will need to be replaced. The garage door motors will need to be replaced as well.  The other truck that was damaged is currently being repaired and will be reimbursed by insurance.
Update on Christopher Brook Project
A pre-construction meeting and public information meeting are currently being scheduled in the next few weeks.  Tree work in the area has begun.
The State Budget was released with approximately $300,000 in ECS Funding to the town.  Information hasn’t been received regarding other grants.

Mr. Maniscalco met with CT DEEP, Public Works and Parks & Recreation regarding the work on the Airline trail extension which will begin when the weather improves.  The culvert will be replaced on Forest Street.  The Public Works crew will do the finish work on the trail which will provide the in-kind cost for the project.
Mr. Maniscalco met with CT Natural Gas regarding the condition of the pavement on Main Street due to the gas line work.  CNG may do some small temporary repairs and a bigger portion of the paving project will be worked out later.
Mrs. Anderson asked what the financial obligation is for the Public Works fire.  Mr. Maniscalco reported that the deductible is $10,000 for the facility.  The insurance will reimburse the Public Works staff to repair the damaged truck.  The town will get the fair market value from the lost truck.

Mr. Reich asked for signage for the Public Information Meeting for Christopher Brook.

Appointments

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to appoint Angelus Tammaro as an alternate on the Planning & Zoning Commission with a term through December 31, 2017; and to move two alternate members of the Middle Haddam Historic District Commission to full members – Regina Starolis with a term through December 31, 2019 and Christopher Dart with a term through December 31, 2020.  Voted (7-0)
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $174.67.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks

Dennis Wall, Beechcrest Drive, asked about Route 66 in front of CVS and the water ponding issues.  Mr. Maniscalco noted the State is still working on that issue.
Judy Isele, Wangonk Trail, commented on a difficult budget season.  She also commented that more background information could be provided on the water testing questions.
Mike Mohr, 81 Tarragon Drive, commented that the budget is reasonable.  He is glad the Center School/Town Hall project is being kept separate; the decision made on that project will be on this Council.  He is happy to hear there is a Tri-Board meeting. He also commented on whether the schools are lagging or leading.
Emily Wilson, 47 North Maple Street, supports the 1.7% budget increase.  She would like the budget to go to the voters to decide.
Karen Johansmeyer, 14 Penny Corner Road, Portland, asked for information related to the 250th anniversary for the town and would like to have the fife and drum corps included.
Dean Michelson, 127 Tartia Road, thanked the Council, Mike Maniscalco and his staff for the assistance provided related to the fire at Public Works.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

Chairperson Anderson reminded Council members that any comments on the Plan of Conservation & Development are due in May 3rd.
The Board and Commission Summary for March was provided to Council.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Ms. Engel, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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