Town of East Hampton
Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday March 8, 2016
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room

DRAFT MINUTES
Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo, Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Not Present: Vice Chairperson Ted Hintz
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Ms. Engel to move items 9.a.1 and 9.a.2 and move them to items 6.a.1 and 6.a.2 and renumber the rest of the agenda accordingly.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Workshop of February 16, 2016 and the Town Council Regular Meeting of February 23, 2016.  Voted (5-0) in favor with Mr. Brown abstaining. Note that Ms. Engel was not present for the Feb. 16 workshop.
Presentations
None
Public Remarks
Marty Podskoch of 43 O’Neill Lane, member of the Chatham Historical Society, stated that it came to the historical society’s attention that the historical Apollos Arnold House was to be demolished to make a parking lot and this sent tremors through their hearts.  As a result of research done in Hartford they’ve found that this building dates to 1760. He mentioned that he’s sure the Council was not aware of the age of the building when instigating the purchase, but urges the Council to take another look at its possible use. He gave the background history of the building.
Sandy Doran of 60 Colchester Ave., President of the Chatham Historical Society, urged the Town Council to vote no to demolishing or moving the Apollos Arnold (AKA Joseph Park) House. This is the only 18th Century structure remaining in the Village Center, dating to 1760. She stated the best solution is to repurpose it as a conference or cultural center or a town department. The front of the house could be kept intact and the back addition demolished for parking. She stated that this house fits into the Town’s Plan of Conservation and Development. 
Margaret Faber of 45 Schoolhouse Lane, member of Connecticut’s Historic Preservation Council and life member of the Chatham Historical Society, stated that she is concerned because all five scenarios from the Friar Report show demolition for the Apollos Arnold house to be used as a parking lot. She strongly objects to it being demolished or removed. The property is listed as a contributing resource to the Belltown National Register Historic District which gives it protection from unreasonable destruction by the CT Environmental Protection Act, or CEPA – a process which is already underway should the town continue down this path. Ms. Faber also noted the moving the structure is not an acceptable preservation solution. The house qualifies for survey and planning grants, the next round of funding closes April 15. She gave the Council a copy of a PowerPoint presentation regarding the house.

Kathleen Browns of 14 Edgerton St., stated that she and her husband have lived in East Hampton for six years, both care deeply about the town and both run businesses in town. She feels very strongly about this house. The town is on a precipice of growth and change. Demolishing the house is something that cannot be undone, the house has stood there for 200 years and we need to consider whether it is our right as stewards of the culture and character of this town to undo that. She asks the Council to consider keeping that house in its place to maintain the scenic character of our town as we are a tourist destination. She also noted that this house is the first place daffodils bloom in spring. 
Kevin Toulemery of 110 Kinney St in Amston, a historian and lecturer (in E. Hampton) stated that the Apollos Arnold house is significantly important in the history of the town as an illustration as the type of homes built in E. Hampton during that time period in which the town was getting started. The house sitting on the knoll is significantly important; he noted that the house is on the Old Home Day parade route and that it would be a significant loss for the town if demolished.
Salvatore Nucifora of 147 Colchester Ave., member of the Chatham Historical Society, stated that he was at the meeting in which the town voted to approve the purchase of the property of 2 Bevin Blvd. and that the prospect of demolition was not brought up at that time so it was a surprise to the Historical Society when they learned of it. Considering the new information on the age and historical importance of the building he asks the Council to maintain the property and build a parking lot around and/or behind it. He noted that state grants can be used to refurbish it and suggested use of storage or other use for the house. 
Mike Doran of 60 Colchester Ave., member of the Chatham Historical Society, stated that since the parking lot at Center School will not be used for school busses any longer, the green and circle in the middle of the lot can be eliminated, providing much more room for parking on that side of the school.

Mary Ann Dostaler of 56 William Drive stated that she was at the December 21, 2015 meeting in which the town voted to purchase the property at 2 Bevin Blvd and that the intention for the property was not disclosed at that time. If the Council is considering leaving the property in place as a historical structure she urges them to consider backing out of the purchase so as not to spend the tax payer’s money on the structure.
Warren Edwards of 9 Oak Knoll, stated that he has lived in town since 1936. He would hate to see the Apollos Arnold House destroyed because of its long history. He asks the Council to really think it through; it could be refurbished and opened to the public.

New Business
Funding Options for Dispatch: 
Finance Director Jeff Jylkka presented two funding options for dispatch services as outlined in the document provided to the Town Council. The Town will need to fund $549,313 for the Glastonbury/East Hampton Dispatch. Mr. Jylkka, Mr. Maniscalco and Police Chief Cox answered questions posed from the Council regarding the funding. 
Funding Options for Christopher Brook: 
Mr. Jylkka presented funding options for the Christopher Brook project associated engineering costs. The total estimated shortfall is $401,906. After discussion and question, the Council expressed their intent to bond the Christopher Brook project. 
Bids & Contracts
Christopher Brook Culvert Project
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, that contingent upon funding, the Council agrees to approve the recommendation of Guerrera Construction Co. of Oxford to perform the work at Christopher Brook in the amount of $595,502.  Voted (6-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations
Resolution for 250th Anniversary of the Town
2017 is the 250th Anniversary of East Hampton. Mr. Piteo presented a first draft of a resolution and asks the Council to take a look at it, comment on it, and they can finalize it at their next meeting. Discussion was held on the make-up of the members of the Committee and it was agreed that a press release would be issued, along with information on the town website, asking for public volunteers. There was discussion on how the members would be chosen. 
Continued Business
Update and Discussion on Center School Project
Chairperson Anderson clarified in regard to the discussion on the property at 2 Bevin: the Town does not currently own that property and therefore cannot take action on the structure.  Mr. Maniscalco stated that they are waiting to review the contract, which was just received this same afternoon by the attorney. Ms. Engel and Mr. Philhower noted that talking about that property should be an agenda item for the next meeting.
Mr. Maniscalco sent out a proposal that he reviewed today. He will be discussion it further with the project manager and will be in touch with the Council members. 

Status Report from Charter Revision Commission
There is a public hearing and a regular meeting of the Commission scheduled for March 9, 2016 at 6:00 in the High School Library.  
Certification for Transition Grant for Dispatch
Ms. Engel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Philhower, that Chairperson Anderson sign a certification so that Glastonbury can receive a $250,000 transition grant for dispatch.  Voted (6-0)
Set Public Hearing for Inter-municipal Agreement for Dispatch
Ms. Engel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Piteo, that the Public Hearing be held at 6:15 p.m. on March 22, 2016 in the Town Hall meeting room, prior to the next Town Council meeting. Voted (6-0).
Town Manager Report
Update on Dispatch
Mr. Maniscalco stated that everyone involved is working very hard on the dispatch project and is pleased with the efforts of all including Mr. Jylkka, Mr. McMahon, Chief Cox and more.

Middlesex Hospital Paramedic Fee

Cuts to state funding are causing the Middlesex Paramedics to pass along additional fees to the towns.  East Hampton will be charged $1 per capita fee for medic services, which is an essential service for our community.  For the next five years an additional dollar each year will be added, therefore we will be charged $5 per capita five years from now. Discussion included possible other options, and if there are any.  Discussion also occurred around the way that this fee is being presented by a public non-profit and what that means for our community. Mr. Maniscalco will send documentation on the medic’s costs to the Council.
Route 66 Bridge Project

The project is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2018. The DOT is planning to pull the culvert out and replace it (the bridge by American Distilling/Subway).  There are two proposed plans: one involves closing the road for 3-4 days and including a detour, the other plan keeps at least one lane of the road open the entire time. The latter plan is recommended by the Town as the local roads will not be able to sustain the amount of tractor trailer traffic for a detour. Public hearings will be held in town in March or April and they are important to attend.
Department Head Budgets

Mr. Maniscalco sent out an executive summary of department head budgets.

Mr. Piteo asked if Mr. Maniscalco had heard from Mr. Bevin regarding the dam. The lake is still very low, which might be good for people wanting to put their docks out. At a certain point the dam has to be stopped from flowing. Mr. Maniscalco will try to procure a timetable from Mr. Bevin on closing the dam.

Additionally, Mr. Maniscalco and Mr. Brown met with Eversource regarding possible sale of Town Hall to them. They seemed interested and will get back to Mr. Maniscalco on this item.
Appointments
None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Reich and seconded by Mr. Brown to approve tax refunds in the amount of $482.38.  Voted (6-0)

Public Remarks

None
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

Chairperson Anderson stated that the Council’s packets include correspondence from the Middle Haddam Library looking for their annual $20,000. They included supporting documents for their budgetary needs.
The Board and Commission summaries will be included on the website.
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower and seconded by Mr. Reich to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  All voted in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
