Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, February 23, 2016
Town Hall Meeting Room

MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Council Members Melissa Engel, Ted Hintz, Jr., Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Not Present:  Pete Brown
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.  

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (6-0)
Executive Session
Attorney Client Privilege Communication – Board of Education Litigation
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to enter Executive Session at 6:33 p.m. for Attorney Client Privilege Communication – Board of Education Litigation, with the Town Manager invited into the session.  Voted (6-0)
Executive Session ended at 6:37 p.m.

Possible Action on Executive Session Item
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to have the Town Council Chair send a letter to the Board of Education related to the litigation as read.  Voted (6-0)
The letter will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of February 9, 2016.  Voted (5-0-1) Mr. Hintz abstained.
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to move Item 10C – Discussion of Canine Police Program to Item 6A.  Voted (6-0)
Presentations

Discussion of Canine Police Program
Ms. Engel discussed the possibility of a police canine program.  Many people from the community have expressed their desire to help with the costs of the program.  A group has been formed called the Belltown Canine Challenge.  One meeting has been held and many generous donors have called to donate.  A fundraiser will be held on Sunday, April 3rd at Angelico’s to support the event.  By consensus of the Council, it was agreed to proceed with the canine police program.  The initial funding would be through the fundraiser but there would be yearly fees with funding needed through the budget process.  Chief Cox provided an overview of the ongoing training for the dog and the officer.  
Public Remarks

Marty Podskoch, 43 O’Neill Lane, commented that he would like to see solar and/or geothermal in any new facilities projects for the town.  He would like to see a Clean Energy Task Force member on any building committee formed for the project.
Randy Cavanaugh, 7 Markham Road, commented in support of the police canine program.
Jennifer Collingwood, Old Home Day Secretary, commented that Old Home Days would like to be involved in 250th anniversary of the town.
Bids & Contracts
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

None
Continued Business

Center School Project Update
Mrs. Anderson discussed the possibility of considering a building committee for the Center School project.  She does not feel the town is at the point yet to need a building committee, but a draft resolution for a committee was presented.  Mr. Hintz noted the building committee does not need to be formed until after the referendum.  
Mr. Maniscalco reported again that Colliers/SBS has been retained as the project manager for the project.  They will be providing a more accurate schedule for construction, reviewing budget numbers compared to other projects they have worked on to ensure we are more accurate, developing the RFP/RFQ for the architect and assisting in retaining architectural services and assisting in the State process for reimbursements.  The Council allocated $5,000 for the project manager.  They will give a second look at all numbers including total costs.
The workshop with Friar tentatively scheduled for March 1st has been postponed.

A meeting is scheduled with the Town Manager, Friar Associates and the Project Manager to look at a more cost effective plan for Center School and identify next steps and costs associated with them.  
Council members discussed the project options including the options for the two grades at Center School, ed specs and enrollment projections.  The progress will be reviewed at the March 8th meeting for a possible Thursday, March 10th workshop.  Expectations for the next workshop are plans that include and exclude Board of Education administration in the Center School building plan.
Status Report from Charter Revision Commission

Ms. Engel reported that the next meeting of the Charter Revision Commission will be a public hearing on Wednesday, March 9th at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Library followed by a regular meeting.
New Business

Discussion Regarding East Hampton’s 250th Anniversary
Mrs. Anderson reported that 2017 will be the 250th anniversary of the Town.  The Old Home Day Committee and Barbara Moore have expressed interest in helping to plan the activities. Mr. Piteo discussed some ideas for the anniversary.  He suggested forming a committee to plan activities for the event.  Mr. Maniscalco will draft a resolution to form the committee.
Town Manager Report

Update on Christopher Brook Project
The bids have been received and reviewed by the Town Engineer who has sent them on to the Department of Transportation for their approval.  The bid should come before the Council at the next meeting.  There will be a pre-construction meeting for the project that will be open to the public to provide information on the project.  Usually the pre-construction meetings are not open to the public but due to the high traffic nature of the road it will be best to educate the public on the project.
Update on Dispatch
Additional planning meetings have been held since the last Council meeting including a meeting with the Fire Department, EMS and Police Department.  The town has also applied for radio frequencies to the FCC since the Fire Department and EMS will need their own frequency since they currently share frequencies with other towns through KX.  The frequencies assignments are expected in approximately one month.  Glastonbury is planning a public hearing on the dispatch consolidation. After the public hearing, an MOU will be worked out between the two towns.  The Town Manager is working with the Finance Director to come up with funding options for the capital items.
Update on Chatham Health Complaint Form
At this time there is no policy for complaints for the Chatham Health District.  A form is given at each inspection so at this time a label will be created with contact information and will be put on the form.  The district will be working on a complaint policy.
Mr. Philhower suggested a work order system for the health inspections that would record when an application is received and when it is completed.  This information could be forwarded to each town so the time frame of inspections completed can be reviewed.

A question was asked about the process for the new Director of Health.  A job posting will be advertised and a sub-committee will be formed for interviews.  The chosen applicant also needs to be approved by the Department of Health.

Update on Plan of Conservation & Development
Workshops have been held regarding the POCD process.  All activities are on schedule to have the Plan of Conservation & Development updated by the July 1st deadline.
Other

In the Budget Policy Statement, a Tri-Board meeting was listed as an action item, however, the budget is well underway and a meeting won’t be held at this time.

A Capital Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the High School Library.

Mrs. Anderson asked how to testify at the Capitol about binding arbitration.  In the future if there are issues that the Council feels impact the town, how can they send information to the Capitol?  Mr. Maniscalco suggested a legislative agenda.
Mr. Reich asked about a STEAP grant received by Marlborough.  Mr. Maniscalco noted this is from last year’s grant applications.  The new applications have not been awarded yet. Ms. Engel noted that Melissa Ziobron provided information on where to send letters to OPM.
Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower to approve tax refunds in the amount of $3,738.64.  Voted (6-0) 

Public Remarks

Marty Podskoch, 43 O’Neill Lane, commented on the energy inefficiencies at the Board of Education building; how Center School gym will be utilized such as two tiers; grade levels in schools; the large number of building permits in town possibly adding to enrollment; and he will notify the Historical Society of the 250th anniversary of the town.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

Ms. Engel asked Mr. Maniscalco about the electrical panels at Center School for Old Home Day and any information on the complaint regarding the Airbnb.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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