MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Thursday, February 28, 2013 @ 6:30 pm
Location:  Town Hall – East Hampton 
                     



Minutes - Draft
1. Call to Order – Chairman Walsh called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.
2. Roll Call / Seating of Alternates – Roll call was taken.  Present were Commissioners Richard Walsh, Charles Roberts and alternates Colleen Mellen and Demian Battit.  Chairman Walsh seated Ms. Mellen and Mr. Battit.
Chairman Walsh made a motion to make the following amendment to the agenda:

#4a: Application #476, Peterson should be changed to Robinson and Tiffany should be    

      added to the application.

The motion was moved by Chairman Walsh and seconded by Alternate Mellen.  Motion passed: Yes: 4, No: 0

3. Public remarks - Items not on Agenda - None
4. Public Hearings
a. Application # 476, filed by Scott and Tiffany Robinson, regarding 63 Keighley Pond Rd., to add fencing and establish a new driveway.
           Chairman Walsh proposed splitting the application into 2 parts: The first to be discussed 

           is the driveway and the second to be the fence. 
           Part 1 – Driveway:

           Mr. Robinson presented a plan illustrating a proposed gravel driveway that would 
           run parallel to the road and a second gravel driveway closer to Rte. 66 which would

           provide additional parking.

           Mr.Robinson stated that the current parking spaces between the house and barn requires 
           walking down the road to access it which becomes a safety issue due to oncoming traffic. 

           He went on to add that the current driveway to the lower parking is too steep to access in 

           the winter and that the water run- off washes out the driveway.  Mr. Robinson spoke with 
           Mr. Hayden from Public Works and it was suggested that curbing be added to prevent the 

           water run-off and erosion of the existing driveway.  Jim Carey provided insight on the 

           town regulations and provided suggestions about improving the terrain on the property 

           such as a retaining wall or a paved apron in order to prevent the water run- off.   Mr. 
           Carey explained that the homeowner is requesting a driveway that exceeds the town 

           requirements. A brief discussion followed regarding possible solutions for the parking and 
           water run-off.  

           The public was given an opportunity to speak:

           Gina Ritchie of 56 Keighley Pond Rd requested that the Commission find the proposal
           inappropriate based upon Historic District guidelines.

           Wendy Latuch of 24 Keighley Pond Rd stated she had flooding on her property and that 

          The town came to her home and corrected the drainage issue that caused the water run-off.

          Nanette Woodcock of 1 Knowles Rd expressed her concern for the lack of information that
          is  needed to make a decision on this proposal and suggested that the homeowners seek

          professional advice for solutions to the issues they have.

          Doug Mackeown of 47 Keighley Pond Rd provided highlights from the letter he submitted

          to the board which opposed the application.
         Alternate Mellen suggested a site visit with Keith Hayden from Public Works and the 

         homeowners to get a better idea of the issues on the property and possible solutions.
         Chairman Walsh felt there was enough evidence to vote and stated that the boards purpose 

         is to illustrate the problems they see with the proposal.

         Chairman Walsh motioned to disapprove the parking as presented in parallel fashion

         and to return with alternate solutions.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Roberts.

         Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0  Motion to deny is passed.
         Part 2 – Fence:

         Mr. Robinson provided photos of the proposed fence.  He stated that he is requesting a

         6’ cedar fence with 2 panels between the house and Rte 66 for the purpose of 

         securing the dogs on the property.
         A brief discussion took place about the town’s regulations regarding fences.  The height

         and style of the fence was deemed problematic for the guidelines for the Historic District.

         Alternate Mellen stated that she did not oppose fencing, just the type that they were 

         proposing.  Commissioner Walsh suggested an on-site visit.

         The public was given the opportunity to speak:

         Steve Ritchie of 56 Keighley Pond Rd. offered suggestions as to appropriate types of 
         fences that would be deemed acceptable by the Historic District.

         Doug Mackeown of 56 Keighley Pond Rd stated that there was not enough evidence to

         make a judgement.

         Nanette Woodcock of 1 Knowles Rd. felt that the proposed fence is not in keeping with the

         period of the house.

         Commissioner Walsh motioned to deny the fencing as presented and to return with an

         alternate plan that is more detailed.  Alternate Battit seconded the motion.

         Vote: Yes:4; No: 0  Motion to deny passed.       

     5.  Approval of minutes & motions
b. October 25th and November 15th, 2012 minutes and motions
Alternate Colleen Mellen motioned to approve the minutes for October 25th as written, seconded by Chairman Walsh.  Vote:  Yes: 3; No: 0, Abstain: 1. Motion passed.
Chairman Walsh motioned to accept the minutes for November 15th as written, seconded by Commissioner Roberts.  Vote:  Yes: 3; No: 0; Abstain: 1.
Motion passed

6. Correspondence

c. Other – The Commission received a letter from Mr. Doug Mackeown regarding    


Application #476 which will be filed with the application.
     7. Reports

                  d. Expenditures- Chairman Walsh stated that he received a bill from the Middletown 
                      Press which he approved.
                  e. Other –  None
8. New business:
             f. Other- Commissioner Mellen reported the street lights being out on Blacksmith Hill

                Rd and Knowles Landing and whether or not the town was aware.  Chairman Walsh 

                suggested contacting the town or CL&P for clarification.

     9. Unfinished business

                  g. Other – Chairman Walsh reported vacancies on other commissions that 
                                   are in the process of being filled.  Commissioner Roberts inquired about 

                                   the status of the Blacksmith Hill Bridge.  Alternate Mellen 

                                   addressed his inquiry by referring to the October 25th minutes in which                             

           Chairman Royster was to correspond with Mr. Hayden for an update.  


          Commissioner Royster was not present this evening to provide an update.

    10. Public remarks – Nanette Woodcock asked the Commission to consider the owners 
                                        responsibility to maintain the property at 63 Keighley Pond Rd and the
                                        possibility of enforcing fines.
    11. Adjournment – Alternate Battit motioned to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner                


 Roberts.  



 Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
