MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

Thursday, March 22, 2012 @ 6:30 p.m.

Location:  Eaton Smith Meeting Room, East Hampton Town Hall

Minutes - Draft

1. Call to Order-   Chairman Royster called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.
2. Roll Call/Seating of Alternates-
Roll Call was taken.  Present were Commissioners James Royster, Charles Roberts, Gina Ritchie, and alternates Coleen Mellen and Christopher Dart.  
3. Public Remarks – Items not on Agenda – None.
4. Public Hearing- Continued
a. Application # 465, filed by Martin & Elizabeth Abbiatiello, regarding 30 Knowles Rd., to construct a sunroom and deck.

The members of the commission have received a new set of plans that were discussed.  Rebecca 
Tuscano-Moss reviewed some changes which included two canopies over the doors to the 
basement, upgraded the railing design, and changed the windows to Anderson’s.  The original 
proposed addition has been shrunk down, removed the sliding doors from the kitchen and put 
them in the living area, kitchen doors are French screens.  All changes are noted in red on the 
plans distributed at the meeting were reviewed.  

Mr. Bailey, Knowles Road, expressed his concern with the proposed flood lights and the loss of 
the night sky.


There was discussion of the proposed railing and request for more of a description.  The applicant 
did not have a sample of this for review.  


Commissioner Royster expressed several concerns with the proposed activity to this home, some 
of which included the hand rail, the free standing awnings are inappropriate,  the flood lighting, 
the addition of the staircase leading down, and the type of light facing the river was all of 
concern.    

After discussion, a motion was made by Commission Royster to deny Application #465 as 
there are several elements to the design that are not compatible or appropriate to the host 
structure.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Ritchie.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

5. Approval of Minutes and Motions
a. February 23, 2012 Minutes and Motions


The Minutes and Motions were approved by Commissioner Royster with the following 
corrections:  Application # 465, filed by Martin & Elizabeth Abbiatiello, regarding 30 Knowles 
Rd., to 
construct a sunroom and deck: and Rebecca Tuscano-Moss.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Mellen.  The motion passed unanimously.

6. Correspondence
a. Feb. 22, 2012 letter from Attorney D’Aquila. Commissioners felt comfortable with the letter of response that was sent from Attorney D’Aquila.  
b. Other
7. Reports

a. Expenditures – None
b. Other- 

8. New Business-  None
9. Unfinished Business
a. Blacksmith Hill Keystone Bridge 
Coleen Mellen reported it has been confirmed the Blacksmith Hill Keystone Bridge is listed as a contributing resource to the Middle Haddam Historic District on the National Historic Registry.  Commissioner Mellen discussed procedure of the town doing work to this property and how to address obtaining additional information for a plan of this property moving forward.  Commissioner Mellen plans on following up with the Interim Town Manager and Director of Public works Keith Hayden for additional information and will report back to this Commission.

10. Public Remarks- Robert Fitch, 27 Knowles Road, mentioned composite materials and asked if this was something that could be addressed in town.  Commissioner Royster stated some modern materials have been permitted, such as architectural asphalt roofing shingles, and that nothing would be rejected out of hand.   
11. Adjournment-  
There being no further business before this Commission, Commissioner Royster motioned to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Ritchie.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kamey Peterson

Recording Secretary

03-24-2012

All attachments are made part of these minutes and are available at Town Hall
