TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON 

CONSERVATION – LAKE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, August 8, 2013
7: 00 P.M.

EATON E. SMITH MEETING ROOM – TOWN HALL

MINUTES - Draft
Present: Chair Peter Zawisza, Vice Chair Allen Petell, Roger Abraham, Irene Curtis, Joe Carbonell and Marty Podskotch.  
Absent:  Mark Niosi, Nancy Selavka and Joe Mercieri
1.  Call to Order:  Chair Zawisza called this regular meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

2.  Seating of Alternates – Alternate Marty Podskotch was seated for voting. 
3.  Approval of Minutes of July 11, 2013
Ms. Petell made a motion to approve the minutes as written of the July 11, 2013 meeting; seconded by Ms. Curtis; Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed. 
5.  Public Remarks (taken out of order)
Patience Anderson, Board of Finance advised the Commission of their 2014 budget amounts.  She also updated the Commission on the grant status for the high school building project.  The Town was also awarded an Excellence in Reporting on our capital reports and the Town’s bond rating has gone up.  The Board of Finance is working on a Capital Improvement Policy (setting guidelines).   
(Joe Carbonell arrived at 7:10 p.m.)
4.  Communications and Liaison Reports
A letter came from the State regarding the Application for Safety Improvements at the Rte. 196/Rte. 66/Old Marlborough Road intersection.  
Ms. Curtis reported on the Inland Wetlands meeting.  Approval was given for reparations on sea wall on Wangonk. 

Mr. Abraham reported on the Town Council meeting where Dr. Knoecklien presented.  He was unable to present his power point presentation and he was questioned regarding why another study needs to be done.  

Mr. Carbonell reported that Dr. Knoecklien sent an application to the State for a grant for a study (free of cost to the Town) of invasive plants.  
6.  Plan Review 

6a.   Frank and Carrie Mohr – 59 East High Street
Frank Mohr was present and shared a memo stating his intentions for repairing the seawall at 59 East High Street.  Mr. Mohr is interested in restoring this dry-set wall to its previous condition.  He and several others will be moving the rocks by hand; no machinery, equipment, or cement/concrete will be used.  The rocks that fell into the Lake will be moved back.  He will be working above the water line (Attachment #1).  

A motion was made by Mr. Carbonell to pass on a favorable approval, seconded by Mr. Abraham; Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

Chair Zawisza asked Clerk Carducci to prepare letter.   
6b.  Town of East Hampton – South Beach – Wangonk.

Ms. Curtis recused herself regarding this item.  

The Public Works Department, Town, was going to do repairs from rain washing down and cutting the beach in half.  Inland Wetlands gave approval to continue, but want the Town Engineer to look into a permanent solution to the problem.  

Mr. Abraham made a motion to accept this resolution, seconded by MR. Carbonell, Vote: Yes: 4, No: 0; Abstain: 1 (Curtis), motion passes.  

c.  (This item was covered last month – put on this agenda by mistake)

7.  Old Business

a.  Sub-Committee Report on Education (Carbonell, Mercieri, Curtis, Selavka, Petell) – None 
8.  New Business 

a. Water Sampling 
Dr. Knoecklien asked for the study done by UConn in early 2000 at Seven Hills.  Vice Chair Petell will attempt to obtain through the James Carey/Building Department. 
Mr. Carbonell noted that Dr. Knoecklien plans to find out where we are now, and what, if anything has been done since 1993 on the lines of reassessment of watershed; identify the catch basins and culverts that need Town attention (rank these by priority); look into Federal nine-point watershed evaluations.  Mr. Hayden had a full-size map that showed catch basins entering the Lake.  Clerk Carducci will attempt to locate.   
The Commission also discussed dye testing, boat traffic, speed limit for boaters, the Bevin Dam, and algae blooms.  

b. Schedule meeting with George Knoecklien to inspect water testing equipment (repairing and replacing).  

This item was again erroneously put on this agenda.  It will not be on next month’s agenda.  
c. Research potential grants for water quality improvement and conservation purposes.
Chair Zawisza noted there was an article in the Hartford Courant stating Glastonbury received a STEAP grant for $200,000 to improve parking near their open space.  

9.  Public Remarks 
The Commission discussed the possibility of breaking up this Commission and forming two; one with an Agricultural focus and one with Lake focus.  
Conservation easements also need to be researched at Town Hall.  This information could be put on the GIS layer.  Conservation plates should be located in all subdivisions by the builders.   

10.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Abraham, seconded by Mr. Carbonell, meeting adjourn at 8:10 p.m..  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Secretary                                                                                                                                                              
8-10-13
PAGE  
1

