TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON 

CONSERVATION – LAKE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, May 9, 2013
7: 00 P.M.

EATON E. SMITH MEETING ROOM – TOWN HALL

MINUTES 
Present: Chair Peter Zawisza, Vice Chair Allen Petell, Irene Curtis, Joe Carbonell, Joe Mercieri, and Marty Podskoch, and Nancy Selavka.   
Absent:  Roger Abraham, Mark Niosi.  
1.  Call to Order:  Chair Zawisza called this regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

2.  Seating of Alternates – Marty Podskoch was seated.  
At this time, Mr. Petell motioned to add to the agenda a presentation by Dr. George Knoecklien after Item #3; seconded by Mr. Carbonell, Vote: Yes: 7; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  
3.  Approval of Minutes – Minutes of April 11, 2013
Mr. Carbonell made a motion to approve the minutes as written of the April 11, 2013  meeting; seconded by Ms. Selavka ; Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0 , motion passed. 
Presentation by Dr. George Knoecklien
Dr. George Knoecklien, Northeast Research was present to advise the Commission as to his review of previous documents regarding Lake Pocotopaug.  
Dr. Knoecklien gave history before discussing the data he has absorbed so far, explaining limnology, the Clean Water Act, phosphorous, diagnostic feasibility studies, etc.  He explained that it has been relatively recent that we can understand what we do about lakes.  He explained the effects of phosphorous, oxygen, and warmth on lake water.  The ensuing data discussion was detailed.  The studies and sampling performed in the past and algae blooms were discussed.  His visit(s) to the area during rain revealed non-working catch basins, plants growing out of catch basins and basins full of sediment.  Motorized use of the Lake is not regulated, nor is speed, allowing disturbance on Lake bottom, especially in shallow locations. Dr. Knoecklien has started an action plan for the Lake; this will be shared with the Town Manager.  Group discussion took place.  
4.  Communications and Liaison Reports 
Mr. Petell reviewed information obtained on several timber harvests in Town.  
5.  Public Remarks - None
6.  Plan Review 

a.  2 Raymond Road – Pave/Re-pave Driveway
The applicant is installing a pre-built one-car garage and new driveway, with new area and entrance/exit.  The applicant was not present.  It was noted that no silt fencing was used.  One entrance/exit is on Raymond Road and one is on Lake Drive.  The amount of coverage was not noted, no size, etc. were given.  

A motion was made by Mr. Carbonell to forward an unfavorable letter to the Building Department, Inland Wetlands with a copy to the owner with this Commission’s concerns and asking who gave approval; seconded by Ms. Selavka; Vote: Yes: 7; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  
7.  Old Business

a.  Sub-Committee Report on Education (Carbonell, Mercieri, Curtis, Selavka, Petell)
Mr. Petell gave an overview of the Lake Cleanup; it was very successful.  Thanks go to all volunteered.  
Mr. Mercieri updated on Airline signage. Barry Ford is sending final forms and the State will be doing approval.  On the back of the rotary sign was determined to be a good location; permissions will be obtained and it would face the parking lot.  Prototype (sign containing pictures) was shown.  The post system was also shown.  The photos will need to be selected.  
Mr. Petell spoke of items for Old Home Day, plans for shift coverage, etc.   

8.  New Business 

a. Water Sampling 
b. Schedule meeting with George Knoecklien to inspect water testing equipment (repairing and replacing).  

Ms. Selavka reported that we now have a procedure list, our oxygen sensor is working, and anyone who wants to go out is welcome. The disc collector and ropes are fine, ready to drop in the Lake.  The plan is for twice a month.  One person can collect, one can write; it can go very fast.  The samples can be dropped off within 24 hours to Columbia Labs (providing they are refrigerated in between).  Dr. Knoecklien did the first samples.  Ms. Selavka will alert the group by email prior to testing if anyone wants to go along.  

The missing sign on Lake/Staeth Road has been put back up.  It was suggested that the locations be revisited with the new Chief of Police.  
c. Research potential grants for water quality improvement and conservation purposes 
Depending on what happens with testing, we may qualify for grants.  

9.  Public Remarks - None
10.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Podskoch, seconded by Ms. Selavka, meeting adjourned.  
Respectfully submitted, 

TRANSCRIBED FROM DISC – CLERK NOT PRESENT AT MEETING

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Secretary                                                                                  
Approved 6-13-13
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