TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON 

CONSERVATION – LAKE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, June 14, 2012
7: 00 P.M.

EATON E. SMITH MEETING ROOM – TOWN HALL

MINUTES 
Present: Chair Peter Zawisza (arrived 7:12 p.m.), Vice Chair Allen Petell, Joe Carbonell, Irene Curtis, Joe Mercieri.  
Also Present:  Keith Hayden, Director, Public Works; Jennifer Carducci, Recording Secretary, and one member of the public.  

Absent:  Nancy Selavka, Mike Rose, Mike Brogan, 
1.  Call to Order:  Vice Chair Petell called this regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

2.  Seating of Alternates – Mr. Mercieri was seated.
3.  Approval of Minutes 
A.  Minutes of May 10, 2012
Ms. Curtis made a motion to approve the minutes as written of the May 10, 2012 meeting; seconded by Ms. Mercieri; Vote:  Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed. 
4.  Communications and Liaison Reports – None 
5.  Public Remarks - None
6.  Plan Review – None 

7.  Old Business

A.  Watershed Signs
Public Works Director Hayden presented a map and explained to the Commission the sign location decisions made with Chief Reimondo (the legal traffic authority).  Hayden and Reimondo have driven the area and seven signs were installed at every possible “Entering Watershed Area”.  Mr. Hayden discussed the regulations that must be followed (Federal); visual effects of excess signage on smaller roads; and that these are informational/educational signs.  
(Chair Zawisza arrived 7:23 p.m. during above discussion.)

Vice Chair Petell turned the meeting over to Chair Zawisza at this time.  

B.  Sub-Committee Report on Education (Carbonell, Mercieri, Curtis, Selavka, Petell)
Vice Chair Petell reported on the progress the Sub-committee made at a recent meeting where the Airline Trail was discussed.  Signage (material, content and locations) were also discussed.  
After discussion, Vice Chair Petell made a motion that the Conservation Lake Commission fund the sign project for the Airline Trail (estimated $2,500 one (1) large and two (2) small metal signs and 16 handcrafted signs made by volunteers) to be purchased from 2011-12 funds; seconded by Ms. Curtis; Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0; motion passed.
Vice Chair Petell suggested this Commission keep the Town Council informed of their activities.  

Plantings at the trailhead were discussed.  Mr. Hayden stated that there is a landscaping plan, but it has not been funded.  Donations/volunteers were discussed.  

8.  New Business 

A. Pocotopaug Creek Clean Up
Mr. Hayden addressed the Commission regarding the area near Pocotopaug Creek and the Trail.  He explained that if you stand on the newly decked bridge, you can see where (mostly) cinder blocks and other debris had been deposited in the past.  Mr. Hayden asked if the Commission could assist in forming a “bucket brigade” to remove this debris.  Public Works has investigated all removal techniques (no machines or equipment can access this area) to no avail.  He estimates that with a good number of volunteers, the job could be accomplished in less than five or six hours.  Manual labor would be the manner of work, as a wheel barrow cannot even get in there.  Mr. Carbonell will bring it up at the next Friends of the Lake meeting.  Timing is essential since Trail will open in approximately three weeks.  After discussion, it was decided that volunteers would be sought for work on Saturday, June 30, from 8 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  A press release will be generated.  

B. Overview of Water Quality Sampling with Dr. Ken Wagner
Ms. Selavka was not at meeting to  update the Commission. 
Chair Zawisza stated Dr. Wagner is preparing and will send a contract for his services.  
C. Researching potential grants for water quality improvement and conservation purposes. 
A short discussion ensued regarding possible grants.  

Mr. Petell discussed the Commission’s involvement during Old Home Days.  After discussion, it was decided to man a booth on Saturday and Vice Chair Petell will coordinate the times/shifts from 12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
Mr. Petell advised that he has yet to hear regarding the Mascot.  He will follow up and report.  

Mr. Petell advised that the Education Sub-committee will not be meeting in July and August.  

Recording Secretary Carducci advised next meeting will be Thursday, July 12, 2012 (the first night of Old Home Days) and asked that all members please advise as soon as possible as to their availability for the meeting.  Mr. Carbonell will be unable to attend meeting.  

9.  Public Remarks 
Meg Right questioned the Commission regarding oxygenating the Lake, as discussed at the last meeting.  Dr. Wagner’s proposal has not yet arrived.  

10.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Vice Chair Petell at 8:25.  Meeting adjourned.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Secretary 
6-16-12

Approved 7-12-12 
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