BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

May 9, 2016
“MINUTES”
Present:  Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Charles Gotta
Absent:  Darin Hurne, Steve Palmer
Others Present: Fire Chief Greg Voelker, Assistant Chief Marty Swan, Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier, Charles Spakowski, Hunt Voelker, Phil Visintainer, Peter Freund, Christopher Lundquist, Steve Ritchie, Jim Burke
Chairman Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2016 regular meeting was made by Mr. Gotta and seconded by Mr. Germain. Voted 3-0.
A motion to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2016 workshop was made by Mr. Germain and seconded by Mr. Gotta. Voted 3-0.

Public Remarks: 
Chairman Salafia noted that Commissioner Hurne is out of town on business.
Jim Burke stated that the annual fireworks display will be held on August 20. The fundraiser has started, and $570 has already been raised. He asked all present for support and to mark the date on their calendars. 

Approval of Bills/Budget Report:   
A motion was made by Mr. Gotta, seconded by Mr. Germain, to put $13,684.00 from account #5320 on a purchase order to OccMed for required physicals (which will take place on May 19 & 25).  Voted 3-0 in favor.

A motion was made by Mr. Germain, seconded by Mr. Gotta, to purchase four Scott bottles from Shipman’s for a total of  $3,728.80 from the capital fund.  Voted 3-0 in favor.
A motion was made by Mr. Gotta, seconded by Mr. Germain, to purchase four helmets out of account #5652 (helmets, boots & coats) in the amount of $1,002.40. Voted 3-0 in favor.

Chief Voelker noted that Old Saybrook FD is liquidating their minotaur pagers and he has instructed Mr. Scranton to purchase ten of them when available at a price of $99 for the pager and two batteries. This will come out of account #5654 (radios & communication).

Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications: 
Chief Voelker received an agreement from Spillman, which is the agency that the Glastonbury dispatch will be using for software) that he was asked to sign. He gave it to Chairman Salafia to look over. This will be discussed at the special meeting scheduled for May 12, 2016.
Chairman Salafia noted that he had received and reviewed letters from the Town Manager and from the Inlands Wetlands/Watercourses Agency regarding the drill at Sears Park.

Chairman Salafia received a note from Assistant Chief Swan regarding potential changes to the Awards Program. He stated that he would like the membership to put ideas forth as well. Chief Swan noted that this was brought up to the membership at the April meeting and no one has yet responded with additional ideas.
Unfinished Business:  
A) Building repair workshop update: Chairman Salafia reported that the walkthrough occurred on April 20. He and Mr. Hurne will be soon meeting with the Town Manager and requesting a town employee to help coordinate contractors, etc. 
B) Update on code compliance work: Alarm work at Co#3 is complete. Mr. Freund presented a written update on the work at Co#1, which is attached to these minutes. He also stated that he needed to replace unacceptable wire at Co#1 with fire wire, so more wire will be needed than originally quoted/anticipated.
New Business:
A) Sears Park training incident: Chief Voelker explained that during a relay pumping drill at Sears Park, water accidentally eroded some of the beach. The Chief offered to fix the beach that evening, but the Park & Rec. department did not want to wait.  A discussion occurred on the phone calls and letters received by those present. Mr. Gotta noted his discouragement that this was highlighted in the way that it was in the email from the Town Manager. He stated that even though this mistake was made, the volunteers do so many things for the town that go unnoticed, and the town has a lack of resources, such as fixing the hydrants, to help the membership. Chairman Salafia stated that the issue is being looked into by the Chief and the Officers, and he will sit down with the Town Manager and let him know what becomes of it. 

B) BOFC vacancy: Chairman Salafia stated that Mr. Palmer will not be able to continue as a Fire Commissioner because of time constraints due to work and home life. A letter was requested from Mr. Palmer stating his resignation; this has not yet been received.

C) Award Program payout request: A motion was made by Mr. Germain, seconded by Mr. Gotta, to pay $2,500.00 to Harlan Bacon from his account as he meets all requirements to receive a payout at this time. Voted 3-0 in favor.

D) Server replacements & back-up solutions: Fire Marshal Klotzbier stated that both servers at both fire houses have died. He handed out a quote for replacements and back-up solutions. This issue will be discussed further at a special meeting scheduled for May 12, 2016. 
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Mr. Gotta and seconded by Mr. Germain to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m..  Voted 3-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
