BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

February 9, 2015
“MINUTES”
Present: Chairman Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Darin Hurne, Charles Gotta
Absent: Steve Palmer
Others Present: Fire Chief Greg Voelker, Assistant Chief Marty Swan, Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier, Phil Visintainer (Town Council), Charles Spakowski, M. Rich, Gerry Cloutier
Chairman Brett Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for January 12, 2015 was made by Darin Hurne and seconded by Charles Gotta.  Voted 3 in favor with Eric Germain abstaining.  
Public Remarks:  
Marty Swan circulated an article titled “Bill Introduced to Give Nation’s Volunteers up to $6,000 Tax Benefit”.  He asks that the Commissioners endorse the bill and write letters to our State Representatives and Senators stating so.  Chairman Salafia will draft a letter and circulate it; it will be voted on and signed at the March regular meeting.

Mr. Swan also stated that the Emergency Management vehicle that is parked at Co#3 is a possible safety problem.  The truck is blocking the kitchen and is very close to Engine 3-12.  It was decided that Chief Voelker will work with Fire Marshal Klotzbier to resolve the issues and report back in March.

Gerry Cloutier introduced himself to the Commission as the new Captain at Co #1.

. 

Approval of Bills/Budget Report:   Chief Voelker mentioned budget items for the fire house repairs in the spring such as the doors to the furnace rusting out in Co#2, repair to the stairs, Co#1 boiler needs repair in order to be certified.  
Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications:   
A) Letter from Phil Visintainer regarding Rivereast articles: The letter that Councilman Visintainer sent to the Fire Commission is attached to these minutes.

Unfinished Business:  

A) Tax Abatement and Awards Program: A motion was made to accept the 2014 tax abatement list as written by Darin Hurne and seconded by Eric Germain.  Voted in favor 4-0.  Another motion was made to accept the 2014 awards program list as written by Charles Gotta and seconded by Darin Hurne.  Voted 4-0 in favor.  
B) Discussion of background check vendor: Because Eric Germain hasn’t had a chance to review the information and Darin Hurne would abstain from a vote because of familial relation to the vendor, this issue will be tabled until the next meeting.
C) Ladder truck project update: Chief Voelker submitted the new ladder truck into the budget at $1.2 million.  Quotes received from Smeal and Pierce as of now.
D) Update on code compliance repair work to firehouses: C0 #3 repair work has been started.  On schedule for all electrical upgrades to be finished around 5/1/15.
New Business:
The Department is actively testing I Am Responding which has iCloud, Android and iPhone applications.  This item will go on next month’s agenda.
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Darin Hurne and seconded by Charles Gotta to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 p.m..  Vote 4-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
