BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

August 11, 2014

“MINUTES”
Present: Chairman Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Steve Palmer, Darin Hurne
Others Present: Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier, Hunt Voelker, Phil Visintainer (Town Council), Charles Spakowski, Alan Hurst (Board of Finance), Bryan Bochinski, Ken McGahee, Joe Guest, M. Rich, Dan Burdick, Martin Swan
Chairman Brett Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Eric Germain to approve the regular meeting minutes for July 14, 2014, seconded by Steve Palmer.  Voted 4-0 in favor.  
Public Remarks:  Marty Swan stated that some people have not received their statements from the rewards program from last year and that this is unacceptable.  Chairman Salafia noted that he will look into this and asked to be contacted by people that have not received their statements.  Marty suggested hand delivering the statements as had been done in the past, which would also save the department the cost of mailing.  
Brett Salafia stated that for the new year there has been progress with the bylaws and they may be ready for submission to the attorney.  There is a new secretary in place and better use will be made of the Firehouse software.  There are dry hydrants and that he will be working with the Town Manager to try and get to the bottom of this problem. 

Approval of Bills/Budget Report:  None submitted 
Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications:   Chairman Salafia received from Bryan Bochinski a spreadsheet of dry hydrants.  Seems that this is a structural issue for Public Works as it is not in the Board of Fire Commissioner’s budget to fix this problem.

Unfinished Business:  

A) Bylaw update: Draft presented to the Board today, they will review.  Chairman Salafia mentioned that he would like the Town Attorney to review.  
B) Physicals: There are still 4 outstanding physicals; company Captains have the authorization to remove gear from these individuals until physicals are completed.
New Business:
A) Complaint from Board of Education: Mr. Salafia believes that the complaint is not an issue to be addressed by the Board of Fire Commissioners.  He told the Town Manager this; Mr. Maniscalco will investigate the complaint and provide information if it needs to be addressed in the future.
B) New Ladder Truck:   Committee formed to look into purchase of new ladder truck
C) Budgeting next year and beyond: Will be starting next year with no new expenses, the town is looking toward a potential tax increase, the Board will need to keep this in mind.  An appropriate case will need to be built for the need for a new ladder truck.
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Steve Palmer and seconded by Eric Germain to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 p.m..  Vote 4-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
