BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
March 11, 2013
 “APPROVED MINUTES”
Present: Richard Dufour, Leroy Goff, Brett Salafia, Eric Valli and Eric Germain.
Others Present:  Chief Greg Voelker, Assistant Chief Ken McGahee, Deputy Chief Pete Freund, Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier, Joe Guest, Hunt Voelker, Charles Spakowski, Ken Royce, Charles Spakowski, Donovan Antalik, Rob Rainville, Paul Owen, Marty Swan, Jaime Owen, Marty Voelker, Jim Burke, Mike Rich, Jason Swan and Chris McDowell, Dan Burdick and Patti Burdick.
Chairman Richard Dufour called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Approval of Minutes:  
A motion was made by Brett Salafia and Leroy Goff seconded by to approve the February 19, 2013 Special meeting minutes. Vote 4-0 all in favor.
A motion was made by Leroy Goff and seconded by Brett Salafia to approve the March 5, 2013 Workshop minutes. Vote 3-0 all in favor and 1 abstention.

Public Remarks: 

Hunt Voelker read a statement with regards to a letter written by Paul Owen and his request to be considered as the membership Trustee that was read during the Fire Department quarterly meeting. Chairman Dufour replied to Hunt  with regards to the timeline of events and the letter written.

Mike Rich made mention of at the last town meeting the Town Manager is looking to hire a third party consultant to review the fire department. Mike also stated that the fire department and the personnel should have participation with the review. 
· Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier’s Report: The Fire Marshal’s report is attached and made part of these minutes.
· Fire Chief Greg Voelker’s Report: The Chief’s report is attached and made part of these minutes.

· Communications:  None.
Unfinished Business:
· New Truck:
Commissioner Dufour stated the truck bids were received on March 4, 2013. Mike Rich stated the bids were received from Pierce ($639,000) and KME ($611,000) with a $29,000 difference. After reviewing the bids just the price of the truck was $568,000  from Pierce and $539,000 from KME. The truck committee met yesterday and after committee review the committee would like to endorse Pierce as the truck. The KME truck had many exceptions and no local garage to do warranty work and they would have to send someone from Albany to get the vehicle.  A brief discussion followed.

A motion was made by Leroy Goff and seconded by Eric Valli to approve the truck committee recommendation to go with the Pierce Truck Specifications and to move forward with the process to the Board of Finance. Vote 5-0 all in favor.

A letter will be sent to the Board of Finance and copied to the Town Council of the Board of Fire Commissioners and Truck Committees recommendation.

· Background Checks/ Department Bylaws –Commissioner Salafia stated that he met with the Chief and came up with middle ground. The Chief suggested that this be written as a department directive and then incorporate them into the bylaws. Chief Voelker reviewed the suggested language. The Chief will send an email copy of this to the Commissioners for review for the next meeting. Marty Swan suggested the Executive Board receive a copy. The Chief stated that once out of the draft phase the membership will have a chance to review. 
· 2013-2014 Budget Review – Chairman Dufour stated that he didn’t receive an updated hard copy of the Town Managers changes. This item will be tabled to next meeting.
Old Business:

· Department Bylaws – Chairman Dufour asked the status of the bylaws and suggested that the bylaws move forwarded without the two stale mates.
· Awards Program– Chairman Dufour stated that at the last meeting a motion was made and even though a motion was made to give Shane Ferwerda a good year due to a doctor’s note. After review and entering the excused allowed by the doctors note, it still did not give the number needed to give a good year. Chairman Dufour asked for a motion to rescind the motion from last month.
A motion was made by Brett Salafia and seconded by Leroy Goff to rescind the motion to give Shane Ferwerda  a good year for the tax abatement with the doctors note presented by the Chief.  Vote 3-0 all in favor and 2 abstention.

· Discuss Fire Marshal Review of Firehouses – Chairman Dufour stated that after the review of the firehouse the Chief will be putting together quotes to start the various repairs. The Fire Marshal stated that if the Chief presents him with a letter he will extend out some of the dates. A discussion followed.

· Roybal Training Class – Chairman Dufour stated that this was covered under the Chiefs reported and the Chief has scheduled training. Assistant Chief Freund addressed the letter from Roybal with regards to his concerns. Assistant Chief Freund also addressed a service issue. A brief discussion followed.
New Business:
· Other Concerns  - None
· Public Remarks- None
A motion was made by Leroy Goff and seconded by Brett Salafia to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Vote 5-0 all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin A. Olzacki   
