TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
May 4, 2016
6:00 P.M. 
 TOWN CLERK’S VAULT

Minutes

Present: Melissa Engel, Lori Lanzi, Rolland Jackson, Anne McKinney, Michael Rose, Diane Achenbach-Zatorski, Sandra Wieleba (Town Clerk)

Absent: Pete Brown

1.Call to Order:  Chairperson Engel called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting April 20, 2016: Mr. Rose made a motion, seconded by Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of April 20, 2016. Voted 6-0 in favor.

3. Public Comments: None

4. Vote on changes to language in Chapter II Section 2.1 under Town Council section:
A motion was made by Ms. Lanzi and seconded by Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski to adopt the language for Chapter II, Section 2.1 as written.  Voted 6-0 in favor.

Based on the above vote, the proposed language for Chapter II, Section 2.1 is as follows:
At each biennial election there shall be elected seven members of the Town Council, hereinafter referred to as the "council", all for terms of two years, who shall serve without compensation. Not more than five of the members shall be of the same political party. No member shall hold more than one elected or appointed office under the government of the Town of East Hampton. During the term of office for which he is elected, and for one year thereafter, they may not be appointed to any position of remuneration within the said government.  This prohibition shall not preclude any elected official from volunteering in any capacity.

5. Review and possibly take action on new Section 1.4 – Establish procedures for holding a ceremony for newly elected officials: Discussion and review of this item occurred. 

Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKinney, to accept the new Section 1.4 as written. Voted 6-0 in favor. 

Proposed text for new Section 1.4 is as follows:  
Oath of Office
The Town Council and all elected officials of whom an oath is required by law, shall attend a ceremony on the first Wednesday following the regular election and biennially thereafter for the purpose of being sworn to faithfully discharge their respective duties. The duties of all officials shall commence immediately upon the taking of the oath. Any official unable to attend the ceremony should be sworn in by the Town Clerk of the town of East Hampton, Connecticut at their earliest convenience and prior to the first meeting.

6. Review and discuss charge #1 – Investigate and make recommendations related to the bifurcation of the Town Budget to provide a separate education and general government budget for the public to vote on at referendum: This charge and  was reviewed and discussed, including the process the budget would take if bifurcation becomes a reality for East Hampton. Those members present believe that bifurcation is a good idea. Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski noted that she is in favor of putting the question to the people and having them make the decision. Mr. Rose stated that giving people more democracy is never a bad thing. The next meeting will be dedicated to this topic.

7. Any other business to properly come before the Commission: Discussion occurred on the referenda and how the changes will be presented. Chairperson Engel noted that she would like to see the changes be presented in three questions; one on budget bifurcation, one on powers of appointment and a third on the other topics of language change grouped together. 

Town Clerk Wieleba will draft an invitation to the next public hearing specifically to the Chairs of the BOE, BOF, Republican & Democratic Town Committees and the members of those groups, the Superintendent of Schools, and the Town Manager.

8. Public Comment:  Patience Anderson stated that she enjoyed sitting in on the meeting and learning more about the issues discussed.

9. Adjourn: Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Rose, at 6:51 P.M. Voted unanimously in favor. 

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti
Recording Secretary
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