TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 20, 2016
6:00 P.M. 
 TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM

Minutes

Present: Melissa Engel, Anne McKinney, Pete Brown, Michael Rose, Diane Achenbach-Zatorski, Sandra Wieleba (Town Clerk)

Absent: Rolland Jackson, Lori Lanzi

1.Call to Order:  Chairperson Engel called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting April 6, 2016: Mr. Brown made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKinney, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of April 6, 2016. Voted 5-0 in favor.

3. Public Comments: 
Ted Turner of 223 Hog Hill Road noted that he will not be voting for Donald Trump in the upcoming election, but that he is correct about one thing: political insiders are pulling for who they want, not what the voters want. He feels that the same thing happens in East Hampton. He stated that one reason less than 30% of the town turns out to vote is because they feel their votes don’t count. Mr. Turner feels that the next highest vote-getter should get any open position and suggests perhaps a committee to replace within 30 days if that next highest vote getter does not want to apply. He feels this will take the politics out of it.

4. Review and discuss and possibly take action on charge #2 – Explore the options by which to fill vacancies of elected positions. Chapter VI Sec. 6.4.:  At the last meeting the group came to the consensus that the person filling the vacated position should be of the same political party as the person vacating the position. 

Ms. Lanzi did some research into towns with similar populations and demographics in CT and found that all the towns she looked into used their Town Council or Board of Selectmen as the appointing commission. Kurt Comisky sent a letter to the Commission stating his support for the Town Council to be the appointers; it was noted that he also did a lot of research before writing his thoughts.  Chairperson Engel noted that she had shifted her thinking back to having the Council do the appointing in light of the research and hearing arguments for and against this. She wondered what will be more salient with the voters. Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski noted that she thinks the voters will decide that the Council should make the decision based on what happened this past year. All Commission members present now feel that the Council should be the responsible appointing body. There was discussion of terms, and whether the next highest vote getter should be appointed always.  

Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKinney, to vote to change the current language on charge #2, Chapter VI Sec. 6.4. (Vacancies in Elective Offices) to the proposed language. Voted 5-0 in favor.

The proposed language of this section now is:

Whenever a vacancy in an elective office occurs, the council is the appointing authority so designated by law, to fill the vacancy by appointment for the unexpired portion of the term or until the next biennial elections, whichever shall be sooner. That vacancy shall be filled by a member of the same political party as the member that vacated the seat.

A motion was made by Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski to add consideration of when to seat and swear in newly elected officials to the agenda as item  4a. Second by Ms. McKinney. Voted 5-0 in favor. 

4a) Consideration of when to seat and swear in newly elected officials:  Discussion occurred around when the swearing in of officials occurs. Now they are being sworn in at the committee’s next regular meeting after the election (with the exception of the Council). It was suggested that the swearing in should occur the next day for ALL elected officials, to include a big ceremony. The possibility of a catastrophic event was raised; if something were to happen then there is the potential for un-seated people to be making decisions for the town if the newly elected are not sworn in right away. State statutes were checked, including what was available information for the BOE. This will be checked on further. 

The proposal is to add a section to Chapter I of the charter (Incorporation and General Powers). This would be section 1.4 and will state: 
The council, Board of Education, Board of Finance, Zoning Board of Appeals and Board of Assessment Appeals shall hold a meeting on the first Wednesday following the regular biennial town election for the purpose of swearing in new membership.

This item will be discussed further and voted on at the next meeting.  Members will get further input on the suggestion above.

5. Review and discuss charge #1 – Investigate and make recommendations related to the bifurcation of the Town Budget to provide a separate education and government budget for the public to vote on at referendum: This item was tabled – to be discussed at the next meeting when more members are present. 

6. Any other business to properly come before the Commission: None

7. Public Comments: None

8. Adjournment:  Mr. Brown made a motion, seconded by Ms. Achenbach-Zatorski, to adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m. All voted in favor.


Respectfully submitted,


Eliza LoPresti
Recording Secretary
Approved by vote of the Commission
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