Town of East Hampton

Commission on Aging (COA)
Thursday, March 13, 2014
East Hampton Senior Center
MINUTES

Present:  Vice Chairperson Mary Jo Shafer, Commission Members Jodi Brazal, Patricia Dufour, Sue Greeno (arrived at 4:15 p.m.), Ann McLaughlin and Richard Sheehan.  Also present was Senior Center Director JoAnn Ewing.
Not Present:  Cynthia DelFavero
Call to Order: 
Vice Chairperson Mary Jo Shafer called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. at the East Hampton Senior Center. 
Approval of Minutes:
The December minutes will be approved at the next meeting. 
Public Comment:

None

Correspondence:  

A resignation letter was received from Chairperson Cynthia DelFavero.  Her last meeting will be in April.  
A motion was made by Ms. McLaughlin, seconded by Ms. Dufour, to accept the resignation of Cynthia DelFavero.  Voted (5-0)
Senior Services Report: 
Ms. Ewing reported that the budget workshop will be held on March 14th from 1pm to 4pm.  She requested $25,000 for two part time employees.  The Town Manager submitted $3,000 for additional staff time.  The Board of Finance and Town Council still need to approve the budget. The commission discussed staff to resident ratios and safety at the Senior Center.  Also, the 2nd week of April is Volunteer Week.
New Business

Volunteerism
April 10th at the Senior Center

Activities will be held at the Senior Center on April 10th for Volunteer Week.
St Luke’s Eric Rodko
Eric Rodko of St Lukes discussed the Friendly Visitor/Friendly Shopper program and other programs provided by St Lukes.  They will be doing some informational workshops on the programs offered especially related to transportation.
COA Chairperson
The commission members discussed having co-chairs until another member is appointed and there is someone who would like the chairperson’s position.
Senior Center Policy Review and Assistance
The Commission on Aging needs to approve policies related to the Senior Center such as PCA’s leaving clients unattended at the center; Senior Center ratios; medication; food programs etc.
A motion was made by Ms. Dufour, seconded by Ms. McLaughlin, that the Commission on Aging will approve written policies for pertaining to the Senior Center, written by JoAnn Ewing with assistance from Pat Dufour.  Voted (6-0)
Old Business: 
Transportation
There was discussion regarding a possible sign for the parking lot stating “Reserved for Persons with Limited Mobility”.
Ms. Ewing had a meeting with seniors regarding transportation.  Topics included transportation issues, the scope of needs, one on one transportation and emergency room pickups.

Ms. Ewing presented the Town Manager with a proposal for funding for a matching grant program to use two vehicles for medical needs and appointments.
Past Issues
Security System at the Senior Center
Food Quality at the Senior Center
Brochures - Feedback
Parking Signs
These items will be discussed at the next meeting.
Housing Authority Report:  
Ms. McLaughlin reported that there will be a pre-bid meeting for the roofing and paving at Chatham Acres on March 31st with the bid opening on April 11th.
Public Comment:

Cheryl Tyler asked what the Commission on Aging can do to influence the budget decisions.
Nelson Maurice commented on ways to get people to attend the monthly meetings.

Hunt Voelker commented on the budget and homebound seniors and how to reach out to them.

A resident commented on a fee imposed by the Chatham Health District related to septic system pump out fees.
Adjournment: 
A motion was made by Ms. McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. Sheehan, to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois

Recording Secretary 
