East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission Meeting April 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the town hall meeting room. Betty Sennett, Kevin Gunning, Sheila Tomlinson, Carol Lane and Melissa Pionzio were present. Shirley Brooks, Val Bozzi and Kristen Walsh recused themselves because they are affiliated with the groups/organizations that have applied for the EHACC grants to be discussed.  
Minutes from EHACC March 19 meeting approved.
No Public Comment 
Newly appointed East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission member Robert Brand was welcomed. He is a retired social worker with the State of CT, a world traveler, arts and culture appreciator and has a background in wine and is fluent in French. 
Grant Interviews
Procedures – Commission members explained to the guests the procedure for the grant interviews, including the fact that it is the very first time the commission is offering them. 
Interviews 
Epoch Arts - Deb Robinson represented and gave an explanation of what the organizations does including offering three arts sessions, summer camps, dances for teens/Brookside Nights. They have fundraisers such as Haunted House and a tag sale. Epoch would like to expand culturally. They held Island Night in March, which created the feeling of walking into a particular culture with music, food, art. The event is culturally expansive and fun and draws in the community. The grant money would be used to offer a few more cultural nights during the year and connect the youth in the organization with professional artists to create art together. The more resources they have the more opportunities they can offer. The artists are drawn locally from the artists in the area and through connections made at Epoch. The first Caribbean Cultural night drew in about 50 people.  Student participants are all types of children, there are at some at risk students, but there are many classic mainstream participants as well. The ages of the children range from 3 through high school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Podium Players - Meghan Gagne and Roy Gauthier represented. Podium is a non-profit theater group that has existed for 50 plus years with a focus on musicals and straight plays. The goal is to bring back a family multicultural musical. They have done smaller shows – The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, with cast members from the community. The next show is East Hampton’s Got Talent, a fundraiser to help bring them up to their financial goal and be able to put on another large production. The community has told Podium that they want more opportunities for adults and children to work on a production together. The grant money would support the East Hampton’s Got Talent Show, which includes all talents, singing, drama, monologue, instruments etc. There are age categories so a 6 year old wouldn’t be competing against an adult. The community is able to vote by smartphone along with a panel of three judges from the community and the votes are immediately tallied. There are prizes in each category and an overall prize for best in show. There was a big audience last year when the event was offered at the high school for the first time. Because of the current high school construction project, the event will be held at the middle school. Theater productions are very expensive, and the group is all volunteer. There is some money paid to show directors, but mostly it’s all done on a volunteer basis. They have participants that have been in the program for several years, and it is rewarding to see the multi-generational cast members work together. Podium plans to do a survey after the event to get feedback. 
Chatham Historical Society – Sandy Doran represented the group. Formed in 1963, the society is always fundraising to keep its three buildings on Bevin Boulevard going. They would like to create 30, 81/2 x 11 PVC signs that would illustrate their collections. They have docents at their open houses and the annual fall festival on the historical society grounds, but some people like to take a self-guided tour, many are newcomers to town and want to learn about its history. The signs would help with self-guided tours. Members visited several local historical societies and every artifact has a sign next to it. They would like to give a detailed history of Middle Haddam and shipbuilding, the town’s bell industry. They have searched various sign companies, and 30 would cost about $360.  They will have a committee that will research and prepare the information for the signs. The society has about 25 active members and there are individuals who support the society financially. 

East Hampton Senior Center Belltones and Bellchimers – Members Roberta Pupecki and Joyce Chamis represented. The program has been in existence 12 years for the Belltones and 10 years for the Bellchimers. They go into the community and play at rehab centers, schools, any place that would like to hear music, especially folks in nursing homes who can’t get out. They play music from the 1940s, 50s and 60s and when the elderly listeners hear the music, they brighten up and start singing along. It really lifts their spirits. The group is all volunteer, they don’t fundraise, they do it all on their own. They raised funds to buy the chimes, but they don’t charge to perform. They need music stands and a second dolly/cart to carry their heavy equipment, which is what the grant money would be used for.  Stands were donated from a school when the school got new stands. Sometimes their music falls off the stands while they are performing. The group has all ages and there is no musical experience required to participate. The notes are written in pink and blue so if you know your colors and have some retention of timing, it can be done. The performances are like music therapy not only for the audience but for the members. They performed at Center School and the kids were thrilled. The senior bus brings them to their performances if it’s available or they carpool with their own vehicles. They have played at Middlesex Hospital foyer, at the Wadsworth Athenaeum at Christmastime and anywhere they are invited to play. They have their own set of chimes and borrow a set from a church in Middle Haddam. Everyone is welcome to participate, they advertise through word of mouth and in the senior center newsletter. The group reaches out to various organizations, and they are asked back every year, they are very busy performing. They practice every Wednesday starting at 12:30 with chimes and 1:30 for vocal. The public is welcome to visit and listen. 
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission went into executive session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss the grant presentations.  The commission came out of executive session at 8:12 p.m.  The commission will officially vote on the grant recipients after communicating with the town ethics commission regarding guidelines for awarding a grant. 
High School Digital Art Award  - the EHACC May meeting will be held at the Sears Park Pavilion where selected students will be presented with awards for their artwork. The artwork will be hung in the town hall gallery for the month of June. 
Commissioner reports and announcements. Goodspeed is holding a tour of its new costume facility the Barrington Costume Center, a climate controlled facility, on April 21 at 1 p.m. The East Hampton Art Association will host an art demo with Bob Noriega on oils at the library at 7 p.m. on April 22; Joseph N. Goff House hosts another First Friday in the Village is on May 1. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

