The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission Meeting March 19, 2015 was held at 6:30 p.m. at the Middle Haddam Library. Commissioners Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Elizabeth Sennett, Carol Lane, Sheila Tomlinson and Melissa Pionzio were present. Regrets, Kristen Walsh and Val Bozzi.   
Call to Order
Approval of Minutes from Feb. 19 meeting with a small typo change under Old Business, B
No public comment	
Old Business
[bookmark: _GoBack]a.       East Hampton Arts & Culture Grant Applications – Four applications were received from Epoch Arts, Chatham Historical Society, Podium Players and the East Hampton Senior Center bell choir program.  Shirley Brooks recused herself because she is a member of the Chatham Historical Society board, and the CHS has applied for a grant. Members said they liked each proposal and the programming that would be supported through the grant funding. Podium Players proposed to fund its East Hampton’s Got Talent Show; Chatham Historical Society would like to complete an identification process of all its exhibits; Belltones Chimes & Vocals at the East Hampton Senior Center would like to purchase music stands for the weekly group; Epoch Arts would like to expand its cultural opportunities from one to four per year, which will help pay for artists and materials. Commission members decided to interview each applicant at the EHACC meeting in April, to learn more about the proposals and in some cases, ask for more information on how the money would be used. Commissioners discussed how we could reach out to more people/groups in the future so more would apply for the grants. Since the bell program is a Senior Center program, commissioners felt it would be a good idea to check with the town manager to learn if the HNCC can award them a grant. Melissa will call each applicant and invite them to attend the next meeting. 
b.      Open Studio – Preview of Rack Cards. Commission members agreed October or November might be a good time to host an open studio event. Open spaces for exhibiting could be offered in the Village Center – the Congregational Church of East Hampton, the library community room, the Goff House Museum. EHACC will publicize the event through the newspapers, East Hampton Art Association, Old Bank, Higher Grounds Coffee Shop, Creations Framing Shop and by word of mouth.  Kevin Gunning presented information about promotional cards he can create for the open studio event. The 4x6 cards could be distributed to local businesses and organizations and art related groups such as the Marlborough Art Association to help get the word out about the event. The commission will create a map of the participating artists and the location of their studios. Sculptors, photographers, painters, potters, fiber artists etc. would be welcome to attend. Commissioners agreed to purchase 500 promotional cards for $50.51. The commission decided not to hold a meet and greet call to artist reception, but rather put energy into promoting the event through other means. 
c.       Student Art Award Recipient – members of the commission selected a student piece from each school to represent different grade levels. The commission will return to the art exhibit to select a digital artist from the high school as well so that medium can be represented. The commission will send out an invitation letter to the art teacher Mrs. Luppacino, to be distributed to each student, their teacher and family members to attend a recognition program to receive their award. The recognition program could be held during the commission’s May meeting at the Sears Park Gazebo and the art will be hung at the town hall in June. Carol suggested that the award be announced at the school assemblies at the end of the year if possible, along with printing a photo in the paper. Perhaps this year the photo could include the students’ art teachers. Last year, the commission held a joint meeting with the parks and recreation department after the art awards were presented. Since there is a new parks and recreation director, perhaps we could meet with the Parks and Rec department again. 

Financial and Budget Report – Since an additional student art award will be presented this year, the total cost of the art awards will be about $175. More information on our total budget will be discussed further once we have all our expenses identified. 

New Business 
Connecticut Open House Day – the town has invited local museums to be open on that day on June 13. 

Commissioners Reports – The East Hampton Art Association has provided a thank you letter to the EHACC regarding the art purchase award, committing the EHACC to spend $300 to $500 on artwork to be hung at the Middle Haddam Library. Melissa said she has been posting artwork by local artists on the EHACC Facebook page with their contact information in case there is any interested by the public to purchase the art. She is looking for more work to use on the Facebook page. On April 21 at 1 p.m., the Goodspeed is hosting an open house at its Barrington Costume Center – a brand new facility that is climate controlled and houses all their costumes. Haddam Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show will be April 11 and 12 at the church. Betty said the East Hampton Arts Association has and internationally known artist from NJ visiting on March 25 at the library community room, who will give a demo; next month an oil painter will be visiting, Robert Noriega who will give a demo on oil. 

No Public Comment
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

