[bookmark: _GoBack]East Hampton Arts and Culture Commission meeting, January 15, 2015 at the town hall. Val Bozzi, Carol Lane, Sheila Tomlinson, Kevin Gunning, Kristen Walsh and Betty Sennett were present. Regrets, Shirley Brooks 

1.  Call to Order
 
2.  Minutes from Meeting of December 18, 2014 approved with a minor correction of the spelling of commission member Kristen Walsh’s last name. 
 
3.  Public Comments – Resident Julie Holk visited the meeting to tell the commission about a new club she has started called the Based on the Book Club, which will meet every Tuesday at a local venue to see a movie based on a book. The idea was to see a movie every week and also read one book a month. The fourth Tuesday of the month the library shows a movie, and if it’s based on a book that would probably be the selection for the month. Otherwise a local movie theater would be the place the group would go. It’s a work in progress she said, she has been sending a weekly email over the last year to her friends and if they didn’t select a movie, she would pick it. On Jan. 20, the group will see American Sniper at the Gallery Cinema in Colchester. The group will also read the book. When asked, Julie said she would like to have the club publicized on the commission’s calendar of events and Facebook page with her contact information. 

Julie said she has also submitted a proposal to the Town Manager to make April 23 East Hampton Book Day, and if approved, perhaps there could be an event or initiative around the day. That day is already the International Day of the Book, so it is celebrated nationally. She invited the commission to take on the project, or she could do it herself. Commission members also suggested that we write a letter of support for the idea.
 
4.  Old Business
     a.  Final Grant approval - 
Meeting with Town Manager – Melissa updated the commissioners about the conversation she had with the town manager regarding the proposed grant program. He questioned giving town funds to a non-profit entity or person. Melissa said she assured him that the commission would be selecting the recipients and would be clear that the money had to go to a program that benefits the community of East Hampton. If the commission is unsure about an applicant, it can always seek advice from the town. 
The town manager also said the commission needs to vote on the final draft of the grant document and suggested putting a clause in that the commission has the final say in who is selected to receive the grants. There is a line in the application that states the commission will be making the selection of who is awarded the grants. 
Carol said she felt it is a good idea to let the town manager know about our initiatives so that he can present it to the town council in advance. 
Commissioners agreed that the application should be on the town web site as soon as possible and available via email from the commissioners if asked and in hard copy at the town hall. 
A motion to approve the EHACC 2015 Grant Application was seconded and approved. 
Kevin will re-email everyone the final draft of the grant application. Commission members will distribute the grant application to their contacts in town, Melissa will email it to the EHACC contacts and Carol will check with Cathy Sirois about emailing it and posting the grant application on the town web site. 

 
     b.  Spring Meeting and Greet Options
         Open Studio? According to our last discussion, May 21 was a proposed date for a meet and greet. Open Studio was one of the suggestions for a spring event. If an artist had a studio that wanted to be open, it would be like the town wide tag sale and a map could be created. We as a commission wouldn’t try to micromanage the event, it would be up to the artist to host an open studio in their space. EHACC could do a call to artists to invite them to participate in the open studio. A space could be provided to those artists who don’t have a studio that they can open to the public. Melissa suggested the Goff House Museum space as a place to show art or as a reception venue after the open studio or a starting point for the tour. Betty suggested that we host the event in fall to give ourselves time to network and get a sense of who might interested. Some commission members felt the fall was a busy time. Val wanted to know what the drive would be to get people to go to an open studio? To get artists together or to sell art? Kristen said she doesn’t think a Thursday night would work. A weekend would be better. Commissioners agreed that we get the grant initiative finished and then work on the open studio idea. Perhaps a publicity poster could be created to help promote the idea. Item will be discussed at the February meeting. 
 
     c.  Art Purchase Award- 2015
          Amount? 
EHACC will purchase a piece of art for the Middle Haddam Library at the East Hampton Art Association Art Show in June. EHACC is on the Middle Haddam Library’s meeting agenda on Tuesday to discuss the art purchase award. Carol will attend the meeting and any other commission member available and find out what they might prefer for subject matter, size. The criteria is that it be an East Hampton artist or the theme be of East Hampton. 
Last year the commission spent $400 on art and purchased two paintings. Carol suggested that we put in for the purchase of a painting that costs up to $500. Betty suggested that the town hall gallery could be an option for the painting to be hung if they library finds they don’t need or want to use it. 
Kevin created tags to put under the art that the EHACC purchased for the town hall to identify that the pieces were Art Purchase Awards from the commission. 


5. Financial Update – so far the EHACC has $1350 in financial commitments: $600 for the 2015 grants, $500 for the art purchase award; $125 for the student art awards and $125 for an embosser. There is still $600 in our budget to spend by the end of June. Val suggested again that we consider what we could do across other art medians. Perhaps we could recognize people who support the arts in some way, are dedicated, give of their time etc. 
Kevin said he would design something for the seal that we would use on the award certificates. Commissioners agreed that the town design with the ship and the bell is a nice design. 
 
6.  Commissioners Reports and Events – Goodspeed is sponsoring a trip on April 11 to NYC to see Dr. Zhivago the cost is $180. Jan. 17 is the Festival of New Artists at the Goodspeed and there are tours throughout the morning. Betty said the meeting for the East Hampton Art Association is on Jan. 28 and they will show a DVD of Daniel Keyes who paints in oil at the library community room. Kristen Still needs a piano player for the senior center hand chimes and vocal choir. They still need members for the choirs any age. The Friends of the Village and the Goff House are holding the First Friday in the Village on Feb. 6 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 
7.  Public Comments – none 

Meeting adjourned, 8:05 p.m. 
 

