[bookmark: _GoBack]East Hampton Arts & Cultural Commission November 19, 2014.  Meeting at the Middle Haddam Library. (Note date and location change) Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Elizabeth Sennett, Carol Lane, Sheila Tomlinson, Melissa Pionzio and Kristen Walsh present. Regrets Val Bozzi. 
Call to order
Minutes from Oct. 16, 2014 EHACC meeting approved. 
No public comment
Meeting dates for 2015 approved for the third Thursday of the month
Old Business
a.       Review of Meet and Greet – Spring Ideas. The fall meet and greet at the Middle Haddam Library went well although there were more people present last year. Commission members felt there should be more publicity to draw more people to the event. A spring event might include another location which would reach a different groups of people. Originally the meet and greet was for individual arts and cultural related groups, clubs, to support their initiatives. Maybe commission members could visit a specific meeting or event sponsored by a local club or group and act as a representative of EHACC and let them know who we are. Commission members agreed to make a list of the top 10 events/groups to visit in the coming year, and each pick something. The state’s CT Open House Day could be supported and publicized to encourage different organizations to participate. Kristen Walsh suggested that the EHACC host an artist open studio event in town during which artists could show their work, either at their studio or at a designated place offered at different locations eg. Library, Goff House. 
b.      East Hampton Arts & Culture Grant Application. Melissa Pionzio brought examples of Middletown Commission on the Arts grants policy and application and sampled letters of intent. Members agreed that an informational letter would need to be drawn up to let the community know what  type of grant is being offered and what the guidelines are to apply. We must be clear that individuals and groups can apply. The EHACC will offer two, $300 grants. Commission members would select the grant recipients. The commission will prepare informational press release about the grant program, and have the application ready to be posted online on the town web site and available in pdf form for members to email to interested people/groups and in hard copy for distribution at the library/town hall. These pieces of information will be discussed and created at the December meeting. 
Art Purchase Award 2015
The two pieces of art work that the EHACC purchased for the town hall have not been hung yet. Members felt that the commission should go to the town council to let them know that the work needs to be hung, especially since one of the artists has been in a serious car accident.  Melissa will visit Cathy Sirois at the town hall and talk with her about contacting a custodian to hang the artwork. 
Commission members agreed that the next purchase would come with the stipulation that the responsibility to hang the artwork would fall to EHACC or to the entity where it will be hung. Hanging the work could be done in conjunction with a meet and greet type of event.  
Financial Update
According to financial information provided by the town EHACC has been budgeted $1950. We have committed ourselves to specific projects such as grants, student awards, purchase awards, but because there are no specific vendors attached to the projects, we can’t submit budget line items to the town. We will submit project commitments so the town knows our intentions. 
Commissioners’ reports and events. Chatham Historical Society has another walk planned for December. Members of the senior center will sing and perform in the hand chimes group around the state. Podium Players is putting on a play this weekend and next – The Worst Christmas Pageant Ever. A program on painting with wool will be presented by the East Hampton Art Association on Dec. 3 at the library at 7 p.m. Betty Sennett will be in a show in Glastonbury across from Somerset Square in December. EHACC commissioners are invited to the Middle Haddam Library Christmas Party on Dec. 7 4:30 to 7 p.m. Sheila Tomlinson offered to hold the December 18th meeting at her home and have a little holiday party. The Jingle Bell Parade in the village center is the first Saturday in December, the Friends of the Village Center have gotten a commitment from the EDC to purchase new lights for the tree. The Goff House will be open and serve refreshments. The Goff House board is trying to organize a monthly First Fridays in the Village event starting in February which would include participation by village center businesses. The idea will be discussed at the next Friends of the Village Meeting the first Thursday of December at 5:30 p.m. at Higher Grounds Coffee Shop. 

Meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m. 

