There will be one local question regarding the East Hampton Town Charter on the November 2, 2010 election ballot.  The Town Charter defines the form of government for the town and the roles and responsibilities of elected and appointed town officials.  The Charter also codifies the basic framework for how government operates, such as the process for adopting an ordinance, the town budget, as well as the operation of various departments of town government.  Periodically the Town Council will review the Charter, and if it deems changes should be considered, will appoint members to serve on a Charter Revision Commission.  
On January 12, 2010, the Town Council adopted a resolution establishing a Charter Revision Commission.  On May 25, 2010, the Town Council approved the Final Report of the Charter Revision Commission.  
Referendum Question:
“Shall the Town of East Hampton approve the Charter changes as recommended by the Charter Revision Commission and as adopted by the Town Council”?
Chapter II. – The Town Council
Section 2.1

Election.

The proposed revision would reconfigure the terms of office by having Council members serve four-year overlapping terms rather than two-year terms.  To implement this change, four (4) candidates would be elected to serve four-year terms and three (3) to serve two-year terms at the biennial election in 2011.  In subsequent elections, candidates would be elected to four-year terms.  The proposed revision would also allow voters to vote for as many vacant seats as exist at each election.
The proposed revision would also allow a Council member to serve only on committees or other agencies appointed by the Town Council while serving on the Town Council.  Also, the two-year waiting period after a member’s term on the Town Council would be removed so that a former Council member may hold another elected or appointed office immediately.

Section 2.2
Term and Chair/Vice-Chair.
The proposed revision would clarify the process in the event of a close or tie vote between candidates for Town Council and allow for the candidates not affected by a close or tie vote to be qualified by the Town Clerk the day after the election.  It would provide for the appointment of a Vice-Chair.  The title for Section 2.2 would be changed.   
Chapter III.  Town Manager

Section 3.1
Selection. 
The proposed revision would remove the residency requirement for the position of Town Manager.  It would also require the Town Council to conduct a performance evaluation of the Town Manager annually by June 30th.  
Chapter IV.  Town Meeting

Section 4.1

· The proposed revision would allow the Town Council to approve the purchase or sale of any interest in real estate for Public Works’ projects up to $15,000.
· The proposed revision would also require the town meeting to consider approval of the annual budget at a budget referendum.  The initial referendum would take place on the first Tuesday in May.  If necessary, subsequent referenda will be held until a budget is approved.

· Reference to planning & zoning powers would be removed.
Section 4.2 
Who Can Vote at a Town Meeting.

The proposed revision adds a new Section 4.2 to identify who is eligible to vote at a town meeting.
Sections 4.3
 Petition for Overrule of Action of the Town Council.
The proposed revision would move former Section 4.2 to Section 4.3.

Section 4.4

Petition for Enactment of Ordinances.

The proposed revision would move former Section 4.3 to Section 4.4.

Section 4.5

Referendum.

The proposed revision would move former Section 4.4 to this new Section 4.5.

Chapter V. Board of Finance

Section 5.2

General Powers and Duties.
The proposed revision references a budget referendum as the mechanism for budget approval.
Section 5.3
Supplemental Appropriations.

This proposed new section of the Charter sets up a tiered approach to approval of additional appropriations based upon dollar amount.  Cumulative appropriations in excess of one percent (1%) of the current adopted budget would require approval of the Town Council and town meeting.
Chapter VI.  Miscellaneous

Section 6.2

Other Town Officers.

The proposed revision would remove the former “Transitional Offices” section as it is no longer relevant.  Former Section 6.3 would become Section 6.2.
Section 6.3
Vacancies in Elective Offices.
This proposed revision would move former Section 6.4 to Section 6.3.  In addition, the proposed revision would allow political Town Committees to fill a vacancy by the appointment of a successor from the same political party for the unexpired portion of the term.  The Town Council would appoint the successor if the person vacating the office was not elected as a member of a political party.
Section 6.4

Voting for Elective Officers.
This proposed revision would allow full or open voting for all elected positions.  This means that the elector would vote for as many candidates as there are seats to be filled.
Section 6.5
Planning & Zoning Commission.
The proposed revision would set forth the powers of the Planning & Zoning Commission in Section 6.5.  Former Section 6.5 (“Saving Clause”) would be moved to Section 6.6.

Section 6.7
Amendment of Charter.
The proposed revision would require the Town Council to review the Charter at least every ten years.
Section 6.8
Effective Date.
If approved by the electors on November 2, 2010, the proposed revisions will be effective immediately thereafter.

This explanatory text has been prepared by the Town Clerk pursuant to Section 9-369b (a) of the Connecticut General Statutes and is intended not to advocate either the approval or disapproval of the referendum question.

Additional information on the Charter Revision question can be found:

· On the Town of East Hampton’s website at www.easthamptonct.gov 

· In the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall.
· Or by calling the Town Clerk’s Office at (860) 267-2519

On November 2, 2010 polls open 6:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.  All voting will be at the East Hampton High School located at 15 North Maple Street, East Hampton, CT. 
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