

                        Water Pollution Control Authority

  

Regular Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2014
The Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority regular meeting was held at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at the Town of Colchester–Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, CT. The following members were in attendance constituting the full membership:

Mark Barmasse, Chairman 



David Kelsey 

Daniel Valentine




John Suprono



Ralph Nesci
Also attending the meeting were Mr. Paul Hoffman, P & Z Liaison and Vincent F. Susco, Jr., Public Utilities Administrator.  Members of the public included James W. Dutton, father of the owner of the property known as 62 Barton Hill Road, David Sherwood, Attorney on behalf of the owner and several members of the Dutton family.
Call to Order

Chairman Barmasse called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. and appointed Mr. Susco as Recording Secretary for these proceedings. 
Chairman Barmasse requested that agenda item 7.b New Business, Request To Waive Sewer Connection At 62 Barton Hill Road be moved for discussion to accommodate the members of the public.  Upon motion be Mr. Valentine seconded by Mr. Suprono the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Dutton explained that Justin Dutton and Nicole Roncaioli are seeking a waiver from connecting to the existing force main sanitary sewer system located in Barton Hill.  He presented and discussed a letter of April 29, 2014 which articulated the reasons for the request, a letter dated April 29, 2014 from the Chatham Health District (CHD) approving the site for septic system repairs at the location and a property boundary survey map plan for the property dated April 11, 2014 prepared by Dutton Associates, LLC of Glastonbury, CT.  
Mr. Susco indicated all of the reasons presented by Mr. Dutton for waving this connection were valid.  He added the Town’s Public Works Department had contacted this office with identical concerns expressed for the old storm sewer line running down the center of the road. Addressing concerns from the members Mr. Sherwood indicated approving this request would not set a precedence for the WPCA for the remaining lots on the north side of Barton Hill Road as any waiver can only be granted based upon factors presented at the time of the request.  Mr. Susco indicated that anytime an existing septic system can be approved for repair by the CHD the WPCA has not required the property to be connected to an existing sewer. Following a short discussion the following resolution moved by Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Valentine was unanimously adopted:

RESOLVED: that the WPCA of East Hampton does hereby waive the sewer connection for 62 Barton Hill Road based upon the April 29, 2014 letter of the Chatham Health District for septic system repair.
Approval of Minutes

Chairman Barmasse called for the approval of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 1, 2014.   Mr. Suprono requested that the word “collapsed” be inserted under New Business in 
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the discussion of 12 Summit Street.  Upon motion from Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Kelsey the revised minutes of the meeting were unanimously approved. 

Public Remarks
On behalf of the P & Z Commission Mr. Hoffman presented several generic/informational questions regarding the history of the Municipal Water System that were responded to by management.
Review of Correspondence

Referring to correspondence presented in the meeting package management indciated the one correspondence is a meeting agenda item and will be taken up later that evening.
Joint Facilities Committee
Chairmen Barmasse indicated there was no meeting of the Town of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Joint Facilities Committee held in April.
Operations, Management & Budget Committee

Mr. Barmasse called for agenda item #5.B.1, current budget status.  Mr. Susco indicated the 2013/14 fiscal year financial reports for the WPCA and Community Water Systems operated by the WPCA were made part of the members’ packages.  There were no questions of management. 

Mr. Barmasse called for the proposed community water systems operating budget for fiscal year 2014/15.  Management presented details of the recommended budget for both the Village Center and Royal Oaks water systems that totaled $118,993.00 and represents an increase of 1.12% or $1,315.00 over the current year.
To support this recommended expense budget, an increase in water rates was recommended as follows: a proposed increase of 2.0% ($0.25) in the Equivalent Meter Units and a 2.0% ($0.11) in the Commodity Charge.  Water rates were last increased in June of 2013 and these recommended rates will bring EMU charges to $12.50/EMU and the commodity charge to $5.45/1000 gallons.  Management indicated the proposed rates would continue to support the operations of the Royal Oaks System and maintain a similar transfer from the Town for the operation of the Village Center System.  Management recommended a timeline for approval; First Reading by Town Council May 13, 2014, Public Hearing by the WPCA on June 3, 2014 and Town Council Adoption on June 10, 2014.  Rates would become effective July 15, 2014.  A copy of the proposed budget is attached and is made a part of these minutes. After responding to questions from the members the following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Kelsey was unanimously approved:
RESOLVED:  that the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority does hereby recommend the 2014/15 community water systems operating budget substantially in the form presented at this meeting,
Furthermore, a Public Hearing pursuant to Chapter 102 of the CGS will be conducted at the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority at 7:00 P.M. on June 3, 2014 at the Town of Colchester-Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, Connecticut for discussion on the proposed water budget 
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and recommended water rates.   All property owners and persons interested will have an opportunity to be heard.

Public Water Systems
The Village Center Water System continued to run within parameters during the period.  Issues associated with the air stripper have been eliminated with the replacement of faulty check valves. 

Water service to 97 Main Street has been activated bringing the total number of customers to 29 in the Village Center.
The invitation to bid for the Chatham Historical Society (CHS) project has been released.  A mandatory pre-construction meeting was held on April 22, 2014.  Bids are due May 13, 2014.  
The request of the CHS to have the Town waive the Water Connection Charge ($3,925.00) and the Water Permit Fee ($100.00) has been forwarded to the Town Council for action. 
The Royal Oaks Water System has experienced its’ second consecutive quiet month with no call-outs for the first time in a long while.

Both systems are being scheduled to be flushed in mid-May and notices have been placed in the paper prior to the work. 
Mr. Susco reported no action has occurred regarding the “Villages at Long Crossing”.  
Work on the Phase 1-B Certificate of Public Convenience & Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed public water system known as “Hampton Woods” was tabled by the Authority at the last meeting pending a report by the WPCA Engineer.  Mr. Susco presented the report of Woodard and Curran dated April 25, 2014. Their report reaffirmed that the Phase 1-B Application – Certificate of Public Convenience & Necessity for Hampton Woods – PURA Docket 06-10-26 submitted on February 12, 2014 should continue.  The following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Kelsey was adopted by a 4-1 vote with Mr. Suprono voting against.

RESOLUTION: The WPCA of the Town of East Hampton does hereby recommend that the Town Manager be authorized to enter into an agreement to own and operate the PWS Hampton Woods by the Town of East Hampton through its WPCA. 


Furthermore, said determination is based upon the Town’s “Regulations for Acceptance of Public Water Systems under the Certificate of Public Convenience & Necessity”; and the successful completion and affirmative findings by Malone and MacBroom, Inc. dated February 12, 2014 that (1) a sufficient quantity of ground water will be available to support the project and (2) non-interference with existing public and/or private water supply wells. 

Furthermore, both parties may develop additional conditions to affect the transfer of ownership and operation of the PWS. This agreement in principle allows both parties to proceed with the Certificate Process.  Failure to transfer this PWS to the Exclusive Service Area provide may result in the Certificate being suspended or revoked. 
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Management provided an update on the Town’s activity regarding a municipal water system. He reported the WPCA has become a clearinghouse for information for many committees in Town.
Sewer Development 

Management updated the members on the progress of the insurance claim for the loss at the Hawthorne Road Lift Station.  A completed “Proof of Loss” was submitted on April 16, 2014 totaling $18,449.83.  Management explained the process whereby the insurance company will attempt to collect the entire $18,449.83.  If 100% cannot be collected whatever percentage is received from the responsible insurance carrier will determine the amount of our deductible that will be reimbursed. 

Mr. Susco reported soil/structural borings were recently completed by Clarence Welti Associates on the Christopher Brook culvert replacement.  These borings were witnessed by a member of the Joint Facilities and no incident was reported. 
Management indicated there has been no further discussions with the Town of Portland to transport wastewater from the east side of Portland to the Colchester – East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
Management reported on the April 11, 2014 sewer lateral that was struck by the pole crew of CL&P at the intersection of Route 66 and Erlandson Drive.  Mr. Susco believes the location of our infrastructure was correctly marked and that the required 18” on each side of the mark per Call-Before-You–Dig requirements was not respected by the pole crew.  The invoice from Rand Construction to repair the damage was $6,054.97. At the present time CL&P has not taken responsibility for the claim and management continues to pursue.

Old Business 
Management updated the members on the possibility of closing the Beneficial Assessment Account (Fund 64, approximately $1,007,715) and to transfer the balance to the Capital Fund Balance - Fund 81 for use by the Joint Facilities in order to facilitate the replacement of the DAF unit.  Member’s packages included management’s April 2, 2014 memo to the Town Manager requesting an opinion from the Town Attorney regarding the use of these funds and their response dated April 22, 2014.  Mr. Susco explained the opinion of the Town Attorney cleared the way for the funds generated from the original benefit assessment to be used toward the Sludge Thickening Improvements planned by the Joint Facilities.  Mr. Susco recommended the funds should not be made available until the maturity date of the current reinvestment vehicle, April 2015.  Following a lengthy discussion, the following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine seconded by Mr. Nesci was unanimously adopted:
RESOLVED: That the East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority does hereby request the bank account used by the Town of East Hampton to fund the Beneficial Assessment Account, Fund 64, be closed and that the estimated balance of the fund, ($1,007,715.00), be transferred to the Capital Fund of the East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority, Fund 81.  

Furthermore, said closure and transfer is to take place upon completion of the current term of the reinvestment, April 9, 2015.
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New Business  

Mr. Susco presented a request from the Chatham Historical Society, dated April 6, 2013 to waive all water and sewer fees (see Public Water System - VCWS discussion above) for the museum building located on Bevin Boulevard.  Mr. Susco discussed similar requests received by the WPCA for municipally owned and other tax-exempt property that connect to the sewer system.  He explained these properties must be charged under the same conditions as all other property owners pursuant to Chapter 103 Section 7-255 of the CGS.  He pointed out the Town’s Volunteer Ambulance Association, Town Properties and even Epoch Arts have paid either a Beneficial Assessment or a Connection Charge.  Operating fees such as the Permit Fee have been waived in the past and recommended that the members continue to follow this protocol.  The following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Suprono was unanimously adopted:

RESOLUTION: The WPCA of the Town of East Hampton does hereby waive the current Gravity Sewer Permit Fee ($165.00) for the Town property known as the Chatham Historical Society located on Bevin Boulevard.
Management explained the need for a notice to be distributed to all customers regarding the use of the wastewater system.  Management indicated the Town Manager’s office will be made aware of the information in the event his office is contacted. 
Mr. Hoffman left the meeting at 7:30PM.

 Executive Session

At this time Mr. Barmasse called for an Executive Session to discuss the Barton Hill Grinder Pump legal matter.   Upon motion by Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Kelsey, the members unanimously approved the Executive Session which started at 7:31 P.M.   Mr. Susco was requested to attend the session.

The executive session ended at 7:47 P.M.  Mr. Susco was requested to continue to monitor the progress of this matter.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Authority, Mr. Kelsey motioned,   seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 P.M.  So voted 5-0.  
Respectfully submitted,
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Vincent F. Susco, Jr.
Recording Secretary

Approved by unanimous vote of the Water Pollution Control Authority on June 3, 2014.
