
         


Water Pollution Control Authority

  




      Regular Meeting Minutes

June 4, 2013
The Regular Meeting of the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority was held at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at the Town of Colchester–Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, CT.  The following members were in attendance:

Mark Barmasse, Chairman


David Kelsey


 

Daniel Valentine 



John Suprono          


Dag Lindland and Elizabeth Mackie were not in attendance; also attending was Vincent F. Susco, Jr., Public Utilities Administrator 
Call to Order

Mr. Barmasse called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. and appointed Mr. Susco as Recording Secretary for these proceedings.   
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Barmasse called for the approval of the minutes of the Public Hearing held on May 7, 2013.  Upon motion from Mr. Kelsey, seconded by Mr. Valentine the minutes of the meeting were approved 4-0.  
Mr. Barmasse called for the approval of the minutes of the regular scheduled meeting held on the same day.  Upon motion from Mr. Kelsey, seconded by Mr. Suprono the minutes of the meeting were approved 4--0.  
Public Remarks
There was no public in attendance.
Review of Correspondence

A correspondence list for the month of May was included with the member’s packets and made part of these minutes. No questions were asked.
Board of Finance Liaison

No representative of the Finance Committee was present.
Joint Facilities Committee
Mr. Susco indicated that the Town of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Joint Facilities Committee met on Tuesday, May 21, 2013.  Prior to the meeting a plant tour was conducted for members of the Colchester and East Hampton WPCA.

During the period the WWTP plant operated within parameters.  The DEEP conducted its’ annual inspection of the WWTP, no violations were reported.  Heavy rains during the period required 24 hour monitoring of the plant and several key lift stations in East Hampton.  Maintenance was required at the North Main Street lift station in East Hampton, the Prospect Hill lift station in Colchester and the WWTP. The hypochlorite system was placed on line and repairs to the grit collector were completed.  
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Management presented the financial report indicating the fiscal status will be close to the budget projection. Annual disbursements, transfers and appropriations for the 2012/13 fiscal year were unanimously approved. 

Management indicated with the state budget still not decided there has been no new information regarding the 2013 STEAP program.  Mr. Paggioli updated the members on recent conversations with Senator Art Linares’ office.   Per the Senator's request a copy of the Colchester and East Hampton STEAP application has been forwarded to his office. 

Management submitted the final payment forms to FEMA for snow storm CHARLOTTE in the amount of $7,766.93. The amount to be recouped by the WPCA for their expenses will be $3,810.00.

Management presented the results of the third and final year of work by the Water Planet.  Based upon their work and the plant’s performance; payment of $2,256.92 was authorized.  

Mr. Weaver indicated that to improve the plants’ ability to remove nitrogen, additional instrumentation in the form of Oxidation-Reduction Potential (ORP) Sensor/meters would be necessary.  The cost of this instrumentation has been estimated at $5,000.00.  To offset this cost, management has presented a grant proposal to the Humanitarian Assistance Committee of NEWEA.  
Work on the odor control system for the Lebanon wastewater system is the only thing remaining.  No start up date has been scheduled.

Final documents associated with the Bay State/CCM Solar Initiative were discussed.  The members agreed to participate in the Connecticut Council of Government Energy Purchasing Program through the Town of East Hampton with the concurrence of the respective Water Pollution Control Authority of Colchester and East Hampton, pending final design.  The generated solar energy from this program will be delivered to 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, for utilization at the Town of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Facility.

Discussion on a “Purchasing Policy” resulted in several comments from the members that will require management to address at the next meeting.  

The members discussed closing the account that was developed for the Intermunicpal Agreement for Septage Waste Disposal dated August 15, 1990 between the towns of Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Chester, East Haddam and Marlborough as this agreement has ended.  The financial commitment of each Town has been met, the final payment of the debt has been made to the State of Connecticut and the last transfer to the Joint Facilities has now been accomplished.  An internal audit of the fund (Fund 11-Septage Improvements) that supports this agreement has determined a balance of approximately $112,000.00 remains. 
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This balance is a result of the fund accruing interest on the float over the 20 years of the project.  The members requested management to provide additional information.

An Executive Session to discuss labor negotiations concluded the meeting.

This ends the Joint Facilties Committee report. 

Mr. Barmasse called for action on the Bay State/CCM Solar Purchase Agreement.  Management responded to several questions of the members and the following motion moved by Mr. Suprono seconded by Mr. Valentine for the following resolution was unanimously adopted.

RESOLVED, that the Water Pollution Control Authority of East Hampton does hereby support the participation of the Town of Colchester - Town of East Hampton Joint Facilities in the Connecticut Council of Government Energy Purchasing Program through the Town of East Hampton. 
Furthermore, pending final design, the generated solar energy from this program shall be delivered to 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton at no cost for utilization at the Town of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Facility.

Operations, Management & Budget Committee

Mr. Susco presented the most recent financial reports for the WPCA and the Community Water Systems operated by the WPCA.  Management provided specific line item details and a projection of the end of the year balances for all accounts.
In preparation for the June 30, 2013 fiscal year close, management presented annual disbursements and transfers for the WPCA budget.  Mr. Susco took a look back at the original 2012/13 budget which was passed totaling $1,037,398.00 and subsequently thereafter was reduced by $8,900.00 to $1,028,498.00 to account for the actual timing of the Federal Emergency Management Agency reimbursement received for the October 2011 ALFRED event. The members approved reducing the budget (revenues and expenses) by $8,900.00 on August 7, 2012 and management accounted for the reduction in line item #61-58-0581-5980 Capital Contribution by reducing the line item from $40,000.00 to $31,100.00.  Projected end of the year balances now indicate the original contribution can be restored.

The following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Kelsey was unanimously adopted:

 RESOLVED: that the Town of East Hampton WPCA does hereby approve the following disbursements and transfers to General Government: 
Disbursements to General Government:
61-58-0581-5595
Interfund Service Charges (Financial Reports)     $ 11,780.00

61-58-0581-5330
Prof/Tech Services (Audit Report)

      $ 3,840.00

Transfers:
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61-58-0581-5980
Res. for Cap. & Non-recurring 

                                

to the WPCA Capital Budget (Fund 66)  
     $40,000.00   
Public Water Systems
The Village Center Water System continued to run within parameters during the period.   
On May 21, 2013 a meeting was held with Mr. Hiem Zahavi (owner)  of 13 Summit Street - Mill Pond Development and Mr. John Matthews (architect).  The present proposal indicates the project will consist of 31 – two bedroom condominiums each utilizing 225 gpd.    The total demand will be 7,000 gpd equaling the current remaining safe yield on the system.  To assure sufficient volume and pressure can be maintained at the site, the owner will be requested to have his engineer perform a hydraulic analysis of the proposed 4” water service line to determine adequacy.  The site is presently served by a 6” sewer lateral installed in 1985.  The plans show a new location for the sewer lateral but no size has been indicated.  The owner will be requested to have his engineer perform a flow analysis to determine proper size of the wastewater lateral.
Management was requested to pursue the commitment of the Town to provide the connection to the VCWS before requesting reports of the owner.

The results of the carbon sample have been received and are being reviewed by the engineer and management should have final results shortly.
The Royal Oaks Water System ran within parameters during the period.  Work continues on the replacement of #2 greensand filter.  The material has been ordered and upon arrival and final acceptance, the work will proceed.
The Department of Public Health request for a meeting with Town officials to discuss the status of the 2006 STAG award is scheduled for June 10, 2013.

Management distributed Consumer Confidence Reports for both water systems.  

Sewer Development 

The pursuit of alternative payment arrangements for the project known as Hope Church required the assistance of the Town Attorney.  These discussions indicate the WPCA has the discretion to allow for payment of the fees over time.  Conditions to be considered included assurances this “one-off” agreement will not be considered precedence, the agreement must be written by the Town’s Attorney and the attorney fees paid for by the owner.  The members discussed the proposal at length and instructed management to include these additional conditions; payment of the $12,000.00 connection up front, annual payment of the $60,760.00 balance over ten years with interest compounded monthly at 1.5%.  The first annual payment is due at the same time the connection charge is paid.  If these conditions are acceptable to Hope Church, management is authorized to have the Town Attorney proceed with the document.   
Management was requested to review special charges for the next meeting.
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Old Business

No old business was discussed.
New Business  

Mr. Barmasse discussed the protocols to be followed in conducting the Public Hearing on the proposed water budget for the two community water systems owned by the Town and operated by the WPCA.  
The members requested one revision to the “Mission Statement”.  Management will finalize.

Executive Session

At this time Mr. Barmasse called for an Executive Session to discuss the Barton Hill Grinder Pump legal matter.   Upon motion by Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Valentine, the members unanimously approved the Executive Session which started at 6:45PM.   Mr. Susco was requested to attend the session.

The executive session ended at 6:54 P.M.  Mr. Susco was requested to continue to monitor the progress of this matter.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Authority, Mr. Kelsey motioned,   seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn.  Upon a unanimous vote the meeting closed at 6:54 P.M.  
Respectfully submitted,
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Vincent F. Susco, Jr.
Recording Secretary

Approved by unanimous vote of the Water Pollution Control Authority on August 13, 2013
