Water Pollution Control Authority
Regular Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2013
The Regular Meeting of the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority was held on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 immediately following the Public Hearing at the Town of Colchester–Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, CT.  The following members were in attendance:

Mark Barmasse, Chairman


David Kelsey


 

Daniel Valentine 



John Suprono          


Dag Lindland and Elizabeth Mackie were not in attendance.  Also attending was Vincent F. Susco, Jr., Public Utilities Administrator and representing Hope Church, Gerard Ciccarello, Jermaine Keller and Tom Ingala.
Call to Order

Mr. Barmasse called the meeting to order at 6:35PM and appointed Mr. Susco as Recording Secretary for these proceedings.   
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Barmasse called for the approval of the minutes of the April 2, 2013 regular meeting.  Upon motion from Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Valentine the minutes of the meeting were approved 4-0.    

Public Remarks
Mr. Ciccarello spoke on behalf of Hope Church requesting a further reduction (reduced by the WPCA from $138,260.00 to $72,760.00 on April 19, 2011) of the wastewater connection charge for the property. He proposed a further reduction from the $72,760.00 to $12,000.00 based upon the fact the property was doing business as a church, a comparative property located close by had a $12,000.00 connection charge, the church elders had no knowledge of the connection charge during the negotiations for the property and a demonstration of “goodwill” by the WPCA for a religious activity within the Town.
Mr. Barmasse called for agenda item #6.D. a Sewer Development – Hope Church to be discussed by the members at this time.  Upon motion by Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Valentine the members unanimously approved the discussion of agenda item #6.D. at this time.

The members discussed at length the proposal to further reduce the connection charge before determining the following:

· The development of a connection charge must be equally shared by all properties that will benefit by the use of the wastewater system. On May 20, 2008 the authority determined the fairest method to recover costs was based upon current zoning regulations and industry accepted flow rates. The ultimate use of the property lies with the owner of the property.    
· A comparison of connection charges with a similar sized lot “180 East High Street’ (later determined to be parcel M32/B85/L7B) determined that this lot was not part of the 2005 construction associated with the East High Street 
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sewers.  This lot was part of the original sewer system and does not carry the construction cost portion of the connection charge. 
· The WPCA conducted the Public Hearing for this wastewater extension on May 20, 2008 at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Public Notice was mailed to all affected property owners and interested parties.   In the wording of the Public Notice and at the Public Hearing it was explained at the present time there were no known health issues along the route and that no property owner would be required to connect or that a lien would be placed on the properties.  However, property owners would be required to pay the $4,460.00/EDU charge in full at the time a permit was taken out.  This resulted in a connection charge for this parcel based upon 31 units equal to $138,260.00.  A review of the circumstances surrounding this event and confirmed during the meeting indicated that the seller was aware of the connection charge and failed to disclose this fact to the potential buyer.  Although Connecticut law requires such disclosures for residential transactions it does not for commercial.  Discussions with council indicate that the WPCA followed the correct process in establishing this connection fee.  No appeal of the charge was ever filed.  

· Connecticut State Statutes Chapter 103 Section 7-255 require that all users of the wastewater system, including municipally-owned and other tax-exempt property, to be subject to the same fees as any other property that uses the system.
The members requested management to determine if a further reduction in the connection charge is possible.  Action on the request was tabled. 

Representatives of Hope Church thanked the members for their time and consideration and left the meeting at 7:30PM.
Review of Correspondence

A correspondence list for the month of April was included with the member’s packets and made part of these minutes. No questions were asked.
Board of Finance Liaison

No representative of the Finance Committee was present.
Operations, Management & Budget Committee

Report of Joint Facilities

Mr. Susco indicated that the Town of Colchester – Town of East Hampton Joint Facilities Committee did not have a meeting scheduled for April.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be May 21, 2013.  Mr. Susco indicated a tour will be conducted prior to the meeting and welcomed the members of the WPCA to attend.

Work continues on the final wording of the Solar Purchase Contract.  Management indicated as soon as it is available it will be forwarded to the appropriate committees for action.
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WPCA & Community Water Systems Operations Budget Report

Mr. Susco presented the most recent financial reports for the WPCA and the Community Water Systems operated by the WPCA.  Management provided specific line item details as requested by the members.
Mr. Barmasse called for the proposed public water systems budget for fiscal year 2013/14.  Management presented details of the recommended budget for both the Village Center and Royal Oaks water system that totaled $117,678.00 and represents an increase of 4.22% or $4,768.00 over the current year.
To support this recommended expense budget, an increase in water rates was recommended as follows: a proposed increase of 2.1% ($0.25) in the Equivalent Meter Units and a 4.6% ($0.23) in the Commodity Charge.  Water rates were last increased in July of 2011 and these recommended rates will bring EMU charges to $12.25/EMU and the commodity charge to $5.34/1000 gallons.  Management indicated the proposed rates would continue to support the operations of the Royal Oaks System and maintain a similar transfer from the Town for the operation of the Village Center System.  The Town Manager requested that the WPCA conduct the Public Hearing on rates prior to presenting to the Town Council.  The members felt it would be more conducive to have Town Council input before a Public Hearing.  A copy of the proposed budget is attached and is made a part of these minutes. Mr. Susco will discuss placing the item on the Town Council agenda with the Town Manager. 
After responding to questions from the members the following resolution moved by Mr. Valentine, seconded by Mr. Kelsey was unanimously approved:
RESOLVED:  that the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority does hereby recommend the 2013/14 public water operating budget substantially in the form presented at this meeting,
Furthermore, a Public Hearing pursuant to Chapter 102 of the CGS will be conducted at the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority at 7:00 P.M. on June 4, 2013 at the Town of Colchester -Town of East Hampton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, Connecticut for discussion on the proposed water budget and recommended water rates.   All property owners and persons interested will have an opportunity to be heard.
Public Water Systems
The Village Center Water System continued to run within parameters during the period.   The results of the carbon sample have not been received.
There has been no new information regarding the 13 Summit Street - Mill Pond Development project.
The Royal Oaks Water System ran within parameters during the period.  Management distributed copies of the March 2013 “Water Storage Tank Report” prepared by CorrTech.  
WPCA Regular Meeting Minutes






Page 4
May 7, 2013
The report indicated there was no visual corrosion or deterioration of the structures and that the interior coating of the tanks was in good condition.  There was some minor accumulation which will require that we maintain the inspection and cleaning schedule (2018-2023) as required by the State Department of Health. A copy of this report is attached and made part of these minutes.
Work has begun on the replacement of #2 greensand filter.  The material has been ordered and upon arrival and final acceptance the work will proceed.
Both systems were flushed during the week of April 22, 2013.  On April 18, 2013 Mr. Jack Swanson, Adjunct Professor for the Texas A&M Engineering Extension Services, was provided an opportunity to visit and review the operations of both water systems operated by the WPCA.  During his 5+hour visit he was over heard to say on more then one occasion “on a scale of 1-10 these systems are an 11”.   His final written report is expected shortly.

The Department of Public Health has requested a meeting with Town officials to discuss the status of the 2006 STAG award from the Environmental Protection Agency to the Town for the development of a centralized water system.  The total amount of the STAG award is $2,085,273.00 with $1,146,900.00 grant and $938,373.00 local match.  To date $613,000 is remaining in the STAG earmark funds.
Old Business

As a follow-up to the January 8, 2013 Town Council decision to not move forward with the WPCA recommended Fats/Oil/Grease ordinance the members requested management to determine the number of Class III and Class IV food establishments that are connected to the wastewater system and have not complied.  
Chairman Barmasse indicted the Public Hearing to reconfirm and ratify the current annual sewer use rate was conducted prior to the regular scheduled meeting.  No action was warranted at this time.

The members listened to the proceedings of the April 9, 2013 Public Hearing where consideration was given to a revision to the Ordinance for the Water and Sewer Authority and the April 9, 2013 Regular Scheduled Meeting of the Town Council where the revision was adopted.  Mr. Susco indicated that the ordinance was published in the News Bulletin on April 12 and became effective on May 2, 2013, 20 days after publication.   

New Business  

The State Health Department (SHD) request for written certification that the project known as “Belltown Place” has been completed and the subsequent WPCA response that the project has not been completed, led to a conversation between the developer and the Town Manager.  During the conversation the property was offered to the Town for purchase.  This subject was discussed in Executive Session at the Town Council meeting of April 23, 2013.  No action was taken by the Council.  
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The members discussed these recent activities and reviewed the SHD’s original conditions of approval for construction dated June 30, 2011.   The members determined there were not sufficient reasons to modify the conditions of the approval and considered the project closed.  Mr. Susco was requested to notify the appropriate parties.

Executive Session

At this time Mr. Barmasse called for an Executive Session to discuss the Barton Hill Grinder Pump legal matter.   Upon motion by Mr. Suprono, seconded by Mr. Valentine, the members unanimously approved the executive session which started at 8:25PM.   Mr. Susco was requested to attend the session.

The executive session ended at 8:27 P.M.  Mr. Susco was requested to continue to monitor the progress of this matter.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Authority, Mr. Kelsey motioned,   seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn.  Upon a unanimous vote the meeting closed at 8:27 P.M.  
Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.png]



Vincent F. Susco, Jr.
Recording Secretary

Approved by unanimous vote of the Water Pollution Control Authority on June 4, 2013
