Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, September 13, 2016
Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel (present by phone for portion of the meeting), Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco

Not Present:  Ted Hintz, Jr. 

Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room. 

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (6-0) 
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Reich, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of August 9, 2016, Special Meeting of August 2, 2016 and Special Meeting of August 30, 2016, as written.  Voted (6-0) 
Presentations

None
Public Remarks

None
Bids & Contracts
Bid Award – 13 Watrous Street Demolition
The Brownfields Agency along with the Town Engineer has reviewed the three bids received and made a recommendation of the low bidder.  They are also recommending bid scenario 1 which includes the full removal of the structure as it is more cost effective than remediation and leaving the structure for some type of reuse.  Scott Bristol of the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency was available to answer questions from the Council.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to award the bid for 13 Watrous Street Demolition to Wiese Construction in the amount of $127,628.  Voted (6-0)
Grant Application for Paramedic Services

During last year’s budget process a request for funding was made and approved from Middlesex Hospital for paramedic services.  With reductions in state funding, the hospital is seeking alternative funding sources for this essential service.  Through a collaborative effort of the Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments, a contract has been negotiated with the hospital to ensure accountability for the public funds and representation for each community. 
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to authorize the Town Manager to enter into the agreement with Middlesex Hospital for paramedic services.   Voted (6-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

None
Continued Business

Consider a Motion to Rescind the Prior Action of August 9, 2016 approving the Appropriation of $250,000 for Center School Project Pre-Referendum Services
A legal opinion was obtained from the Town Attorney regarding the options available for the motion that was made at the August 9th meeting. 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Ms. Engel, to rescind the motion made on August 9, 2016 to appropriate $250,000 from the General Fund for the Town Hall Center School Project Pre-Referendum Services.  Voted (5-0-1) Mr. Philhower abstained.
Possible Discussion and Action on Setting a New Date for Town Meeting for the Appropriation of $250,000 for Center School Project Pre-Referendum Services (Provided a Motion to Rescind the prior action regarding the Appropriation of $250,000 for Pre-Referendum Services fails)
No action
Ms. Engel exited the meeting (ended phone call).
New Business

Review of Draft RFP for Study on Interconnection of the Town Water System
In an effort to continue their review of possible solutions to water issues in Town, the Water Development Task Force has developed an RFP to explore the idea of interconnecting water systems in Town.  Public Utilities Administrator Tim Smith was available to answer questions from the Council.
Review of Revised Equal Employment Opportunity and Harassment Policy

The Council had requested that the Town’s Labor Attorney review and re-draft the Town’s Equal Employment Opportunity and Harassment Policy for the employee handbook.  The Council reviewed the draft of the policy.
Town Manager Report

Appointments to EDC and Conservation-Lake Commission

Mr. Maniscalco made the following appointments:

Conservation-Lake Commission – Spencer Killian – term through June 30, 2018


Economic Development Commission – Erin Hall – term through December 31, 2018

Update on Gas Project
All of the schools and town buildings are converted to natural gas. The only remaining task is to remove the oil tank from Memorial School.  Inspections have been conducted by the Building Official and Fire Marshal and will sign off soon.
Update on Christopher Brook
All of the digging has been completed for the project.  The culverts have been cast and inspected and will be curing over the next 10 days.  As a result it may look like the work on the project has stopped but after the curing time is completed the project will go fairly quickly.  Staff feel they are back on schedule and should have a majority of the project complete by winter with the final touches implemented in the spring.  A binder coat of asphalt will be applied prior to winter.
Update on Vision Session with Bryant University
The visioning session at Bryant University has been cancelled.  A presentation will be given at the September 27th Council meeting by Bryant for a scaled back version of the seminar that would be done locally.
Update on Lake Quality
The lake was open for swimming prior to Labor Day.  While the lake was forced to close due to algae again this summer, the water tests showed a significantly lower level of blue green algae counts compared to prior years.  It is hoped that some of the reduced count is as a result of infrastructure work that has been done.
Update on Town Hall Water System
The Town met with DPH regarding the well and water system at Town Hall.  Since many of the tests are coming back showing lead and copper leaching into the water from the pipes, DPH wanted the Town to install a very costly treatment system.  The Town was able to come to an agreement to let things go a little longer since test recently have been getting better due to some minor changes made to the system.  In the event the Town does get another test with high copper and lead counts DPH will mandate the Town to take corrective action.
Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $4,077.82.  Voted (5-0) 

Public Remarks
Karen Johansmeyer, 16 Penny Corner Road, Portland, CT, provided contact information for the old guard for the 250th anniversary.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, asked for the cost of the legal opinion related to the $250,000 appropriation and for the dollar amount the town is looking at for the RFP for the Interconnection of the water systems.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

August Board and Commission Summary
The August Board and Commission summary was provided to Council.
A letter was received from Debra Field regarding the Regional Mental Health board.

A letter was received from Dean Markham regarding the Town Hall/Police Department project.  The letter will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.

A letter was received from Ann McLaughlin regarding the service of the Town Manager. 
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Philhower to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.  Voted (5-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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