Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, August 9, 2016
Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Jr., Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room. 
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to adopt the agenda with an addition to item 8d – Update on Charter Revision Commission to include adding a Public Hearing date for the charter revision changes and questions.  Voted (7-0) 
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of July 26, 2016 as written.  Voted (6-0-1) Mr. Hintz abstained as he was not present at the meeting. 
Presentations

None
Public Remarks

Ted Turner, 223 Hog Hill Road, commented on the positive work the Town Manager has done including the natural gas project.
Cynthia Abraham, 47 Clark Hill Road, commented on her background in Planning.  She feels a building committee should be formed for the Center School project so that the pre-referendum services would be reimbursable by the State.  She feels the process now is flawed.  
Bids & Contracts
Bid Award for Public Works Trackless Cold Planer & Accessories
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to award the purchase of a cold planer and attachments from C.N. Wood Company, Inc. off of Massachusetts State bid number FAC88 in the amount of $24,729.   Voted (7-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Resolution for Airline Trail Phase 2
The Town was awarded a grant for the extension of the airline Trail from Alden’s Crossing to Depot Hill Road.  The grant is for $583,800 with a $145,900 in-kind match.  In order to enter into the agreement and commence work on Phase 2 the resolution needs to be adopted.

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the resolution for the Airline Trail Phase II project with the State of Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  Voted (7-0)
Amendment No. 2016-1 for Retirement Income Plan
With the approval of both the NAGE and MEUI collective bargaining agreements, the Town has changed the way the Defined Benefit Plan works as well as who is eligible for the plan. 

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve Amendment No. 2016-1 to the Town of East Hampton Retirement Income Plan.  Voted (7-0)
Continued Business

Discussion & Possible Approval of Town Manager Contract
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to accept the draft contract prepared by the attorney and add a base salary that includes the existing salary plus 1.5% and add the auto allowance of $500 per month.  Voted (4-3) Mr. Reich, Mr. Piteo, Mrs. Anderson and Mr. Brown in favor; Mr. Hintz, Mr. Philhower and Ms. Engel against.
Prior to the vote, there was lengthy discussion regarding the contract including the term ending and the evaluation process. Not all members provided their comments regarding the contract during the discussion. There was also discussion about possibly rescinding the motion but that did not occur. Mr. Hintz called the question and the vote was taken.
Memorandum of Agreement for Solarize Program
Council members questioned whether the company that receives the solarize project will solicit residents door to door as a company did in the past.  This program is more event based.

A motion was made by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Reich, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for the Solarize program as presented.  Voted (4-3) Mr. Reich, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Brown and Ms. Engel in favor; Mr. Hintz, Mr. Philhower and Mr. Piteo against.
Update on 250th Anniversary Celebration

Mr. Piteo reported that he is finalizing the creation of a website, www.eh250.org for the anniversary celebration.  He is working with the Superintendent of schools regarding a contest for students and citizens to submit logos.  The winning logo will be used in the advertising for the anniversary.  Senator Blumenthal and Congressman Courtney’s office will be preparing proclamations.
Update on Charter Revision Commission
Ms. Engel reported that a Public Hearing will be held on August 17th at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.  The proposed changes to the charter as well as the ballot questions will be available. The attorney has reviewed the proposed changes. A Charter Revision Commission meeting will follow the Public Hearing.

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, August 30, 2016 at 6:15 p.m. to gather input on the charter revisions and ballot questions.  Voted (7-0)
A special Town Council meeting will follow the Public Hearing on August 30 to accept the report and the questions and to send the information to a referendum.
New Business

Consider Appropriation of Funds for Pre-Referendum Services for Center School
Colliers provided a dollar amount of $250,000 for the Town to do the necessary studies of the Center School, Memorial School and designing in order to get the project prepared for referendum. In order to make the additional appropriation the Board of Finance will need to make a recommendation, the Council will need to approve the recommendation and set a Town Meeting.  The Town Meeting will need to approve the appropriation.  
Council members discussed the pre-referendum services outlined by Colliers. Mr. Hintz noted that in speaking with the State, pre-referendum services can be submitted for reimbursement after the fact and the Town could be granted an exception but it is not guaranteed. Mr. Maniscalco indicated that although the High School project had a building committee they did not get reimbursed for their pre-referendum services.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to waive the 2nd reading on the additional appropriation of $250,000 for pre-referendum services for the Center School project.  Voted (5-2) Mr. Reich and Mr. Piteo against.

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to appropriate $250,000 from the General Fund for the Town Hall/Memorial School/Center School pre-referendum services subject to the recommendation of the Board of Finance.  Voted (5-2) Mr. Reich and Mr. Piteo against.

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to set a Town Meeting date of Monday, September 12, 2016 for the appropriation of $250,000 for the Center School project pre-referendum services.  Voted (7-0)
Town Manager Report

Update on Gas Project
Work is currently being done at Center School and Middle School to convert the boilers.  The tech control company has been in communication with the Town IT staff so that a control system can be put in place.
Update on Christopher Brook
The final design and approval for all of the pre-casts have been done and they are currently in the process of developing them.
Update on 34 Namonee Trail
The Town closed on the property Wednesday, August 3rd and it now belongs to the Town of East Hampton.
Update on 13 Watrous Street Bid

After receiving the bids last week it was discovered that the bid form was not correct and resulted in skewed bid results.  As a result, the Town will be rebidding the project on a fast tracked bidding schedule.  The Town engineer has taken responsibility for the mistake and will be rebidding and the running the process for free.
Update on Vision Session with Bryant University
The tentative date for the Vision Session at Bryant University is October 14th and 15th. The Council, Board of Finance and Board of Education members are being contacted to see who is available to attend.
Update on Library Board Organization Meeting
The Library Advisory Board held their organizational meeting on August 1st. 
A memo was provided by the Building, Planning, Zoning Office regarding the average permit turnaround time.  The memo will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
A new button was added to the Town website called Rumor Busters.  If anyone has a question or has heard a rumor they can click on the button and ask their question and the Town Manager will provide a response that will be emailed to the person and posted on the website.
Mr. Reich asked for an update on the lake.  Mr. Maniscalco reported that the level for this week’s test was 120,000 parts per milliliter.  Last year at this time it was 400,000.  In order to open the beach to swimming the level has to be under 100,000 for two weeks in a row.  The expedited testing cost is approximately double the regular cost - $180 instead of $92.  Mr. Philhower indicated the tests should be expedited in order to know the results sooner to get the beach open.
Appointments
None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $363.71.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks
None
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

July Board and Commission Summary
The July Board and Commission summary was provided to Council.
A letter was received from the State of Connecticut regarding the HeartSafe designation for the town.  Kate Morris from the Ambulance Association will be contacted as she assisted last time with the forms.
Mr. Reich asked for a Capital Committee meeting in September to get an update on projects and for the committee to share their thoughts on next year’s budget. He also suggested the Budget Policy Statement be adopted in October as the Board of Education begins their budget process early.

Mr. Reich asked about a presentation from the Conservation-Lake Commission on the 9 Point Plan.

Mr. Reich asked about opportunities to better utilize the space in Town Hall and would like the Town Manager to meet with the department heads to discuss and possibly present something in September.

Mr. Hintz noted his concern about the Town Manager’s employment contract noting that tonight was the first time Council members had the revised document.  There was no waiving of the second reading policy and he noted his concern that not all the Council members voiced their opinions.  He would like clarification from the Town Attorney if the vote to approve was legal.

Ms. Engel would like the Town Manager to meet with the Superintendent of Schools to discuss the budget.  She would also like the information on the airbnb’s at the September 13th meeting.

A memo was provided to the Council from the Police Chief regarding the youths on bikes in the roads.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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