Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting
Tuesday, June 23, 2015
Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson (arrived at 6:55 p.m.), Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.
An East Hampton Brownie troop led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda.  Voted (6-0)
Executive Session

Potential Purchase of Property

Strategy & Negotiation Regarding Collective Bargaining
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Mr. Philhower, to enter Executive Session at 6:35 p.m.  Voted (6-0)

Town Manager Michael Maniscalco was invited into the full Executive Session and Attorney Nicholas Grello was invited in for Strategy & Negotiation Regarding Collective Bargaining.

Patience Anderson arrived at 6:55 p.m. and entered Executive Session.

Executive Session ended at 7:00 p.m.

Possible Action on Executive Session Items  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to accept the National Association of Municipal Employees (NAGE) agreement.  Voted (7-0)
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to accept amendment 2015-2 to the Town of East Hampton retirement income plan.  Voted (7-0)

Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of June 9, 2015 as written.  Voted (7-0)
Presentations 
Introduction of New Tax Assessor
Mr. Maniscalco introduced the new Tax Assessor Terence Dinnean.  Mr. Dinnean provided an overview of his background and noted that Linda Connors, the Assistant to the Assessor, did a great job in the absence of an Assessor.
WPCA Budget Presentation

Public Utilities Administrator, Tim Smith, provided an overview of the 2015-2016 Public Water System Operating Budget.  The full document will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.  Council members discussed the WPCA recommendation versus the Exhibit A scenario.  The WPCA recommendation includes an increase in residential commodity charge commensurate with the proposed expense budget increase and a $5 per month increase on residential meter charges to begin to increase residential rates to match the fixed expenses associated with operating the community water systems.  The institutional commodity charge and meter charge are proposed to increase to levels necessary to achieve a balanced budget without a town contribution. The Exhibit A scenario includes an equal increase in the residential and institutional monthly meter charge.  By consensus, Exhibit A is preferred by the Council members.
Public Remarks
None
Bids & Contracts 
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Resolution for Air Line State Park Trail Improvements
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to approve the resolution for the Air Line State Park Trail improvements.  Voted (7-0)
Continued Business 
Appointment of Member to Police Building Committee
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to appoint David Sciascia, to the Police Department Building Committee.  Voted (5-2) Mr. Pfaffenbach, Mr. Visintainer, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower in favor; Mrs. Moore and Mr. Reich against.
Discussion of Board of Education Reverse 911 Use Ordinance
The Council again reviewed the Town Attorney’s opinion regarding the use of the Board of Education’s reverse 911 system.  It was questioned as to whether the SEEC has jurisdiction over the use of the reverse 911 system being used during a referendum or is it the Charter.  The attorney indicated that the SEEC would still be the State body overseeing the use of the system during any voting process.  A complaint could be filed with the SEEC to determine if a violation occurred.  Mr. Maniscalco will gather the documentation together regarding the call placed by the Board of Education and have the attorney write up a complaint for the Council to review.
Planning of Special Meeting with Parks & Recreation
The Council will hold a meeting with the Board of Finance and the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board on Tuesday, August 4th at Sears Park.  The time is to be determined.  The Council was provided a copy of the Special Revenue Fund policy, the Capital policy and the five year history of the Parks & Recreation Special Revenue Fund program.
Hometown Hero Special Meeting
The Council members will nominate individuals for the Hometown Heroes program.  A celebration will occur in late September.
New Business 

Sears Park Operations
Due to issues at Sears Park over the last couple of months, a new set of park rules and guidelines are being proposed.  A copy of the current rules and new proposed rules will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
There was a discussion of keeping the basketball and tennis courts open past the 8:30 p.m. closing time.  Police Chief Cox indicated that more patrols are being done at the park.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to exempt this item from the second reading policy.  Voted (7-0)

A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to accept the new rules as provided by the Parks & Recreation department.  Voted (7-0)

Economic Development Commission Survey

The Economic Development Commission voted unanimously to send their draft survey to the Council for review.  They would like to have the survey inserted into the Rivereast and also utilize Survey Monkey.  Council members discussed the survey and the purpose behind the survey. It was noted that the survey is aimed toward residents, not businesses.  Mr. Maniscalco explained that in a previous position he held, a survey was done for a master plan that first surveyed the residents to see what they would like to see, then a survey was done aimed toward the businesses.  The Council decided to invite the EDC members to their next meeting to discuss the survey.
Town Manager Evaluation – Dissemination of Forms and Discussion of Procedure
Mrs. Moore distributed evaluation forms for the Town Manager’s evaluation for the completion of his third year.  They should be returned to Mrs. Moore by Sunday, July 26th for review at the July 28th meeting.
Town Manager Report 

Appointment – Conservation-Lake Commission
Mr. Maniscalco appointed Joe Carbonell to a full member on the Conservation-Lake Commission with a term ending June 30, 2019.
Update on O’Neill Lane Property
A small parcel of open space is being donated to the town on O’Neill Lane.  The transfer will need to go to Planning & Zoning, Board of Finance, Town Council and a Town Meeting.  The property could be used in the future for green infrastructure for storm water runoff.
Update/Progress on OSHA Inspection
A random OSHA inspection was completed for the Town buildings.  Based on verbal findings, there were no major issues.  The final findings will include mold and lead tests and directions to the town for corrections to the issues.
Summer Closing of the High School Due to Construction
The High School property is now closed to the public.  The construction company will be moving into the remediation phase of the project.  These actions make the site unsafe for non-construction personnel.  No trespass signs will be posted.
Update on Lake Monitoring
Dr. George provided the first of many reports on the lake monitoring for the summer.  The report will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
The Town Manager has met with the Police Chief regarding an increase in police activity of a more serious nature that has been occurring lately.  

The Town Manager reminding the Council members that he sends the weekly town budget to all members.  It is especially important now that we are at the end of the fiscal year.

The third budget referendum is set for Wednesday, June 24th at the Middle School.

Town Council Liaison Reports
Center School Sub-Committee

The sub-committee is awaiting the updated programming report from Friar.  They anticipate it should be done in a week.
Police Department Building Committee

The committee has toured four police locations.  They are waiting for the Friar report to review space needs.
Appointments
A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to appoint Robert Hines from an alternate member to a full member of the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the vacancy left due to the passing of Brendan Flannery.  Voted (7-0)

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to appoint the following individuals:
Jason Wright – Water Pollution Control Authority – term through June 30, 2018
David Hitchcock – Water Pollution Control Authority – term through June 30, 2018

Jack Solomon – Public Library Advisory Board – term through December 31, 2016
Voted (7-0)
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to reappoint the following individuals:

Jeff Foran – full member Inland Wetlands (IWWA) – term through June 1, 2018
Harold L’Hote – alternate member Inland Wetlands (IWWA) – term through June 1, 2018

Mark Barmasse – Water Pollution Control Authority – term through June 30, 2020

Dan Valentine – Water Pollution Control Authority – term through June 30, 2020

Voted (7-0)

Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $400.82.  Voted (7-0) 
Public Remarks 

None
Communications, Correspondence and Announcements
A letter was received from Ted Turner regarding the vacancy filled on the Board of Finance.  The letter will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
The Art Purchase Award went to Tom McLean.  The art will be on display at the Middle Haddam Library then the Town Hall.  A ceremony will be held on July 18th.

Henkels and McCoy has been doing a great job on the laying of the natural gas pipes in town.

The natural gas boiler conversion project is waiting on the approval of the budget.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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