Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, August 12, 2014
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Not Present:  Ted Hintz, Jr.
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.  
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of July 22, 2014 as written.  Voted (6-0)
Public Remarks
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, asked about the Council’s policy regarding responding to letters that are received.
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, asked where the sand that was taken from the Sears Park volleyball courts was taken.
Richard Caron, Brookhaven Park, asked if the Town maintains the right of way for sanitary sewers.
John Roche, 10 Raymond Road, sent a letter to the town regarding the paving on Candlewood Drive that is not continuing up Raymond Road.  He feels the town should continue paving onto Raymond Road.  The town patches that road.
Gerry Hasselman, President of Brookhaven Association, provided a picture of a sewer manhole cover from Brookhaven Association.
Presentations 
None
Bids & Contracts 
Ford  Utility Interceptor
The Police Chief has recommended the purchase of a Ford Utility Interceptor to replace one of the older Crown Victoria’s in the fleet.  The funding is available from the Police Capital Projects account.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to authorize the purchase of a Ford Utility Interceptor from MHQ of 750 Newfield Street, Middletown, CT in accordance with State of CT contract #12PSX0194 in the amount of $29,463.35.  Voted (6-0)
Full Size Sport Utility Vehicle
The second vehicle recommended for purchase is a full size SUV to replace one of the two full size SUV’s currently in the fleet.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to authorize the purchase of a full size SUV from Interstate Ford Truck Sales Inc., 45 Brainard Road, Hartford, CT in accordance with State of CT contract #10PSX0239 in the amount of $30,758.50.  Voted (6-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
Proclamation for Officer Michael Brown
The Council presented a proclamation to Officer Michael Brown of the Madison Police Department for his assistance at an automobile accident that he came upon on Route 66 in East Hampton when he was off duty.
Proclamation for McDonald’s 30th Anniversary
The Council prepared a proclamation for the East Hampton McDonald’s 30th Anniversary that will be presented to them later in the month.
Resolution for Multi-Jurisdiction Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan
A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to adopt the resolution for the Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments Multi-Jurisdiction Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Voted (6-0)
Continued Business 
Discussion of Private Roads
Mr. Maniscalco provided a draft process for turning private roads to public roads.  There are two options, one being a resident initiated process and the other being a Council initiated process. The draft listing will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office. Council members discussed the cost of surveys that would need to be done on the roads in relation to the two options.  Mr. Maniscalco discussed a third option of a waiver of liability that could be signed by residents of a private road when work is done on that road.  Mrs. Anderson suggested that the private roads be identified and a plan for maintenance be prepared as well as putting in a budget item in the next budget.
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to direct the Town Manager to have a waiver of liability for private roads drawn up by the Town Attorney.  Voted (6-0)

Police Cruiser Parking
Council members discussed three possible options for police cruiser parking; 205 East High Street, 100 Main Street and 80 East High Street.  When asked, the Police Chief noted that 205 East High Street is ready for lockers and other equipment, the other two buildings require more work.  The parking lot would also need to be fenced in.  The owner of 205 East High Street will be asked about fencing in the parking lot.  This item will be added to the Special Town Council Meeting on August 19th.
Review/Possible Approval of Capital Policy/Additional Members
A revised Capital Policy was presented to the Council.  The changes were discussed at the joint meeting of the Town Council and Board of Finance.  There were questions on the dollar amount for fixed assets that should be included in the operating budget.  This item will be discussed further at the next Council meeting.
Special Revenue Fund Policy
The Board of Finance drafted a policy regarding the spending of funds in special revenue accounts.  The draft policy will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  This item will be discussed further at the next Council meeting.

New Business 

Dog Pound Lease Agreement
The Town Manager presented the renewal for the dog pound lease agreement.  The information contained in the agreement is the same as the current agreement with only date changes. This item will be discussed further at the next Council meeting.
Library Board
The Town Manager presented a draft Library Advisory Board Ordinance prepared by the Library Director.  This item will be discussed further at the next Council meeting.
Town Manager Report 

Update on Kx
The member towns of Kx will be meeting with the Mayor of Montville regarding the consolidation.  It was learned that the two groups will not be consolidating the equipment, it would be two organizations under one roof.  The budget is also being reviewed.
CL&P Expansion
CL&P informed the Town that all vehicles must be removed from their lot by the end of August.  CL&P has been approved by P&Z for their revised site plan and the consolidation should move forward with an expected completion sometime in November.  CL&P will also be fencing off their parking area and installing an entrance gate.
Sears Park Improvements
A trench drain was installed across the sidewalk and an underdrain has been installed from the rain garden south across the beach in an effort to make the rain garden function properly and to handle some storm water runoff.
Status of Buoys on Lake
The permitted buoys in the lake were installed in late spring.  Staff are currently working on the process for permitting additional buoys through DEEP.  They will be identifying GPS coordinates for additional buoys this week and will submit a request to DEEP.
Airline Trail Condition Downtown
A work crew has cleaned up some downed branches and trees on the Airline trail.
Map Sign at Century 21 Building
The EDC has decided to request the sign be removed.  This request was made to the property owner and an offer that the Town can remove it if a waiver is signed.  The owner is currently considering this option and will contact the town.
Other
The Chatham Historical Society water project is ongoing.  The crews have found large rocks and ledge which will need blasting.  This will push the project over budget by approximately $10,000.
Town Council Liaison Reports
Mark Philhower attended the Planning & Zoning meeting.  The CL&P site plan was approved. The High School Building project was rescheduled as the abutters were not notified.  Mr. Philhower strongly feels that a clerk of the works needs to be hired to oversee the full project.  This item will be placed on the next Council agenda.
Appointments
None
Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Reich, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $1,364.84.  Voted (6-0) 

Public Remarks 

Sara Rogers, 1 Byron Road, asked about the location of the buoys in the lake and who puts them in each year as they are not in the same location from year to year and the rocks are sometimes not marked.
Gerald Hasselman, President of Brookhaven Association, asked if the waiver of liability would be sent to the owners of the road or the residents that live there. He noted that the Brookhaven Association owns the roads in their area.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, asked if turning private roads to town roads will have any property valuation impact if private property is improved.  She also commented that the Council may want to consider moving the Town Council meetings back to the High School due to CL&P fencing off the lot and a limited amount of parking available.
John Bozzi, 2 Poe Road, asked if Brookhaven Association owns the road would that release the residents from liability.
Deb Mongiat, Byron Road, commented that she represents the residents of Byron and Poe Roads and the association does not represent or speak for those residents tonight.  The purpose for membership to the association is for the beach and boat dock.  The town has maintained the roads for many years. She would like the process to continue and would like their roads to be town roads.  
Dean Markham, 8 Huckleberry Acres, commented on the Capital Policy for clarification that the $5,000/$10,000 is for recurring items and the $5,000 amount goes back many years.  He also asked that the Council consider a membership of 3 Town Council members, 3 Board of Finance Members and 3 Board of Education members to help with the minority representation.
Sara Rogers, 1 Byron Road, asked if there is anything in the Town records that indicates who owns Poe Road and Byron Road.  She also asked what the road standards are.
Giselle Bozzi, 2 Poe Road, asked if there will still be an option for the town to take ownership of a road.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, commented that the private road issues needs to be settled for property owners and for the town.
John Roche, 10 Raymond Road, noted that paving is taking place in the next few days near Raymond Road.  He is concerned regarding the erosion of the dirt and the runoff and safety issues.  Signs should be put up noting the safety issues.
Richard Caron, Mark Twain Drive, asked that since there are sewers on Poe and Byron Road isn’t the town supposed to maintain them?
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, commented on the Board of Education budget.
Phil Wielgosh, 79 North Main Street, commented on the police car parking.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
Letters were received from John Prokop and John Roche regarding Raymond Road and a letter was received from Stephen Guerin and JoAnn Jackson commending the Public Works department for a good job on Huckleberry Acres.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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