POLICE DEPARTMENT BUILDING COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting

Wednesday June 3, 2015
MINUTES
Present: Chairman Tom Burdick, Vice Chairman Clifford Libby, Pete Brown, Ralph Nesci, John Roche, Sean Cox (Police Chief), Phil Visintainer (Town Council)
Absent: Bill Weir
Call to order: Mr.Burdick called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. at the East Hampton Ambulance Association, 4 Colchester Ave.
Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was made by Mr. Nesci and seconded by Mr. Libby to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2015 regular meeting.  Voted 4-0 in favor (Mr. Brown was absent during this vote)
Public Remarks: None
Open Discussion: The visits to the Eastern CT State University and Coventry Police Departments were discussed, with all present stating things that they were surprised by, had learned, or had liked or disliked about the design of each building.  Points that were mentioned include: discussion on a 1 vs. 2 floor building, with the point made that the building will have to be ADA compliant, which may be more of a cost on a 2 floor building; the fact that both Chiefs in the toured departments mentioned they had run out of storage room very quickly and that sound was an issue in both buildings including in the interview rooms; Coventry had a good sally port design; designing a building so it can be expandable (for example, putting the locker rooms on an outer wall in case that space needs to grow); parking concerns; meeting rooms; community rooms; and possible room for a communications center.
Mr. Visintainer iterated that the Town Council will be looking for 1 best proposal from the Committee, not multiple options. Chief Cox stated the Committee’s first directive is to decide what programming and facilities are needed and suggested that after the next 2 PD tours the Committee create a list.
Further discussion occurred regarding a communication center and what that entails. 

Discussion also occurred regarding the Emergency Management and whether it was feasible to get grants if the EOC was to be housed in a new PD building.  

It was suggested that Mr. Burdick report regularly to the Town Council on the Committee’s progress once things start becoming more focused; this would be to further the cause of public education on the need for a police department in town. 

Chief Cox presented thank you letters that were crafted for the Chiefs of the Coventry and ECSU departments from the Committee members. 

At the next meeting there should be a list established of PD needs and then a next step would be to develop RFP language. It was suggested that Mr. Jylkka may be able to help with this.

A motion was made by Mr. Nesci and seconded by Mr. Roche to enter into Executive Session at 6:55 p.m.  Voted 5-0 in favor.

A motion was made by Mr. Nesci and seconded by Mr. Libby to exit Executive Session and resume the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Voted 5-0 in favor.

A motion was made by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Nesci to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  Voted 5-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
