MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, September 24, 2015
6:30 PM
Town Hall Meeting Room

DRAFT MINUTES


1. Call to order: Presiding as Chairman, Commissioner Roberts called the meeting to order at 6:44 p.m.

2. Roll Call / Seating of Alternates: Roll call was taken. Present were Commissioners Charles Roberts, Demian Battit and Christopher Dart.

3. Public Remarks – Items not on Agenda - None

4. Public Hearing
a. Application #499 for COA at 3 Knowles Road for new front door and trim for applicant David & Elizabeth Parks:

David Parks stated that because of water damage to the front of the house he is replacing the rotted front door. He will be replacing the door with a new wood door as similar as possible to the existing. The threshold will be replaced or repaired to look the same as the existing. The Parks will also be replacing three casement windows with more traditional six over six paned wood windows; only one of which is visible from the road. Mr. Parks stated that they would like to install gutters to prevent future water damage. The gutters will be half-round and will either be white painted aluminum or copper. There will be one down spout in the front, to the left, away from the driveway, and one not visible in the back. In addition, a custom wood frame door will be added to the outside of the front door. This will hold a screen in the warmer months and a pane of glass in the fall/winter. The frame will be painted the same color as the door (Essex green). Photos of all proposed changes were provided to the Commission.

A motion was made by Commissioner Dart, seconded by Commissioner Battit to approve the request for the door that is to be replaced, also for the outside door that is to be added, the change of the side window from a casement to a six over six wood window and lastly the addition of the gutter which will either be copper or white aluminum with a down spout to match.  Voted: 3 – Yes; 0 – No. Motion passed.


 
5. Approval of minutes & motions
a.	April 23, 2015 – No vote was taken as Commissioner Battit was excused early from the meeting. Approval of these minutes should be added to the next meeting’s agenda.
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6. Correspondence
a. The Commission received a letter from Ron and Lois McCutcheon regarding property at 76 Middle Haddam Road, which is across from the Post Office. They stated that they are reinforcing walls in the garage and when they begin to repair or replace the roof they will get in touch with the Commission with what they are going to do. Commissioner Roberts stated that it’s been this way for almost two years. The McCutcheon’s were sent a letter in the past fall. He hopes to hear from them soon regarding what they are going to do and to get approval.
b. Whitney Fielding, the Chair of the East Hampton Ethics Committee sent a letter to Barbara Moore and copied Board and Commission Chairpersons on June 3, 2015 stating that the Ethics Commission are reviewing ethics complaints that took place because of members being recused at meetings.
c. A letter was received from the Town Attorney as a response to Dr. Margaret Faber regarding the jurisdiction of this Commission over a dock and to the middle of the river. It is a three page letter that basically describes why the Middle Haddam Historical District Commission does not have jurisdiction to the middle of the river.
d. There was a communication that was passed out to many people in Middle Haddam called “Library Expansion Update (&Impressions)” referring the meeting of April 23, 2015 during which this Commission approved the Middle Haddam Library Expansion. The communication states that the Commission tried to keep the public from being at the meeting by hiding the public notice. Chairman Roberts stated for the record that he has been the clerk for two years and that he has not been putting items in the Rivereast because their cut-off date for submissions is too early. The Middletown Press allows them to submit a legal notice as late as Wednesday afternoon as opposed to Monday or Sunday for the Rivereast. Items have been in the Middletown Press for the past one and a half years; nothing is being hidden.

Chairman Roberts noted that in June, an application was received for 58 Middle Haddam Road (the Steffman residence). Their application was rescinded because of a disagreement with their insurance company regarding what is covered. That application was issued as #499, but since that application did not come before the Commission and they will have to submit a new application, the Parks application heard tonight for 3 Knowles Road was used as #499.

7. Reports
c. Expenditures - None
d. Other - None


8. New Business
e. Other - None

9. Unfinished Business
f. Other - None

10. Public Remarks - None

11. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Eliza LoPresti
