MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Thursday, May 22, 2014 @ 6:30 pm
Location:  Town Hall – East Hampton 
                                                         Minutes- Draft
1. Call to Order- Chairman Walsh called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
2. Roll Call / Seating of Alternates – Roll call was taken.  Present were Commissioners Richard Walsh, Charles Roberts, Demian Battit, Gina Ritchie and Alternate Regina Starolis.  Chairman Walsh seated Alternate Starolis.
3. Public remarks – Items not on agenda -None.
4. Public Hearing.
a. Application # 490 filed by James and Judith Royster regarding 17 Shipyard Road, to construct a garage with driveway.

Chairman Walsh began the discussion by providing a brief description about the Commission’s jurisdictional limits and read aloud the purpose of the Middle Haddam Historical District from the handbook.  Colleen Mellen recused herself from this application which prompted a brief discussion about the recusal guidelines.  Chairman Walsh read aloud the recusal guidelines that were drafted by the Town of East Hampton which states that the member of the board is excused from the presentation and may re-enter when concluded.  Ms. Mellen excused herself from the meeting completely.  Mr. Royster stated that he changed the original plans significantly due to the public feedback.  Mr. Royster provided a survey map of the property and indicated that the proposed garage will be more than 70’ away from the concrete bridge and closer to Shipyard Rd to reduce the visual concerns as well as being 250’ away from S4 location on the property.  Mr. Royster stated that he chose the location because it was the most level on the property and provided a map of 1890 to show that the area is not an archeology site and that no structures existed.  He stated that he chose a salt box configuration with an old fashion sliding door to replicate the 19th century and will be flush with the side of the barn that will be compatible with the garage that exists.  He went on to explain that the foundation will be stone facing, true stone for the retaining wall on the north side and that the materials would include wood board and batten stained to match the home.  Chairman Walsh stated that he placed a pole at the proposed location to gauge the visibility of the barn from different angles as well as an explanation of the sliding doors that were chosen for the barn.  The public was given an opportunity to speak and some of the concerns were the 9’-10’ difference in grade from one side to the other in the rear, disrupting the integrity of the land and possible archeology site and the disruption of the view of the waterfall.  Chairman Walsh provided highlights of some of the letters he received in opposition to this application.  Mr. Royster stated that he spoke with Mr. Bellantoni (State of CT Archeologist) and stated that he will be meeting with him to review the plans and the property.  Chairman Walsh made a motion to accept Application #490 as presented with the materials identified and on the suggested location with the restriction that based on the suggestion of the State of CT Archeologist to preserve or protect subsurface artifacts on the location as a result of construction.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberts.  Vote: 4-Yes; 1-Abstain (Alternate Starolis – contingent on the state archeology report)

Motion passed.  
     5.  Approval of minutes & motions.
 b. April 2014- Chairman Walsh made a motion to accept the April 2014 minutes as     written, seconded by Commissioner Roberts.  Since Chairman Walsh and Commissioner Roberts were the present at the April meeting and the only Commissioners voting on the approval this evening, motion passed.
6.  Correspondence – Chairman Walsh received an email from CL&P stating that there would be a machine going through Middle Haddam next week and that the machine would be going over the brook therefore they will be setting up a temporary bridge.
7.   Reports

        d. Expenditures – None
     8.  New business-  Chairman Walsh received an email from Mr. Abatello stating that he is in   

     the process of working with the state to obtain a dock on his property.  Alternate Starolis 

     expressed her concerns for the proposed plans for Mr. Abatello’s property and the private 

     property signs.  Chairman Walsh stated that he will follow up on the sign issue. 

     Commissioner Roberts commended Mr. and Mrs. Funk of Schoolhouse Lane for picking up 

     trash along Rte. 151.  The members agreed to draft and send a letter of appreciation to the 

     Funk’s.  Commissioner Roberts commended Mr. Rapo of 50 Middle Haddam Rd., for 
     qualifying to be a certified natural wildlife habitat.  Commissioner Roberts addressed the 
     dilapidated condition of 76 Middle Haddam Road.  He stated that the roof and door on the 

     garage were removed after the damage it sustained and that the property is an eyesore due to
     the damage and trash.  He stated that there has been no correspondence from the property 
     owner to the MHHDC about the property.  Chairman Walsh stated that he would discuss the  

     issue with Jim Carey, building inspector.
    9.  Unfinished business – None
    10.  Public Remarks – None
    11.  Adjournment – Demian Battit made a motion to adjourn at 8:47 p.m., seconded by 

           Charles Robers.  Motion unanimous in favor.

    Respectfully submitted,   
    Christine Castonguay    
    Recording Secretary
