Town of East Hampton 
Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, August 26, 2015 @ 6:30 pm
Town Hall Meeting Room
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1. Call to Order:  Chairman Jeffry Foran called the IWWA Regular Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Present:   Chairman Jeffry Foran, Vice-Chairman Joshua Wilson, David Boule, Scott Hill, Robert Talbot and Alternate Harold L’Hote.

Absent:  Dean Kavalkovich and Peter Wall.

2. Seating of Alternates:  Chairman seated Alternate Member Harold L’Hote at this time.

3.   Approval of Minutes
      Mr. Hill made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of July 29, 2015.  The motion was
      seconded by Mr. L’Hote.
The motion passed unanimously.
	  
4.  Communications, Enforcement and Public Comment
	Communications: The IWWA received a copy of a letter sent to the Town Council from a resident that
     expressed concerned with the poor condition of Lake Pocotopaug. 

Enforcement:   Cease and Desist Order – 85 Midwood Farm Road - Carol Morris - M18/B40/L6R-4 (Continued from 10/29/2014)   Chairman Foran stated that this will be reviewed under 7. Continued Applications.
           
Public Comment: Timothy and Katherine Throckmorton, 136 Middle Haddam Road, brought to the Agency’s attention a dispute they are having with their neighbor, Peter Minoli, at 135 Middle Haddam Road.  Mr. Throckmorton submitted a letter to the Agency outlining the situation, which involves his neighbor accessing their property (136 Middle Haddam Road) to repair a pipe for a natural spring by digging in a wetland.  The Mr. and Mrs. Throckmorton requested the Agency to issue a cease and desist order to stop the wetlands activity, as it is not permitted.  

After a brief discussion, the Agency noted that there appears to be two issues.  The first issue is the legality of the easement right-of-way onto 136 Middle Haddam Road, which is not an Inland Wetland’s issue.  The second issue is the activity in the wetlands.  The members were in agreement to issue a cease and desist order so the owners at 135 Middle Haddam Road can appear before the Agency to explain the activity.

Vice-Chairperson Wilson made the motion to issue the Cease and Desist Order to the owners of 135 Middle Haddam Road for performing activity within a jurisdictional wetland without a permit and that the owners appear before the Agency for a Show-Cause Hearing.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boule.
The motion passed unanimously.




5.  Agent Approval:  
A. 221 Clark Hill Road, John Fazio; Construct a two-car garage within upland review area. M11/B40A/L K-14.   Duly Authorized Inland Wetlands Agent Mr. Foran visited the site and found the proposed work was sufficient and issued an agent approval with the conditions of Erosion & Sedimentation Controls in place along the eastern and southern sides of the proposed garage location.
B. 15 Anderson Way, James Haydu; Construct an 18’ x 23’ deck within upland review area. M5/B2/L5A-7. Duly Authorized Inland Wetlands Agent Jeffry Foran visited the site and found the proposed work was appropriate and issued an agent approval with the conditions of Erosion & Sedimentation Controls to include hay bales with stakes installed to the west and south of the work area.
C. 47 Chatham Fields Road, Keith & Karen Wesner; Install a 10’x12’ shed in upland review area. M6A/B57/L5J-7.  This application had an agent approval in 2007 but the applicant never installed the shed.  Mr. Wesner is re-submitting the application for review.  Duly Authorized Inland Wetlands Agent Jeffry Foran noted that nothing changed from the initial application.  Mr. Foran visited the site and found the location for the proposed shed was satisfactory and issued an agent approval with the conditions of Erosion & Sedimentation Controls to include hay bales with stakes installed to the north and west of the site.  Applicant is required to re-advertise the approval in the newspaper.

6. Reading of the Legal Notice: None

7. Continued Applications: 
A. 85 Midwood Farm Road, Carol Morris, Restore Disturbed Wetlands, M18/B40/L6R-4.   
(Cont. from 6/24/15)   George Logan, Professional Wetlands Scientist, briefly reviewed the information distributed at the last meeting.  To answer a request by Mr. Wilson, Mr. Logan identified the trench locations in each of the profiles submitted.  Mr. Wilson distributed aerial photos of the property dating back to 1988, when the property owner took ownership of the property, to present.  These photos, along with the soil report, indicated that there have been two occurrences of fill placed on this property, but it’s evident that the second layer of fill took place prior to the current homeowner.   Mr. Wilson also noted that the wetland line delineated on the map is accurate.  

Mr. Logan discussed the remediation plan which includes all boulders which can be removed without significant soil disturbance shall be removed and placed approximately 5 feet off the dashed line.  This will create a hard boundary between the wetland that is being restored and the upland review area.
Fill material shall be removed down to the original topsoil, add 4” to 12” of additional topsoil, amended as needed, and plant blueberry bushes and shrubs. 

Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve the application using the IWWA short form with standard conditions and the following special conditions:
1. Revise the site plans to reflect changes discussed at the August 26, 2015 meeting and noted on the plan dated 7/29/2015. 
2. Conduct monitoring of plantings for two growing seasons following installation and submit monitor reports to Town Staff.
The motion was seconded by Scott Hill.
								The motion passed.  (Vote 5-1)

Mr. Hill made a motion to lift the Cease and Desist Order on Carol Morris, 85 Midwood Farm Road.  The motion was seconded by Robert Talbot. 
									The motion passed unanimously.



 
8.   New Applications:
         33 Spellman Point Road, Patricia Ray, Construction of New Driveway and Storm Sewers within the upland review area – M09A/B70A/L25  Jim Dutton, Dutton Associates, began by reviewing the proposed plan.  The homeowners have a safety concern with the existing driveway, which is very steep and consists of two two-foot wide wheel tracks with gravel in between.  In addition, there is a water issue in the basemen they wish to address.  The proposed activity includes a paved driveway coming in from Spellman Point Road on the north side of the property where the grade is much lower.  There is curbing proposed along one edge of the driveway and it’s pitched to run water into two yard drain inlets to be connected by piping into a galley system (50” x 30”) to hold one inch of rain from the paved area.  Mr. Dutton noted that there is no direct wetlands impact, as the driveway is almost entirely outside the upland review area and the galley system and piping is the only activity in the upland review area.  Test pits have not been done to determine the feasibility of the galley system but Mr. Dutton confirms that the location of the system will be installed closer to the house than the lake and a couple of feet above the lake water level.  Relocation of utilities will involve repair of the electrical and well lines.  An alternative plan discussed included rebuilding the garage in a different location; however, this would not address the driveway issue. 

The members voiced their concerns that this plan increases the impervious surface and recommended the driveway to be constructed using a geo-grade system to prevent all the water runoff into the lake.  Mr. Dutton stated he will look at alternatives.

   Mr. Wilson made a motion to continue the application for 33 Spellman Point Road to the
   next regularly scheduled meeting of September 30, 2015.  The motion was seconded by 
   Mr. Boule.
									The motion passed unanimously.
9.  Public Hearings: None

10.  New Business:  Chairman Foran expressed that he wanted the entire Agency to review the application  of 33 Spellman Point Road because of the complexity of the application. The discussion continued pertaining to applications for properties on the lake, and the members agreed that a checklist needs to be created to outline guidelines and recommendations that would reduce impact to the lake.
 
11.   Old Business:   
A. Wetlands Enforcement Officer:  Chairman Foran shared that staff contacted him during his vacation concerning a call that the Building Dept. received from the DOT regarding an issue at Sports on 66.  Mr. Foran then contacted Mike Maniscalco, Town Manager; with this concern.  It is noted that the town is in great need for a Wetlands Enforcement Officer, as this position has been vacant since July 2014.  As of today, the Planner/ZEO/WEO position is still vacant and no interviews have been conducted.

B. Phosphorus Ban Ordinance:  Melissa Ziebron to send a letter to the Town Council.  Chairman Foran asked to keep this item on the agenda.

C. Review Open Permits:  No update at this time.  Chairman Foran asked to keep this on the agenda.

 12.   Public Comments: None 

13.  Adjournment
Mr. Wall made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. L’Hote. 
The motion passed unanimously.
          Meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,      Christina Soulagnet, Recording Secretary
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