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Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 @ 6:30 pm
Town Hall Meeting Room

Approved Minutes


1. Call to Order 
Chairperson Jeffry Foran called the IWWA Regular Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Present
Chairman Jeffry Foran, Vice-Chairman Joshua Wilson (6:32pm), David Boule, Harold L’Hote, Dean Kavalkovich, Robert Talbot and Peter Wall (6:31pm).

Absent  
Scott Hill

2. Seating of Alternates
 Harold L’Hote was seated as an alternate.

      Other attendee(s): None
3.   Approval of Minutes
Mr. L’Hote made a motion to approve the minutes of December 17, 2014.  The    motion was seconded by Mr. Kavalkovich.
The motion passed unanimously.

4.  Communications, Enforcement and Public Comment
Communications:  Christina Soulagnet provided the members with information on the annual CT Bar Association Land Use Law for Municipal Land Use Agencies, Boards and Commissions seminar.  It will be held at the Wesleyan University on March 21, 2015.

Enforcement:   Cease and Desist Order – 85 Midwood Farm Road – M18/B40/L6R-4 (Continued from 10/29/2014)
Chairman Foran read aloud the letter from Carol Morris, the property owner of 85 Midwood Farm Road, dated January 22, 2015, who requested the hearing be tabled until the April, 2015 IWWA meeting.  Ms. Morris also stated in the letter that she will submit an application by April and would like members of the committee to do a site visit to her property in the Spring. 

 Vice-Chairman Wilson made the motion to table this Cease and Desist Order on 85 Midwood Farm Road until the April 29, 2015 IWWA meeting at which time the property owner will have submitted an application.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Talbot.
  				                    The motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment:  None

5.  Agent Approval 
A.   Agent Review:  Steve Cohen, 70 Meeks Point Road, M10A/B82/L11; Enlarging existing mudroom within the Upland Review Area.   Duly Authorized Inland Wetlands Agent Mr. Foran visited 70 Meeks Point Road to review the proposed activity to enlarge an existing mudroom from 4’x6’ to 8’6” x 10” on the back side of the house, away from the lake.  Mr. Foran found that the proposed work is sufficient and would have minimal disruption to the soil and issued an Agent Approval with standard conditions.  

6. Reading of the Legal Notice
 None

7. Continued Applications
A.   Application:  Nancy and Buddy Fatscher, 29 Lake Drive, Seawall Repair – M03A/B70A/L10C.  Charles Dutch, Land Surveyor, Dutch Associates, began the presentation by distributing maps for discussion.  Mr. Dutch identified on the map to eliminate any confusion that Mr. & Mrs. Fatscher own the property indicated in yellow.  Brian Golembiewski, Registered Soil Scientist/Wetland Scientist, Diversified Wetland Services, discussed the area for the proposed work, which will be on the north side of the property where there is less vegetation.  Photos were provided to aid in the discussion.  Mr. Golembiewski referenced the Soil Scientist Report Addendum which outlined the revised recommended design plan to make a slope that is natural and a shoreline able to withstand the elements by utilizing existing stones, using armor stone at the toe, geotextile fabric under stone, and plantings of native shrubs.  Back fill will be needed, approximately 80 feet by 2 ½ feet, and consist of clean fill with soil/sand mix for plant growth. There will be a 1 foot to 1 ½ foot slope and elevation will be built up 3 feet to 468 feet to establish uniform ground.  It was noted that Conservation Lake Commission did not see the revised plan because their February 12, 2015 meeting was cancelled.  Mr. Dutch concluded that stones will be hand-placed to minimize the use of machinery.  

Vice-Chairman Wilson made the motion to approve the application for 29 Lake Drive under the conditional short form with the following additional conditions:  1. Erosion control measures be installed between the work area and the water to prevent discharge into the lake during construction; 2. Geotextile fabric shall be installed behind the stones to the basic construction to the top of the stone installation; 3. The installation approved materials, including but not limited to geotextile stone and erosion control blankets, shall be overseen by the designer; and 4. A bond shall be provided by the applicant in an amount to be determined by town staff.  Mr. Talbot seconded the motion. 		
							
The motion passed 6 – 1 (Yes: Chairman Foran, Vice-Chairman Wilson, Mr. Boule,  Mr. L’Hote, Mr. Kavalkavich, and Mr. Talbot;  No: Mr. Wall;  Abstained: None.
 
8. New Applications
 None
	
9. Public Hearings  
None




10.  New Business 
A. Scott Fellows, Fellows Logging, Timber harvest thinning on two lots: Owner: Frank Blume, (14.3 Ac) M8/B31A/L2 and Owner: Ben Vinci, (22.4 Ac) M8/B31A/L2A  Mr. Fellows introduced himself to the commission and explained that the proposed work is on two adjacent lots off Rt. 151.  There are no wetlands on the properties but a stream that runs parallel to the property line on the back of both lots.  Activity consists of a select cut and will not take place in the Upland Review Area where the terrain is extremely steep.  Mr. Fellows also informed the commission that he spoke with the Dept. of Transportation for approval of the location of the landing spot off Rt. 151.

Vice-Chairman Wilson made a motion that the proposed activity is a permitted use as of right, there is no wetlands impact, and that any application fee that he provided to the town should be refunded.  Mr. Boule seconded the motion.  

							The motion passed unanimously

11. Old Business   
A.  Phosphorus Ban Ordinance   An update from the Town Manager on January 20, 2015 confirmed that the Town Council received the recommendations from Inland Wetlands Agency and Conservation Lake Commission.  Chairman Foran would like to keep this item on the agenda for the March IWWA meeting.
B. 0000 Wangonk Trail, Princess Pocotopaug Boat Dock/Seawall Repair M9A/B709C/L44; IWWA Application #IW2013-06-92555 Dated 6/20/2013.  Mr. William Choma began the discussion by showing a short video of the activity along the seawall.  Mr. Choma’s concern was that the conditions placed on the approved application have not been followed by the applicant.  The video revealed that there was no silt fence installed prior or during the repair work, which has been completed to date.  In addition, Mr. Choma informed the members that a survey prior to the commencement of work and at the conclusion of the activity was not submitted for the file and that the lack of a Wetlands Enforcement Officer has contributed to this wetlands violation.  The members thanked Mr. Choma for bringing this issue to the agency’s attention.

After a brief discussion, the members agreed to gather the open IWWA permits for review at the next regularly scheduled meeting in March, 2015.  At that time, the members will decide the appropriate action to take with regards to these permits.      

12. Public Comments 
None

13. Adjournment
Mr. Talbot made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hill. 
The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,   

Christina Soulagnet 
Recording Secretary
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