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East Hampton Housing Authority

Chatham Acres

1 Governor Bill O’Neill Drive

East Hampton, CT 06424

A meeting was held on April 20, 2016 at Chatham Acres.  The meeting opened at 6:00 pm.  Members present were Thomas Denman, Patricia Dufour, Ann McLaughlin, Jo Ann Ewing, Fred Maynard and Judie Bobbi.  A few residents also attended.

Minutes:
A motion was made by Mr. Maynard to accept the Minutes of March 16th.  Ms. Dufour seconded.  Vote was three yes and two abstain.

Public Comment:
A question was asked to clarify dogs visiting the housing authority.  Ms. Bobbi noted that when the vote on the pet policy was posted that it stated that visitors should not be bringing pets onto the properties due to our no pet policy that has been approved each time the tenants voted to not allow pets.  This could be a liability issue for the housing when an outsider brings a pet and an incidence occurs.  Also, it was asked whether it’s ok for people who walk pets bring them through and leave the pets mess behind and what about biking, etc.   The housing authority property is private and to avoid any liability we may place signage at both sites.
It was also, asked about the smoking areas at Chatham now that people will be sitting outside or have windows open.  Ms. Bobbi stated it will be posted in the May newsletter what areas could be used.  One resident noted that she hoped it would be far enough away from her apartment since she is not a smoker.

Another resident asked about how safe our drinking water is.  Ms. Bobbi reported that our water at both Bellwood and Chatham is tested every three months.  The results usually show no violations and safe for drinking.  Chatham does have a filter for the iron and the last test done in April showed the color and turbidity to be elevated and we are looking to have the filter re-bed with new green sand.  The water is still safe to drink.
Bills and Communication:

RSC Grant has been reduced for the second half year payment due to the state debt.  We are allowed to make up the difference using our reserve fund.

Underwater Solutions sent the report on the water storage tank a Chatham Acres.  The tank was inspected and cleaned.  They recommend at future date we consider having the tank recoated inside.

DPH sent a notice for community water systems to have a certified bulk water hauler on file in case we ever need to have water brought in.  Ms. Bobbi contacted the hauler we had used several years ago and they are still a certified water hauler.

Cash Report:
Ms. Bobbi presented the bank reconciliation for March 2016.  Board reviewed and filed for audit.

Old Business and New Business:
CHFA has required we pay for an appraisal of our properties as part of the closing on the loan.  A person from Wellspeak, Dugas and Kane was hired by CHFA and has visited our properties for the necessary data.
Ms. Bobbi and Ms. Brazal sat through on online demo from PHA-WEB on an accounting program.  It had some good features not available to us with the Quick Books program and some options that we use with QB are not available with PHA-WEB.  The Board was in agreement to stay where we are at for now since there is a lot going on and CHFA is changing the accounting program for the state housing to GAAP and hoping to have it up and running by the fall.  Ms. Bobbi attended a roundtable discussion on the changes.  We hope to be able to put our Jan. 1, 2017 Budget into the new program.

Ms. Bobbi reported that two weeks ago our maintenance man arrived to find our sign that we placed closer to our property had been removed by Dr. Brown and placed by our picnic table.  Ms. Bobbi was told by the maintenance man that Dr. Brown had told him it was placed one foot over his line.  Ms. Bobbi wondered why Dr. Brown never called or left a message requesting we move it as we thought it was on our property.
Vacancy:  Two units are vacant at Chatham and we plan to move one person from Bellwood who applied for “Reasonable Accommodation” due to health reasons.  Then we hope to leave on unit vacant at Chatham and one at Bellwood in case we need to move residents around when work is being done.

Tenant Commissioner:
Mr. Maynard brought up the problem quite a few residents are having with the Comcast cable signal.  Ms. Bobbi had contacted Comcast and they made an appointment to be on site April 25th between 8am and 10am.  Mr. Maynard made a motion at 7:10pm the Board go into Executive Session and allow two residents to be present.  Ms. McLaughlin seconded.  At 7:50pm Mr. Maynard made a motion to exit Executive Session.  Ms. McLaughlin seconded.
At 7:52 pm a motion was made by Ms. McLaughlin to adjourn.  Ms. Dufour seconded.

Respectfully submitted by Judie Bobbi, recording secretary

CC:  Board Members, Town Manager, Town Clerk, Town Council

