BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

December 14, 2015
“MINUTES”
Present: Chairman Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Charles Gotta, Darin Hurne, Steve Palmer
Others Present: Fire Chief Greg Voelker, Assistant Chief Marty Swan, Deputy Fire Chief Bryan Bochinski, Deputy Fire Marshal Joe Guest,Charles Spakowski, Phil Visintainer, Dan Burdick
Chairman Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2015 regular meeting was made by Mr. Gotta and seconded by Mr. Hurne. Voted 5-0 in favor.
Public Remarks: None 
Approval of Bills/Budget Report:   
A motion was made by Mr. Hurne, seconded by Mr. Palmer, to approve expenditure of $2589.95 from the general fund, account 5658, to replace the aged-out gas meters. Voted 5-0 in favor.
A motion was made by Mr. Palmer, seconded by Mr. Hurne, to replace 11 pair of boots, 10 safety vests and 10 pair of gloves in the amount of $6145 from the capital account line item for boots, helmets, coats. Voted 5-0 in favor.

A motion was made by Mr. Hurne, seconded by Mr. Gotta, to expend $18,000 to purchase 6 full sets of gear, harnesses and the carabiners needed for them.  Voted 5-0 in favor.

Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications: Chairman Salafia stated that he’d had an email from Town Manager Maniscalco that he will discuss under agenda item 9c.
Unfinished Business:  

A) Report on code compliance work for fire houses: Progress is being made
B) Ladder truck: Chairman Salafia reports that the project is moving forward, with the Town Council making a 180 degree turn on the manner of funding. The Republican candidates now support the purchase of the truck flat out rather than leasing, which will save the town about $188,000. A Town Meeting will be held to vote on this expenditure on December 21, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Middle School. The Board of Fire Commissioners will be sending a letter to the Rivereast to clear up any misinformation regarding the purchase.  Assistant Chief Swan stated that the Democrats on the Town Council support the purchase of the Ladder Truck, but not the manner of funding it.
C) Grant proposals: It looks like a FEMA grant is open in the month of December. The subcommittee probably will not be able to get into this grant because of the timing. Mr. Germain asked Chief Voelker to think of some FD members that might be part of the subcommittee on grant writing. Chairman Salafia stated that Town Manager Maniscalco will be able to get the committee help on writing the grant.

New Business:
A) 2015 Awards Program & Tax Abatement: Chairman Salafia asked that the run sheets from the final week of the year are given to the secretary as soon as possible so he can get the final tax abatement and award program information to the tax office and Rick Stanfield in a timely manner. 
B) Review of draft letter to the RiverEast: Chairman Salafia has written a letter highlighting points on the purchase of the Ladder Truck, which he sent to the Commission for review. The letter was discussed and some changes made.  A motion was then made by Mr. Hurne, seconded by Mr. Germain, to put the letter in the Rivereast with the discussed amendments.  Voted 5-0 in favor. 
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Mr. Germain and seconded by Mr. Palmer to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m..  Vote 5-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
