BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

November 9, 2015
“MINUTES”
Present: Chairman Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Charles Gotta, Darin Hurne, Steve Palmer
Others Present: Fire Chief Greg Voelker, Assistant Chief Marty Swan, Deputy Fire Marshal Joe Guest, Captain Jerry Cloutier, Charles Spakowski, 
Chairman Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2015 regular meeting was made by Mr. Hurne and seconded by Mr. Germain. Voted 4 in favor with 1 abstention (Mr. Palmer.)
Public Remarks: None 
Approval of Bills/Budget Report:   
Fire Chief Voelker explained that he will soon be ordering 6 lengths of 5” hose to replace that lost during hose testing.  He is also looking into a web page for the Department, which may be around $1,000 along with $100 a year to maintain.  Chairman Salafia asked the Chief to look into the possibility of bundling with the town’s site services. This will be discussed at a later meeting.
Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications: None

Unfinished Business:  

A) Report on code compliance work for fire houses: Progress is being made
B) Ladder truck: Chairman Salafia reported that the Board, the Department, and especially the Ladder Truck sub-committee have jumped through all the hoops they needed to to get the project on track. He feels that the public in general supports the purchase of the Ladder Truck. Chief Voelker has been assured by the new Town Council Chair, Patience Anderson, that the Ladder Truck will be on the agenda for their meeting of November 24, 2015. 

New Business:
A) Grant writing sub-committee: The previous Town Council Chair, Barbara Moore, had brought up the issue of obtaining grants to Chairman Salafia. He would like a grant writing sub-committee to form in order to explore this idea further.  Mr. Germain and Mr. Gotta volunteered to be a part of it, and Chief Voelker stated that some Fire Department members would also help form the committee. He also mentioned that grant writing classes are offered and perhaps someone should attend one. 
B) Chairman’s letter to the RiverEast: Chairman Salafia stated that a letter penned by a Town Council member appeared in the RiverEast. This letter contained lies and accused the Fire Department of trying to do an end run around the budget process before the election (in reference to obtaining the Ladder Truck). This is clearly not true, and Chairman Salafia submitted a letter to the RiverEast correcting the record. 

C) Approval of 2016 meeting date: Mr. Palmer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hurne, to approve the proposed meeting dates for the 2016 Board of Fire Commissioner’s Regular Meetings.  Voted 5-0 in favor.
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Mr. Hurne and seconded by Mr. Gotta to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m..  Vote 5-0 in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
