BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

October 20, 2014

“MINUTES”
Present: Chairman Brett Salafia, Eric Germain, Darin Hurne
Absent: Steve Palmer
Others Present: Fire Chief Greg Voelker, Mike Rich, Martin Swan, Hunt Voelker
Chairman Brett Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Darin Hurne and seconded by Eric Germain to approve the regular meeting minutes for September 8, 2014 and the workshop minutes of September 23, 2014.  Voted 3-0 in favor.  
Public Remarks:  
Chairman Salafia stated that he had attended a meeting with Town Manager Michael Maniscalco to talk about the Capital budget.  For the upcoming year the amount of money available for public safety, which includes the Fire Dept. and Police Dept. will be about $98,000.  The Fire Dept. should continue working on projects such as securing a new ladder truck and fixing the dry hydrants.  Chairman Salafia urges members to be vocal and active in the budget process.  He also mentioned the possibility of an upcoming town project of building a public safety campus.  It was noted that the Fire Commissioners and Fire Dept. should be involved with this process.
Approval of Bills/Budget Report:  
Chief Voelker has a bill for hose testing that will be around $8,000.  
There was a repair and general maintenance to the Chief’s vehicle for $1,100.

Chairman Salafia noted that the flag outside of Company #2 is in disrepair and will need to be replaced.  
Fire Marshal Report: Fire Marshal Klotzbier’s report is attached to these minutes

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Voelker’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Communications:   Chief Voelker received a letter from Kutz Law Office regarding the professionalism of the ambulance calls in regards to calls at Westside Manor.  He asked the Board to make a decision on whether he should attend the meeting he was invited to by the Town Manager to discuss the contents of the letter.  It was decided that Chairman Salafia will talk to the Town Manger and get a feel for if the Chief should attend, as it may not impact the Fire Department directly.
Unfinished Business:  

A) Robert Strickland payout inquiry: Chairman Salafia drafted a letter to be sent to Mr. Strickland regarding what his payout amount would be at this time.  He can choose to retire under a disability which will effectively sever his ties as an active member of the department and with the Awards Program.  
B) Fire Marshal violation follow-up re: firehouses: Fire Marshal Klotzbier was unable to be present due to a training class. This agenda item will be tabled until November’s meeting. 
C) JLN Report Final Review: Eric Germain has finalized a draft of the response to the JLN Report for the Town Council.  He will forward this to all Commissioners.  Chairman Salafia would like to have this on the Town Council’s agenda in November; he will make a presentation at their meeting.
D) Ladder Truck Project Update: Deputy Chief Bochinski was unable to be present due to out of town work.  He updated the Commissioners by email on the Ladder Truck Project.  Specs have been received and are being reviewed from 3 vendors: Pierce, Ferrara and Smeal.  He is waiting on info regarding potential impact to the Town’s ISO rating if we were to lose the Ladder Truck.  Chairman Salafia reported that in his initial research he believes that it would cost each homeowner around $235/year on their homeowner’s insurance if the truck were to be out of service.  This is based on the currently available public information.  A workshop regarding the project was suggested, it will be scheduled for after the JLN presentation to the Town Council.  Mr. Swan mentioned that the Ladder Truck Committee will most likely have a presentation on costs for the December regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners.
New Business: Chief Voelker noted that Ladder Testing will be done in January of 2015 because of a change in the availability of the vendor.  He was quoted a price of $675 for the Ladder Truck and $30 for each additional ladder.  Or, $40 for each ladder without testing of the Ladder Truck.
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Darin Hurne and seconded by Eric Germain to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m..  Vote 3-0 in favor.

submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Secretary
