BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

September 9, 2013

 “APPROVED MINUTES”

Present: 
Chairman Brett Salafia, Richard Dufour, Eric Germain, Eric Valli
Absent:
Steve Palmer

Others Present: Chief Greg Voelker, Marty Swan, Martin Voelker, Hunt Voelker, Phil Visintainer, Bunny Simko and Patience Anderson (BOF).
Chairman Brett Salafia called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Chairman’s Remarks
Chairman Salafia thanked Rich Dufour for his service and the documentation. The meeting agenda has changed a bit and after reviewing the ordinance the meeting will be kept to a single public remark section. If membership of the department chooses to be unruly during the meeting the Chief will follow up with the chain of command. There are many important items that need to be addressed especially the new engine, and creating once again a long range plan. We need to update the recordkeeping especially of inventory and where things are and keep it current. The role of the BOFC is not the same as the Chief and will keep with the spirit of that the town government designed it to.
A motion was made by Richard Dufour to approve the minutes for the August 12, 2013 annual meeting minutes seconded by Eric Valli.  Vote 4-0 in favor.
A motion was made by Eric Valli to approve the minutes to reflect the amended wording regard new business for the August 12 Regular meeting minutes seconded by Richard Dufour. Vote 4-0.  
New Business should be noted that Councilperson Weintraub asked that a copy of the incident reports be given to the Commission not to her personally.
Public Remarks:

Phil Visintainer asked that all at the table face the audience for better hearing.

Marty Swan asked that the BOFC entertain taking the same avenue that the council has, which is it would entertain questions if it pertains to specific items.

Patience Anderson is a BOF member is pleased to hear that the BOFC is working on the additional equipment request for the truck and looks forward to hearing from them.
Commissioner Germain read a letter submitted by Deputy Chief Freund asked that the fire extinguisher, emergency lights and fire alarms be put out to bid again for the 2014 year and that the specifications be sent out by October 2013. (A copy of the letter will be made part of the minutes)
Approval of Bills/Budget Report: Chief Voelker stated that the budget report is in front of the Commission and there is a $2,000 bill for the squad to be repaired at Starr Auto.
Communications: None
Unfinished Business:

Exhaust System: Chairman Salafia asked the Chief for an update on the status of the purchase order. This item is carried to next month.
Old Business:
New Engine: Chief Voelker stated that the Finance Director is figuring the items will have to go out to bid, since there are a lot of name brand items that the department would like to buy as it is what is currently used. At this time the time frame is as soon as possible. Commissioner Germain asked if this would have to be done before next meeting. Chairman Salafia 
A motion was made by Eric Germain to nominate Steve Palmer to the truck equipment committee seconded by Eric Valli. Vote 4-0 in favor
New Business:

Awards Program Trustee Change – Chairman Salafia stated that since the change in Chairman an email was sent by Commissioner Dufour and Chairman Salafia notifying the town of the change.
Update Firehouse Software Upgrade to Cloud Hosting
Chairman Salafia stated that Kristin is working with Rich Klotzbier to make sure this is going through without a glitch.
Status of Simko Letter From Town
Chairman Salafia stated that when he was at the town hall signing the change of Trustee it was mentioned with regard to the investigation status and he will hopefully have more to report at next meeting.
Question of Why Former Chairman Simko still had Town Property on Personal Vehicle (commissioner tag)
Richard Dufour stated that he was asked by an individual on why the past chairman still has a commission plate. Chairman Salafia asked if this was mentioned to the Town Manager. Richard Dufour stated he did mention this to the Town Manager and Chairman Salafia stated that he will follow up.
Consultant Findings 

Chairman Salafia stated that the consultant has been meeting with the Chief on an ongoing basis.
Chief Voelker asked that a Commissioner attend the next council meeting
Status on Physical Information of Firehouse
Chairman Salafia stated the Chief is working on getting the memberships physicals completed and Commissioner Palmer is assisting with getting it into the firehouse system.
Fixed Asset Disposition Status

Chairman Salafia and the Chief were contacted by Jeff Jylkka to find out if we had certain fixed asset items. Chief Voelker will take care of this matter and has the list of the inventory and needs to fill out forms for the town. Chairman Salafia will touch base with regard to Engine 3 to the Town Manager and Finance Director. 
Other Concerns:

Capital SCBA Tanks- Commissioner Dufour asked regarding ordering the SCBA tanks. Chief Voelker stated he spoke to Shipman’s and he will be ordering all at once.

Fireworks – Chief Voelker stated that it was a fantastic job and they broke even and thanked all for their hard work.
Trustee Meeting – Commissioner Dufour stated that since the trustee have changed suggested that another Trustee meeting held or an additional item be added to the next regular meeting.

Bylaw Change – Commissioner Dufour asked if the bylaw change passed. Chief Voelker stated that the change was rejected. Chairman Salafia stated that as he said to the Chief prior the bylaws needs to be reviewed and move in to this century.

A motion was made by Eric Valli and seconded by Richard Dufour to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. Vote 4-0 all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin Olzacki

