BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
December 10, 2012
 “APPROVED MINUTES”
Present: Richard Dufour, Leroy Goff, Brett Salafia, Eric Germaine and Eric Valli.
Others Present:  Chief Paul Owen, Assistant Chief Marty Swan,Deputy Chief Ken McGahee, Donovan Antalik, Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier, Dan Burdick, Ken Royce, Beth Dufour, Phil Visintainer, Rob Rainville, Jason Swan, Christian Freund, Pete Freund, Hunt Voelker, Greg Voelker, Christopher McDowell, John Basso, Jaime Owen, Mike Rich, Lou Harris, Charles Spakowski, Marty Voelker, Dave Simko, Jim Burke, Joe Guest, Sue Weintraub (Town Council) and Barbara Moore (Town Council).
Richard Dufour called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Company #1 on Barton Hill Road.
Approval of Minutes:  
A motion was made by Eric Valli and seconded by Leroy Goff to approve the November Regular meeting minutes. Vote 5-0 all in favor.
Public Remarks: 

Chairman Dufour welcomed the new officers and encouraged that they extend an olive branch to the surrounding mutual aid towns. Also, Chairman Dufour suggested that an incoming officer did not behave in the manner becoming an officer.
Paul Owen stated he feels his privacy rights have been violated and that he did not appreciate the way that one Commissioner handled it. Also addressed was the 2011 awards program and how it was handled. 
Marty Swan spoke with regard to the letter of complaint that was circulated and would like to know where his rights stand. Chairman Dufour stated that was what we have referenced to when he made his remarks. Marty stated if an individual doesn’t have the guts to sign the letter then it should have been shredded. A brief discussion followed.

Ken McGahee would like show his cohesion with the other chiefs and with him being the Deputy Chief he should have approached first by the member writing the letter.

Captain Marty Voelker agreed with the other individuals that spoke and feels that if there are any merits to the claims they need to be looked into.

· Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier’s Report: The Fire Marshal’s report is attached and made part of these minutes.
· Fire Chief Paul Owen’s Report: The Chief’s report is attached and made part of these minutes.
· Communications: 
Marty Swan presented that the department respond to 9 auto accidents, 2 automatic alarms, 5 assist EMS, 2 structure fires, 2 wires down, 1 chimney fire, 1 CO incident, 1 outside fire and 1 smoke scare with over 759.3 man hours expended. Chairman Dufour went over report in detail.
Unfinished Business:
· New Truck (vendor/presentation to Council):
Commissioner Dufour thanked everyone who attended last week’s Finance meeting and encouraged all to attend tomorrow’s Town Council meeting with regard to the truck. Marty Swan stated Pierce is bringing the truck down at 4 to meet with the Town Manager and will be at the Council meeting. Commissioner Salafia stated that the Town Manager will need to know the difference with regard to the Pierce.
Old Business:
· Second Read Policy–Commissioner Germaine stated that he circulated the second read policy after the last meeting. This for non-critical items so it gives more time for review. Chairman Dufour stated that the way this commission runs nothing that is really critical that can be discussed and brought back for more thought. This will be tabled until further notice with the option of being brought back.
· Fire Extinguisher Contract –  Chairman Dufour stated after a phone call from the Town Finance Director who stated that it would be a conflict of interest to keep the current supplier of service due to the owner of the company is the incoming Deputy Chief and suggested going to with the next in line which would be Roybal.
A motion was made by Eric Valli and seconded by Brett Salafia to accept Roybal as of the new fire extinguisher service provider due to a conflict of interest with the current provider. Vote 5-0 all in favor.
· Hold Harmless – Chairman Dufour stated that a generic hold harmless is in the packet and stated that it will be filled out when the department  assists resident and another that will be filled out as well one for burn assists.
· Background Checks–Commissioner Salafia drafted up a waiver form for the current and future members obtaining background checks. The Commission agreed that a meeting will need to hold a special meeting in January to discuss the information and possible action if the report comes back with something. A brief discussion was held.
· Department Bylaws -  Chairman Dufour asked if any headway was made. Dan Burdick stated that this time there is nothing new to report.
· Awards Program – Chairman Dufour stated that over the years there has been a lot of wasted time in administration. Chairman Dufour suggested that two weeks after a particular month is posted a member should dispute and again at the end quarter as well.
New Business:
· Citizen Complaint Letter:  Chairman Dufour stated that due to the fact that the author has not come forward he considers it mute. Commissioner Germaine stated that he would still like to discuss this in executive session. Peter Freund asked for his chance to speak in public forum. Commissioner Salafia stated that he would like a minute to discuss the issues. A brief discussion followed.
· Executive Session:
A motion was made by Leroy Goff, seconded by Eric Valli to enter Executive Session at 8:02p.m. Voted (5-0).
Present in Executive Session were Richard Dufour, Leroy Goff, Eric Valli, Eric Germaine,  and Brett Salafia.
Executive Session ended at 9:28 p.m.
Motion to dismiss the unsubstantiated complaint by Brett Salafia and seconded by Eric Valli. Vote 5-0 all in favor

Duly noted that the commission was unable to respond to an unsubstantiated accusation letter.
· Purchases:
Description


Amount

Vendor

Account


600’ of 5 inch hose

$4650.00

Shipmans

Hose/Foam Account

A motion was made by Eric Valli and seconded by Brett Salafia to approve the purchase as presented.  Vote 5-0 all in favor.

A motion was made by Brett Salafia and seconded by Eric Valli to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:32 p.m.  Vote 5-0 all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin A. Olzacki   
