TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ETHICS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2015
6:30 PM
MEMORIAL SCHOOL CAFETERIA

Minutes

Present:  Chairman Whitney Fielding, Vice Chairman Kurt Comisky, Mary Ann Meehl and Allison Mohler
Not Present:  James Valad

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Fielding called the meeting to order at 6:43 PM in the Memorial School Cafeteria.

A motion was made by Ms. Meehl, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to seat alternate Allison Mohler. Voted (3-0)

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Ms. Mohler, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2015 Ethics Commission meeting as written.  Voted (4-0) 

Public Comment
None

Communications
Ms. Meehl voiced her concerns regarding a disturbing phone call she received from a member of the Town Council.  The caller criticized the Commission's handling of the anonymous correspondence that was discussed at the October regular meeting.

Proper Handling of Anonymous Correspondence and Complaints
[bookmark: _GoBack]The letters received from the Town Attorney in response to inquiries made by the Ethics Commission and a member of the Town Council, regarding the handling of an anonymous correspondence, were reviewed and discussed.  Recommendations include that in order for an anonymous complaint to be considered, the requirement of a signature by the complainant should stand.  In addition, it was determined that the anonymous correspondence reviewed at the October Ethics Commission meeting did not meet the requirements of a formal complaint and therefore should not be treated as such.  Commission members are working to define the role that the Ethics Commission should play as it relates to the handling of anonymous letters and ensuring they are properly handled.  The possibility of holding an executive session is being considered by the Commission.  

Chairman Fielding will be unable to attend meetings until May 2016 and the Commission has decided to move forward in collecting information in his absence and will agree on an action plan upon his return.

Continued Discussion of Ethics Filing Process
 The Commission discussed the option to seek an advisory opinion in the case of the handling of the previously mentioned anonymous correspondence and will make an informed decision at a future time.  Commission members have the following questions for Town staff;

· Due to confidentiality concerns, is it possible for the letters addressed to the Ethics Commission to remain unopened at the Town Hall, and instead be forwarded to the Chairman for initial review?
· When an anonymous letter is received and filed, is the file confidential?  If no, how would a member of the public request access?  Would they ask for all anonymous files related to the Ethics Commission?
· Would an executive session of the Ethics Commission be warranted in the event that a pertinent anonymous letter is received? 
· Are executive sessions recorded?  Is a recording secretary present during executive session?  If yes, are the meeting minutes and audio recording public record?  

Other Business
Commission members are requesting to know if there's an update on progress made toward planning Ethics Training for Commission members and employees.  

Adjournment
A motion was made by Ms. Meehl, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 PM.  Voted (4-0)

Respectfully submitted,


Sarah Aresco
Recording Clerk

