TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ETHICS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2015
TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM

Minutes


Present:  Chairman Whitney Fielding, Vice Chairman James Valad, Kurt Comisky and Mary Ann Meehl

Not Present:  Lori Weech

Call to Order& Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Fielding called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Valad, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to approve the minutes of the Ethics Commission meeting of February 18, 2015.  Voted (4-0) 

Chairman’s Communications
None

Review of Recusal Guidelines
Attorney Duncan Forsyth provided a written update to the recusal policy as requested by the Ethics Commission.  The Commission had additional changes they would like to propose.  In the first paragraph, it was requested to add that guidance from the Town Attorney should be requested via the Town Manager’s Office and that the response from the Town Attorney regarding recusal should be sent to the person requesting the guidance as well as the Chairperson of the commission involved.

Discussion of Ethics Complaint Process
Mr. Fielding will finalize a letter that will be sent out to the Town Council Chairperson as well as the Chairperson of all town boards and committees. 

The Commission reviewed the ethics complaint forms and discussed possible changes to the advisory opinion timeline, the addition of hand delivery as a means to deliver an ethics complaint to the Town Manager’s office and the need for the form to be notarized.
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Mr. Comisky will look at the wording regarding quorums and minimum votes needed for different actions by the Commission.


Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Valad, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Voted (4-0)

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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