Town of East Hampton
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

Tuesday August 16, 2016
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES
Present: Jack Solomon, Terry Sprankle, James Monahan, Kate Adams
Absent: Tim Csere, Ted Turner
Others Present: Mike Maniscalco (Town Manager)
Call to order:  Chairperson Solomon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Approval of Minutes
a) Regular Meeting of July 19, 2016: A motion was made by Mr. Sprankle and seconded by Mr. Monahan to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 19, 2016.  Voted 4-0 in favor.
Public Comments None
Discussion with Sports on 66: Chairman Solomon went on a tour of the facility and reported that Brian Cutler, the owner, expects to be done building in six week’s time. He would like to be open by November for indoor soccer leagues. There are retail spaces available as well, and this prompted a co-location discussion, pertinent to the businesses that will be sharing the other new buildings at 201 West High (The Studio, Crossfit and Defensive Edge). 
Joyce Hyde, from Sports on 66’s sports facility management company gave more details to the Commission. It will house a soccer field, basketball courts, space for flag football, field hockey, volleyball and more. They are hoping to attract all different ages and community members and that the space will be used for more than just sports. They are currently looking for opportunities to rent their space during the weekdays. The Commission suggested local business CMK Sports as a possible tenant in their retail area. There will be over 100 parking spots available.
Old Business
New Business Update
Ms. Adams mentioned that the Fat Orange Cat Brewery opened up for business the past weekend. Discussed were their partner marketing efforts with AirLine Cycles and the size/location of their business. Mr. Sprankle mentioned that their beer will be available at Loco Perro. 
Belltown Spotlight on Business

Po’s is the current spotlighted business. Discussion occurred on the Spotlight on Business program in general. 
A motion was made by Ms. Adams, seconded by Mr. Monahan, that the Belltown Spotlight on Business for September will be AirLine Cycles. Voted 4-0 in favor. 

Discussion on the motion included that AirLine Cycles will be spotlighted after September 15. 
New Business: Mr. Monahan prompted a discussion regarding background on things the EDC has done in the past and what the priorities of the Commission are currently. The survey that was not accepted by the Town Council was discussed. It was also noted that when businesses are recipients of the Spotlight on Business, this is a good opportunity for Commission members to sit down with them and ask questions about being a business owner in town. Mr. Rux, the liaison for P&Z, will be asked to speak about the town’s plan of conservation and development at the next meeting.
Town Manager’s Report: Mr. Maniscalco reported that the bid package for the STEAP grant work to be done at 13 Watrous Street was re-drafted and is now out on an expedited RFP. The Brownfields Redevelopment Agency is awaiting results. 
The work on Christopher Brook has started; they are now waiting on the precast culvert to be put in and then work can continue. 

The K9 program is now being implemented by the Police Department. The dog has been acquired and is now going through intensive training with his human officer. 

The public beaches on the lake are currently closed due to high counts of algae. The last test revealed that the counts are going up. He discussed the timeline of the 9 point watershed management plan and how that might aid in securing funding for the lake. 

Ms. Adams asked if the EDC has tried to reach out and fill empty buildings/storefronts with businesses in the past. Mr. Maniscalco stated that many years ago there was software purchased to help the EDC better understand what and where the open real estate was in the town, but that it was barely used and would not be supported with the EDC’s current budget. He suggested that if the members were talking to prospective businesses that they be the initial point of contact then refer the business and/or owner to speak with him. This prompted a discussion on what would attract business to East Hampton, with the following highlighted: low tax rate, high rate of traffic on 66 (and to a lesser extent through the Village Center), some tax abatement offered if the applicant meets conditions, access to Rt. 2 and an 8 million dollar deficit in food service/restaurants.
Ms. Adams made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monahan, to put together an advertising packet specifically directed toward recruiting a bakery for the Town of East Hampton. Voted 4-0 in favor.  Ms. Adams volunteered to spearhead this project. 
Public Comments: None
Chairperson Solomon adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Clerk
