[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of East Hampton
Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
6:30 PM
Town Hall Meeting Room

Minutes

Present:  Jack Solomon, Timothy Csere, James Monahan, Ted Turner
Others Present:  Carla Sylvester and Scott Bristol (Brownfields Redevelopment Agency), Mike Maniscalco (Town Manager)

Not Present:  Marvin Carr, Terry Sprankle

Call to Order 
Chairperson Solomon called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Csere, seconded by Mr. Monahan, to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2016 meeting as written.  Voted (4-0) in favor

Public Comment
None

Brownfields Redevelopment Agency Presentation
Mr. Bristol and Ms. Sylvester delivered a PowerPoint presentation updating the commission on the status of several parcels in East Hampton deemed to be Brownfields properties.  The presentation also included a background of the agency itself, details on several past projects, and a top line summary of the market assessment for the town.  The highlighted market assessment data included population trends, income and employment numbers and spending figures.

Following the market assessment presentation, ideas for possible new businesses that would make a positive contribution to the town economy were discussed, the focus was on dining.  

Note: Commission members requested a copy of the Economic and Market Assessment.  Ms. Sylvester agreed to send it to the recording clerk who will then distribute to the group.

Discussion ensued around the success that East Hampton has had with Brownsfields projects in relation to surrounding towns and the reasons behind the success.  The reasons identified included the fact that the agency consists of qualified and dedicated volunteers and that the grants the town has been able to secure have been used efficiently.  There were also ideas presented and discussed on how to generate more funds for these projects in the future and how projects may contribute to the economy of the town.   The Brownfields parcel located at 13 Watrous St. is the only current project utilizing grant funds.  There are issues involved, including asbestos removal that need to be addressed before demolition. 

Mr. Solomon extended an offer on behalf of the commission to continue to support the agency and its efforts going forward.   Preliminary plans were made to have a joint meeting of the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency and the EDC, possibly in August or September (4th Monday).

Old Business

1. New Business Update
	The recent sale of an existing commercial property, including a vacant building, was 	mentioned and there was speculation as to who purchased it and what it will 	become.  This led to a discussion on tax deferrals for new businesses and the procedure 	around it.

	Mr. Maniscalco briefed the commission on two prospective new businesses.  The first is 	New England Seed Company, who is also considering a few other towns for their new 	location.  The addition of this business would generate approximately six new jobs.  The 	second is a construction engineering firm that has taken interest in several abandoned 	businesses near the Village Center.  They plan to follow-up with Mr. Maniscalco in one 	week.

2. Belltown Spotlight on Business
It was agreed that Po's Rice and Spice will be the next to be featured in the Belltown Spotlight on Business.  Mr. Csere indicated he would send an email to Mr. Carr regarding next steps.

New Business

Mr. Monahan brought several questions and suggestions to the commission for consideration.  One question asked was if there has historically been local support from sources such as CT State Representative Melissa Ziobron and Chatham Historical Society and if an opportunity exists for the commission to work with them in the future.  Another possible area of opportunity that Mr. Monahan referenced is the town website.  He suggested that existing links could direct users to sites for local town activities as opposed to CT State sites and that the site could be improved and enhanced to be more user friendly and relevant for new businesses and prospective residents.  It was pointed out that the website has undergone major improvements in the past several years and that the technology budget has been challenging.  Action items stemming from this discussion include looking into the possibility of the Essex Printing town articles being linked to the town website and a suggestion be made to the Town Council that funds be allocated to improve the town website.	

A commission member voiced a concern on behalf of a business owner in the Village Center that one of the blue signs designed to direct customers to the shops is difficult to see and could be improved upon.  Mr. Maniscalco indicated that we would take notice next time he drives through. 

Mr. Maniscalco informed the commission that the DOT has given the town notice that there is an upcoming culvert replacement scheduled for 2018 on Route 66 in front of American Distilling that it will require the road to be closed either completely for four days or partially blocked for four months.  The decision is yet to be made.  Emergency vehicle access, potential loss of business and the impact of routing traffic down Main Street will all be taken into consideration.

Several road repairs have been made in town.  One section in the town center that has yet to be repaired is a state road.  Also, paving projects for this summer have been approved for Lake Dr. in the area between White Birch Rd. and Route 66 and also Depot Hill from Route 66 to the Portland town line.

Public Comment
None

Chairperson Solomon adjourned the meeting at 8:07 PM.
	
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Aresco
Recording Clerk

