Town of East Hampton
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 19, 2016
Town Hall Meeting Room

DRAFT MINUTES
Present: Jack Solomon (arrived at 6:35 p.m.), Marvin Carr, Tim Csere, James Monahan, Terry Sprankle
Others Present:  Town Manager Michael Maniscalco, Rowland Rux (P&Z Liaison)
Call to order:  Mr. Csere called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Introduction of New Member James Monahan:
New member James Monahan was introduced and provided a brief background.
Approval of Minutes:
a) A motion was made by Mr. Sprankle, seconded by Mr. Carr, to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 16, 2016.  Voted unanimously in favor.
Steve & Lisa Motto of Dream Developers 
Mr. Sprankle introduced Steve & Lisa Motto.  He noted that they built the Laurel Ridge development and are in the process of building Edgewater Hill.  He commended them for the things they have done for the town. They discussed the retail shops and restaurants they are looking to bring in such as a small market, coffee shop, small clothing shop and an anchor restaurant. Lisa discussed the challenges of bringing in various businesses such as needing a specific traffic count on Route 66.  The project will be a walkable community with the retail and residential aspects of the development. They would like to have a dog park, playground, green space with a fountain and community garden. Mr. Maniscalco noted that the CT River Valley Council of Governments is in the process of doing a corridor study of Route 66 from Portland to Marlborough that may provide information related to the traffic patterns. Mr. Motto noted that he is available to give tours of the property if anyone on the commission would like to see the development. 
Public Comments None
Old Business
East Hampton Events Publication

Mr. Csere reported that at the last meeting he presented a publication called ‘Essex Events’ which is distributed to each residence in Essex. The publication is paid for entirely with advertising revenue. The town would need to pay for postage for the first four publications then the publisher would take over that portion.  Mr. Csere will ask the publisher to give a presentation at the May 17th meeting.
A motion was made by Mr. Csere, seconded by Mr. Sprankle, to allocate $2,000 for the mailing costs for the future East Hampton Events subject to the verification of costs.  Voted unanimously in favor.

Belltown Spotlight on Business

At the last meeting it was voted that Lakeside Design will be the first to receive the Belltown Spotlight on Business.  Mr. Csere noted that the Rotary sponsored the sign and a photo will need to be taken with Mr. Solomon, Commission Members and Ms. Perotti. The photo and a write-up will be sent to the Rivereast.
New Business

Mr. Maniscalco reported the following:

1. The Town received grants for the Airline Trail to extend from the Village Center to Alden’s Crossing and then from Alden’s Crossing to Portland.
2. Paving on Main Street should occur in the summer.
3. The Governor’s budget could include $310,000 cut from Education Cost Sharing and $310,000 from Municipal Revenue Sharing.  The Council is faced with difficult decisions on the budget.
Public Comments

None
Chairperson Solomon adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
