Town of East Hampton
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

Tuesday February 16, 2016
East Hampton Fire Department

Co #, 3 Barton Hill Road

DRAFT MINUTES
Present: Jack Solomon, Marvin Carr, Tim Csere, Terry Sprankle
Absent: James Monahan

Others Present: Rowland Rux (P & Z Liaison)
Call to order:  Chairperson Solomon called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m.
Introduction of New Member James Monahan: Not present
Approval of Minutes
a) A motion was made by Mr. Csere and seconded by Mr. Carr to approve the regular meeting minutes of November 17, 2015.  Voted unanimously in favor.
Presentation of new business AirLine Cycles: Brian Holdt was present to talk about his business plan for AirLine Cycles. He hopes to open by April 1, 2016 in the first floor of the Goff House. The shop will provide retail sales, bike service and rentals; possibly also rental of snow shoes in the winter and group rides as time progresses. The EDC will provide Mr. Holdt with a letter of support.
Public Comments None
Old Business
EDC Survey
Mr. Carr reported that to have the survey stuffed into the Rivereast paper, the cost will be $500. This includes double-sided copies and distribution by the Rivereast to 5,900 homes/businesses. Options for what to do with completed surveys were discussed. Residents could drop it off to the Town Hall, follow a link provided and fill it out online (Town Website and a link on the ‘Let’s Talk E. Hampton Facebook page or something similar), or a link to Survey Monkey.
The Commission agreed to hold off on presenting the survey to the Town Council as there are many other big picture issues being talked about in town now, such as water and municipal buildings. 

Belltown Spotlight on Business

The first Business Spotlight needs to occur. It was previously voted that Lakeside Design will be the first, and Mr. Csere is in possession of materials for that. The Rotary will sponsor the sign, which needs to be ordered and a photo needs to be taken with Mr. Solomon and Commission Members and Ms. Perotti. 

Mr. Csere made a motion to approve the Belltown Spotlight on Business proclamation along with the physical sign of which the Rotary will pay 100% of the cost, as an effort of the EDC.  This was seconded by Mr. Sprankle and voted 4-0.

Selection criteria regarding the Belltown Spotlight on Business was discussed. It was decided that the choice is the best judgment of the Economic Development Commission. The Spotlight on one business is not intended to say that this one business is “better” than any other business in town, and it was stated that in the long run it is the intention of the EDC to spotlight all businesses in town.  It was brought up that perhaps the business to be spotlighted have a new feature or a change, or something happening, such as Lakeside Designs now offering the only FedEx drop off in town. General discussion occurred on whether large chain businesses should be spotlighted, and how the businesses would be nominated.
Mr. Solomon made a motion, seconded by Mr. Csere, that the next three businesses to be spotlighted will be AirLine Cycles, The Lucky Goat, and Po’s Rice & Spice.  Voted 4-0 in favor.
New Business

Review and Revise Budget Narrative
The narrative was not revised. A discussion regarding possible expenditure of the budget ensued. 
Other
Mr. Csere presented a publication called ‘Essex Events’ which is distributed to each residence in Essex. The Commission would like to encourage such a publication in East Hampton. This will be brought up to Town Manager Mike Maniscalco. If he is in favor, the Commission will write the publisher to get the process started. The publication is paid for entirely with advertising revenue.
Mr. Sprankle stated that Mr. Motto would like to attend the April meeting of the EDC to discuss development.

Public Comments

None
Chairperson Solomon adjourned the meeting at 7:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Clerk
