TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

January 15, 2013
Town Hall Meeting Room
6:30.p.m. 

MINUTES -Draft
Present:  Chair Rich Leone, Vice Chair Cindy Rooth, Jamie Bell, Mimi Perrotti, Todd Schrager.
Absent: Jon March
Also Present:  Michael Maniscalco, Town Manager, Jennifer Carducci, Recording Secretary, and several members of the public. 
1.  Call to Order

Chair Leone called this regular meeting of the East Hampton Economic Development Commission at 6:30 p.m. 

2.  Approval of Minutes – November 20, 2012 Regular Meeting 
Vice Chair Rooth made a motion to accept the minutes as presented for the EDC Meeting of 11-10-12; seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0).  Motion passed. 
3.  Announcements 
Chair Leone announced member Jon March has resigned from this Commission.  
4.  Town Manager; Staff Liaison - Planning, Zoning & Building Administrator
(Town Manager had not yet arrived.)  (See after #7)
7.  EDC Liaison Reports (Summary Discussion of Other Boards and Commissions’ Activities)

Ms. Bell reported the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency did not hold a December 2012 meeting.  She did attend a workshop for assessment appeals and found it interesting.  Tax Assessor Carol Ann Tyler hosted the Tax Assessor from Bristol.  
(Town Manager Maniscalco arrived 6:37 p.m.)

4.  Town Manager; Staff Liaison - Planning, Zoning & Building Administrator
Town Manager Maniscalco reported on:  
-A yogurt shop, new business is coming to Town.  The grand opening is slated for two to three months from now and will be located in Theatre Square.  The shop will feature self-serve items.  
-He received a call from a realtor regarding a possible fitness center asking about Watrous Street location.  They need high ceilings for an open concept type, cross training center. 
-The Town Council passed a budget policy statement; there will be a TriBoard Meeting soon.

-Town Manager will be working with Finance Director on the Commission’s budget.  

-Appointment of new Commission member will be most likely made at the next Town Council meeting and now since another is needed, he will work to appoint another.  

-Two trash bins will be placed in the Village Center (locations to be finalized – Public Works Director will be reaching out to the Friends of the Village to determine best locations).  They will be emptied daily by Town worker(s).  Public Works Department will be installing a cement pad under each container when weather permits.  

Mr. Schrager noted there will be a flower and greenery shop opening in February in the Old Bank building.  
Chair Leone noted that Designing Kids has rented (possibly two) spaces in the building at 83 Main.  

5.  Public Comments - None
6.  Presentations 

Brian Cutler, Traditional Innovations was present to explain his plan for the location at the present location of Traditional Innovations on Rte. 66 (which will be removed and incorporated into the new building).  The sports building (approximately 30,000-40,000 square feet) will look somewhat like a dairy barn, there will be retail, gym, with parent lounge (with Wi-Fi), restaurant, hair dresser, batting cages, pole vaulting, volleyball, softball, soccer and basketball courts.  There will be 85 parking spaces, it is all approved and permitted.  A conference room (birthday parties) will also be incorporated.  There will be an open air spectator viewing section, and quite a large amount of space for retail space.  He is interested in obtaining a letter of support from EDC. 
Vice Chair Rooth made a motion to have EDC write a letter of support (written by Chair Leone) to Sports on 66, seconded by Mr. Schrager, Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

8.  Old Business

a.  Discussion of EDC Budget and Procedures for Requesting EDC Funding Assistance

Town Manager Maniscalco has reviewed the Commission’s budget.  He feels the Commission needs to       identify a way to get East Hampton’s name out to the public outside Town in order to promote local businesses and artisans.  A list of local businesses on the website, a “Made in East Hampton” tag, and an incentive program were discussed.  Chair Leone will go over tax assessment listing (needs weeding out).  Members will take a piece of the list to chip away at the information.  Updating the website information was also discussed.    
A request form will be drawn up for submittal to the Commission when requesting funds with required time frame and instructions for requested to follow before coming before Commission.  Discussion ensued regarding the criteria for funding requests. Ms. Perrotti will draft a first cut.   
(Chair Leone left the meeting at 7:45 p.m., turned the meeting over to Vice Chair Rooth.)
A welcome process (basket, gifts, information) was also discussed.  
b.  Discussion of Tax Deferral Program
Scheduling workshops has proven unsuccessful so far.  Town Manager Maniscalco will instruct his staff to send email out.  

9.  New Business 
a.  Discussion of Friends of the Village and Role EDC Plays 

Discussion ensued regarding the status of the group “Friends of the Village Center”.  They are not a formed group.  They are simply concerned citizens and business owners.  Funding requests were discussed again (as in #8a) as there are tax issues for the Town if giving assistance to “non-entities”.  The lights for the Christmas tree were bought for the Goff House by instruction from former Town Manager O’Keefe.  The Harvest Fest, Old Home Day and Strawberry Festival banners were purchased by the Town with EDC funds and are held in the Public Works Department as Town property.  
b.  CT Main Street
Vice Chair Rooth discussed the Town’s membership in CT Main Street.  
c.  CERC Site Finder Resource
Vice Chair Rooth discussed the CT Economic Resource Center (site finder) (MLS for commercial properties), and LoopNet (National) site finder.  She would like to see these memberships put in the budget so that we can have access to the commercial listings.  It was suggested that the Commission’s wants/needs be prioritized for inclusion in the 2014 budget.  

The priority would be (intern), (LoopNet), (CT Main Street), and then CERC.  

d.  EDC Intern
Town Manager Maniscalco stated there was no response to the advertisement for an unpaid intern.  Inquiries have been made at the local colleges.  

10.  Public Comments  - None
11.  Adjournment
There being no further business to be conducted, a motion was made by MR. Schrager to adjourn this regular meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Clerk 
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