TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

November 20, 2012
Town Hall Meeting Room
6:30.m. 

MINUTES - Draft
Present:  Chair Rich Leone, Vice Chair Cindy Rooth, Jamie Bell, Jon March, Todd Schrager.
Absent: Mimi Perrotti
Also Present:  Michael Maniscalco, Town Manager, Jennifer Carducci, Recording Secretary, and several members of the public. 
1.  Call to Order

Chair Leone called this regular meeting of the East Hampton Economic Development Commission at 6:31 p.m. 

2.  Approval of Minutes – October 16, 2012 Regular Meeting 
Vice Chair Rooth made a motion to accept the minutes as presented for the EDC Meeting of 10-16-12; seconded by Mr. Schrager; Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0).  Motion passed. 
3.  Announcements 
Chair Leone must leave the meeting at 7:35 and Vice Chair Rooth will then lead the meeting.
4.  Town Manager; Staff Liaison - Planning, Zoning & Building Administrator
Town Manager Maniscalco was present and reported on the following: 

· A publication came in the mail today regarding Municipal and Non-Profit Redevelopment 101 (seminar) in Worcester, MA if anyone is interested in attending.  
· The Small Business Administration is giving a Small Business Award and suggested Bevin Bell as a recipient. 

A motion was made by Vice Chair Rooth to add agenda item 9d to the agenda, Small Business Administration Small Business Award to Bevin Bell, seconded by Mr. Schrager, Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed. 
5.  Public Comments
Diane Bohmiller, WINC, addressed the Commission regarding issues concerning businesses in the Center and the Friends of the Village Center as well as support from the EDC.  It was recommended that she seek mediation through other means, since this is a dispute between two neighbors/groups.  Friends of the Village Center are an ad hoc, grassroots group and the EDC is a Town sponsored group.
Jason Pearce, spoke in favor of the Friends of the Village Center.  

Kimberly Fontaine, Railroad Avenue spoke regarding duties of the EDC.  
A motion was made by Vice Chair Rooth to add an item to discuss the Friends of the Village Center and EDC’s support of them to next month’s agenda, seconded by Ms. Bell, Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0,  motion passed.  

6.  Presentations 
Although not a formal presentation, Rich Roth, R & S East Hampton LLC was present to share the progress of the rehab at 82 Main with the Commission.  

7.  EDC Liaison Reports (Summary Discussion of Other Boards and Commissions’ Activities) -
Ms. Bell attended last month’s Brownfield/Redevelopment Agency meeting and heard discussions of the possible parking use at Watrous Street by Bevin Bell.  
Richard Gosselin, P & Z Liaison to this Commission, was in the audience and introduced himself to all.  He briefly described the work of the P&Z and how the two groups interact.  

8.  Old Business
a.  Discussion of EDC Budget and Procedures for Requesting EDC Funding Assistance 
A copy of the budget was provided in the packets as well as emailed to the members.  After discussion, it was decided to have a workshop on the budget.  

A motion was made by Vice Chair Rooth to schedule a workshop in early January to work on budget, seconded by Ms. Bell; Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  
A motion was made by Vice Chair Rooth to add an item 9e to the agenda to discuss requests for funding and the Friends of the Village Center, seconded by Mr. Schrager, Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.    
b.  Bevin Bell Parking Lot on Watrous Street
Discussed in #7.  
c.  Reschedule Tax Deferral Workshop
Town Manager Maniscalco referred Chair Leone to Town Council Administrative Assistant Cathy Sirois to assist in rescheduling.  
d.  Christmas Parade – Yuletide Singers

Discussion ensued regarding the running of the Parade.  Marty Swan will be doing lights on the tree at the church at 4 p.m.  The bells were strung and will be given out at 3:30 at the library.  Town Manager Maniscalco will as Matt Bevin if he has any more bells, since there is limited supply.  Chair Leone has tree and the calendar will be in the paper starting this weekend.  The Yuletide Singers will be at the tree, and then go to one side of the street and then the other (with breaks in between).  If the weather is inclement, they will go to the Goff House.  
e.  82 Main Street 
(Discussed earlier)
9.  New Business 
a.  Approval of 2013 Meeting Dates 

Ms. Bell made a motion to approve the 2013 Meeting Dates as presented (attached); seconded by Mr. March; Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.
b.  Small Business Saturday – November 24th
Town Manager Maniscalco noted that Saturday, November 24 is national Small Business Saturday.  He suggested a coupon and goody bag promotion for next year.  
c.  CERC Site Finder Resource
Chair Leone stated that we will reconsider this during the Budget Workshop.  Town Manager Maniscalco discussed the Location 1 (national) resource, and others, with the Commission.  Progress on the data base was also discussed.     
Chair Leone left the meeting at 7:41 p.m., leaving Vice Chair Rooth in charge.  
d.  Nominate Bevin Bell for Small Business Administration – Small Business Award

A motion was made by Mr. Schrager to nominate for the Small Business Administration, Small Business Award to Bevin Bell; seconded by Ms. Bell, Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  
e.  Discuss request for funding from the Friends of the Village Center
Mr. Schrager spoke to the Commission requesting funding for a banner for the sign at West High Street and Main Street.  The EDC paid for the sign and the permanent banner.  There are already Strawberry Fest, Harvest Fest, Jingle Bell Parade and Old Home Day Parade banners (stored at Public Works).  The invoice for the banner only is $62.93.  Vice Chair Rooth stated Mr. Schrager should recuse himself from voting on issues he has a potential financial interest in outside this group.   

Kimberly Fontaine, Railroad Avenue, stated she believed from a procedural and ethical standpoint, Mr. Schrager should not be presenting items requesting money for another group.  She suggested that the future budget could have a line item for support of the Village Center.  
10.  Public Comments  
Dave Honegut, Board of Finance was present and introduced himself to the Commission.  
Suggested was that we could use a section of the yellow pages.  
11.  Adjournment
There being no further business to be conducted, this regular meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Clerk 

10-21-12
Approved 11-20-12 
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