TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

EAST HAMPTON, CT 06424

BOARD OF FINANCE

Special Budget Meeting, Middle School Library
Wednesday, April 6, 2011, 7:00 PM
Meeting Minutes


Members Present:  Thomas J. O’Brien, George Pfaffenbach, Patience R. Anderson, Timothy S. Csere, Matthew D. Walton and Maria Peplau.  Not present was Henry Thorpe.
Other attendee(s): Jeffery M. Jylkka, Director of Finance, Robert Drewry, Interim Town Manager and citizens
1.-2. Chairman Walton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of 

        allegiance.

3. Public Remarks.  
None
4. Approval of Minutes of Meeting(s):

a. March 21, 2011 – Regular Meeting.  Motion made by Thomas O’Brien, seconded by George Pfaffenbach to approve the minutes for the March 21, 2011 meeting as stated.  Motion approved 6-0.

b. March 22, 2011 – Special Meeting.  Motion made by Thomas O’Brien, seconded by George Pfaffenbach to approve the minutes for the March 22, 2011 meeting as stated.  Motion approved 6-0.
c. March 28, 2011 – Special Meeting.  Motion made by Thomas O’Brien, seconded by George Pfaffenbach to approve the minutes for the March 28, 2011 meeting as stated.  Motion approved 6-0.
At this time, Chairman Matthew Walton requested permission from the other board members to ask the audience for additional public remarks.  All members agreed.

Roger Abraham, 47 Clark Hill Road, wants the budget to go through as presented.
Carol Lane, commented that parents want more to go into education.  Ms. Lane is worried that larger classes will change the way of teaching.

5. Recommend and Approve 2011-2012 Budget for Town Council.  Discussions ensued regarding Timothy Csere’s proposed cut of $250,000 to the proposed budget.  Patience Anderson felt the cut needed to be larger.  George Pfaffenbach asked where the cuts will come from.  Mr. Pfaffenbach feels that a minimal budget will hurt the town and was not in favor of the $250,000 in cuts.  
At this time, Mr. Walton allowed public comments.

Don Martin, South Main Street, asked why the town and BOE did not have combined health plans.  Mr. Martin also asked about the staffing position within the Police Department.

Discussions continued with proposed cuts to the EDC and Police Department.  Mr. Drewry said he would cut accordingly but it may not be from where the BOF wants.  He commented that he cannot cut from the capital budget.  Timothy Csere confirmed that $146,600 would be cut from the BOE and $103,400 would be cut from Town Operations for a total of $250,000.  Jeffery Jylkka advised that with the $250,000 in cuts, the proposed mill rate would be 25.81.  A motion was made by Timothy Csere to cut $250,000 from the proposed budget to send the Town Manager’s proposed budget to Town Council.  Motion approved 3-3.  Matthew Walton, Maria Peplau and Patience Anderson voted against.  Discussions continued with regard to the recommendations as to how much would be taken from the police department budget.  A second motion was made by George Pfaffenbach, seconded by Timothy Csere to adjust the budget down by $250,000 as discussed.  Motion approved 4-2.  Patience Anderson and Matthew Walton voted against.
6. Adjournment

A motion was made by Patience Anderson, seconded by Timothy Csere to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Motion approved 6-0.
Submitted, 

Jennifer Magro
Recording Secretary

